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Animals Are an Integral Part of Healthy 
Agriculture 
Thank you to Dorothy Boorse for the review in the June 
issue of Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith (vol. 72, 
no. 2 [2020]: 112) of the book Beyond Stewardship: New 
Approaches to Creation Care, ed. David Paul Warners and 
Matthew Kuperus Heun. I have this book (currently 
on loan to a friend) and found it a very stimulating 
and thought-provoking collection that has me rethink-
ing my use of terms such as stewardship and natural 
resources. It would be great for a small group study. 

I do have a couple of concerns, including advocacy to 
remove animals from agriculture. I strongly believe 
that agriculture needs to transition from an industrial 
paradigm to an ecological paradigm. Healthy ecosys-
tems, including agricultural ecosystems, have animals 
as an integral part (and I am not referring to live-
stock factory operations). For example, water quality 
is a major issue in my home state of Iowa. There are 
a range of remediation techniques available, but the 
more perennial vegetation that is on the landscape, 
the better. Although there is exciting and encourag-
ing experimental work with perennial grains, notably 
Kernza, currently the kinds of perennial vegetation 
from which an agriculturist can earn money are largely 
forage crops, which means livestock. Also, my former 
officemate, who works with farmers, says that fertiliz-
ers that meet organic standards are essentially manures. 
At least one study found that integrating crops and 
livestock increased beneficial insectivorous birds with-
out increasing granivorous birds, suggesting that such 
agricultural systems may benefit natural pest control 
without increasing the risk of bird damage to crops.1 
There is a need for theologians and theoretical ecolo-
gists to interact with those who make their living from 
Creation (i.e., farmers, ranchers, owners of working 
forests) and those who directly work with them (i.e., 
county agents, state agency personnel, scientists at land 
grant universities).

Note
1Olivia M. Smith et al., “Highly Diversified Crop-Livestock 
Farming Systems Reshape Wild Bird Communities,” Ecologi-
cal Applications 30, no. 2 (2019): e02031.

Lynn Braband
ASA member, NYS Integrated Pest Management 
Program of Cornell University, retired 

A Call for Book Reviewers
The readers of PSCF have long appreciated the many 
insightful book reviews published within its covers. 
If you would be open to being asked to contribute 
to this interesting and important service of writing a 
book review, please send a brief email that describes 
your areas of expertise and preferred mailing address 
to Stephen Contakes at scontakes@westmont.edu.
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