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St. Joseph’s College 



The Students: 
• From every faculty 
      Only theology course for most 

• 60% in sciences 
• 75% Christians 
      ½ Catholics & ½ Evangelicals 

• 50% wrestling with evolution 
• Most Christians have Sci & Rel 
   in separate Compartments 



Pedagogical Model 
Constructivist Learning 

• Readings: 
      1/3 Atheists/Agnostics 
      1/3 Catholic 
      1/3 Protestant 

• Lamoureux’s views 

• Exams: Describe & Defend 





This course dispels the popular myth 
that religion and science are in conflict. 
Instead, it argues that if the limits of 
both religion and science are respected, 
then their relationship is not only 
complementary, but also necessary. 

Course Thesis Statement 



Concordism 

The Main Problem Behind 
Sci-Rel Conflict: 

Hermeneutical 
Principles 

The Solution: 



Philosophical 
   Categories & Principles 
   What is Religion? 
   What is Science? 
   Models Relating Sci & Rel 
   Intelligent Design 
Historical 
   Astronomy & the Galileo Affair 
   Geology & Noah’s Flood 
   Evolution & Darwin’s Religion    
Theological 
   Genesis 1-11 
   Modern Origins Debate 
   Problem of Suffering & Evil   

Course 
Outline: 



Categories & 
Principles 







Richard  
Dawkins 

Lamoureux is a  
man with an air  
of desperation . . . 
an intellectual 
coward. 





CHRTC 350 
Science & Religion: 

Christian Perspectives 
Denis O. Lamoureux 

EVERYONE please take: 
  (1) Syllabus 
  (2) Survey 
  (3) Final Exam Essay Questions 

Those WITHOUT class manuals  
please take:   (1) Class Notes 
                      (2) Class Handout 















What is Religion? 



Martin 
Luther 
That to which 
your heart clings 
and entrusts  
itself is really  
your God. 



Religion 
approx. 
equal 

to Metaphysics 

Doctrine of Creation 

Gen 1 & 2 Conflicts 
Two sources? 



What is Science? 



Metaphysical Naturalism 
distinguished from 

Methodological Naturalism 

Critical Realism 

Numbers in Ancient World 



Sumerian King Lists BEFORE the Flood 



Hebrew Patriarchs BEFORE the Flood 



Models Relating 
Science & Religion 



John Haught 
Conflict 
Contrast 
Contact 
Confirmation 

Ian Barbour 
Conflict 
Independence 
Dialogue 
Integration 





Intelligent 
Design 



Ps 19 
Rom 1 

5 For from the greatness and beauty of 
created things come a corresponding 
perception of their Creator. 

8 Yet, not even they are to be excused.  

Biblically Based ID Model: 

Wisdom of Solomon 13 





Astronomy & 
The Galileo Affair 



Galileo Galilei 
Letter to the 

Grand Duchess Christina 
 (1615) 

• Accommodation 

• Ancient science 

• Holy Spirit inspired 

• Science incidental 

• Science assists hermeneutics 



The intention of the Bible is to 
teach us that God is the Creator, 
and not how the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit created.   

“The intention of the Holy Spirit  
is to teach us how  

one goes to heaven  
and not how heaven goes.” 



Geology &  
Noah’s Flood 



↑ ↓ Scientific Data Concordism 







Reading for the Week: 

• Flood of Gilgamesh  
• Flood of Noah  

• Flood of Priestly Author  
• Flood of Jahwist Author  



P Creation 
P Flood 

J Creation 
J Flood 

P Creation 
J Creation 

Gen 1 

Gen 2 

P Flood 

J Flood Gen 6-9 
P Flood 

J Flood 

Redactor 





Evolution & 
Darwin’s Religion 



Darwin made it possible to be an 
intellectually fulfilled atheist. 

Richard Dawkins 



Charles 
Darwin 

“Religious Belief” 
in Autobiography 

(1876) 



   It seems absurd to doubt that a man 
maybe an ardent Theist and an 
evolutionist. 

Letter to J. Fordyce (1879)  

   Evolution is both true 
and entirely compatible 
with Christian belief—a 
position I sincerely hold. 

Stephen Jay Gould (1997)  



Genesis 1-11 



Concordism 
Fails 



Re-Cycle & Re-Interpret 
Ancient Motifs 

De Novo Creation 

Lost Idyllic Age 

Great Flood 

Tribal Formation 







Origins Debate 









Biological Evolution 

Cosmological Evolution 







Theodicy 







Conclusion 




