A View from a High City

American Scientific Affiliation that founded this

journal. We are meeting this year at the Colorado
School of Mines in Golden, just west of Denver. Den-
ver has long been known as the Mile High City, and
has doubled down on that reputation with the legal-
ization of recreational marijuana. Golden has its own
provision for intoxication as the home of MillerCoors,
the brewing company. I have not regarded this meet-
ing locale as an opportunity to seek out legally spiked
brownies. My theory is that there could be no good
result from trying them. If I do not like their effect,
it would be a waste of time and money. The alter-
native, that I might discover that I like them, would
be the worst case scenario. While many new experi-
ences can be fascinating or a delight, would this one
be worth the risk of being drawn to, or maybe even
psychologically or physically hooked on, a substance
that is illegal where I live?

I am writing to you from the annual meeting of the

And beyond legality, for many, these and other
substances quickly become deeply addictive. How
many lives have been sapped, crippled, or even lost
over one addiction or another? One may hope to toy
safely with substances that are not always addictive,
but how does the person experimenting know in
time, which ones will become deadly for him or her?
Circumstances and susceptibility dictate that the
danger ranges from hard to impossible, to predict.
And indeed addictions can become deadly. Deaths
from addiction to prescription opioids, fentanyl, her-
oin, crack, and alcohol fill the obituary columns even
when the cause of these deaths is not specifically
noted. Legal nicotine has one of the most compulsive
and deadly records of all. And behavioral addictions
such as gambling and pornography stagger individ-
ual lives and our society in their own way as well.
Why do so many bright and able people harm them-
selves and others, often against their best intentions?

Can we gain some insight here from both Romans 7
and neurology? We need “all hands on deck,” all
the help we can get, including that available from
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the best of Christian theology and the sciences. The
sciences, social sciences, humanities, and theology
interact at this juncture with lives at stake.

Judith Toronchuk gets us started working together
on this challenge with her invitation essay posted on
the web pages of both ASA and CSCA. Toronchuk
(PhD, McGill University) teaches physiological
psychology at Trinity Western University. Her
essay informs readers of the latest developments in
addiction research, and raises key questions for our
understanding and response. Readers are encour-
aged to take up one of the insights or questions that
she raises, or maybe a related one that was not men-
tioned, and draft an article that contributes to the
conversation. These can be sent to her at toronchu
@twu.ca. Tornochuk will send the best essays on to
peer review, and then we will select from those for
publication in a theme issue of Perspectives on Science
and Christian Faith (PSCF).

The lead editorial in the December 2013 issue of
PSCF outlines what the journal looks for in article
contributions. That piece, along with all other PSCF
content published more than nine months ago, is
available through an index at http://network.asa3
.org/?page=PSCF. For best consideration for inclu-
sion in the theme issue, manuscripts should be

received electronically before October 31, 2017.

Looking forward to learning from your contributions,

James C. Peterson, editor-in-chief
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EVOLUTION AND THE FALL

William T. Cavanaugh and James K. A. Smith, editors
Foreword by Michael Gulker

“This book salted my thinking with new ideas and sailed into what,
for me, were some uncharted waters. Such mind-stimulating and
faith-affirming contributions should be welcomed for thorough sifting
as we work together to address the issues that so desperately cry for

our attention.” — John H. Walton

ISBN 9780802873798 261 pages * paperback * $26.00

HUMAN ORIGINS AND
THE IMAGE OF GOD

Human Origins and Essays in Honor of |. Wentzel van Huyssteen
the Image of God Christopher Lilley and Daniel J. Pedersen, editors
Foreword by M. Craig Barnes
e How did human beings originate? What, if anything, makes us

unique? These questions have long been central to philosophers,
theologians, and scientists. This book continues that robust
interdisciplinary conversation with contributions from an
international team of scholars whose expertise ranges from biology
and anthropology to philosophical theology and ethics.

ISBN 9780802875143 * 336 pages * hardcover ¢ $60.00
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Interlc’i-:;tl:;ip:;;na ry Learning with and from the Natural and Human Sciences
Robin W. Lovin and Joshua Mauldin, editors

Learning with and from
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w Leading scholars in ethics, theology, and social science sum up
three years of study and conversation regarding the value of
interdisciplinary theological inquiry. . . . An essential and challenging
collection for all who set out to think, write, teach, and preach
theologically in the contemporary world.
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