encing biblical texts, touching on theological history,
relevant to contemporary faith-science conversations
about human origins and destiny, and passionately
attuned to the importance of its subject matter for
the oppressed and the vulnerable, it deserves a wide
readership.

Reviewed by Patrick S. Franklin, Associate Professor of Theology and
Ethics, Providence Seminary, Otterburne, MB ROA 1GO.

BEING HUMAN, BEING CHURCH: The Signifi-
cance of Theological Anthropology for Ecclesiology
by Patrick S. Franklin. Carlisle, UK: Paternoster, 2016.
325 pages. Paperback; $49.99. ISBN: 9781842278420.

The theme of this book is that a theologically ade-
quate doctrine of the church presupposes an equally
adequate doctrine of the human person. The mean-
ing of being human has a decisive bearing on the
meaning of being church. This insight alone makes
an important contribution to the contemporary dis-
cussion about the nature and mission of the church,
no matter which part of the ecumenical mansion
happens to be one’s home. Patrick Franklin’s aim is
to develop a holistic view of the human person that
is theologically more satisfying than all the compet-
ing models he describes.

To develop an adequate theological anthropol-
ogy the author draws heavily from the works of
contemporary theologians who have contributed
to a renewal of the doctrine of the Trinity, most
notably Wolfhart Pannenberg, Jiurgen Moltmann,
John D. Zizioulas, Colin Gunton, Miroslav Volf, and
Catherine LaCugna. Surprisingly absent from this list
is the name of Robert W. Jenson, American Lutheran
theologian, who has written more extensively and
creatively on the Trinity than most of the others.

Franklin writes from the perspective of an evan-
gelical theologian, affiliated with the Baptist
tradition. He agrees with the charge that historically
Evangelicalism has lacked a coherent ecclesiology; in
this book, Franklin rises to the challenge to demon-
strate that Evangelicalism has the resources within
its tradition to compensate for this deficit. In doing
s0, he cites a number of his fellow evangelical theo-
logians who have written books on ecclesiology
from a Trinitarian perspective, in particular Stanley
Grenz and Miroslav Volf. Both of these have reached
considerably beyond Evangelicalism to enrich their
thinking about the church. As for the author him-
self, he cites the works of Dietrich Bonhoeffer more
often than any others. Bonhoeffer’s dissertation on
the church, Sanctorum Communio, which Karl Barth
called a “theological miracle,” is accorded a place of
preeminent significance.
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Franklin writes that evangelical ecclesiological imagi-
nation must expand and deepen. That is true not only
for evangelical theologians but for all of us in differ-
ent regions of the worldwide church. Our thinking
about the church has been too small. What is the best
strategy to expand and deepen our ecclesial imagi-
nation? Franklin gives it an injection of Bonhoeffer
and others. Is that sufficient? I do not think so.
What is missing is a broader ecumenical perspective
that takes seriously more of the Eastern Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, and Anglican theological traditions
whose strong suit is and has always been ecclesiol-
ogy. Granted, Pannenberg and Moltmann are both
ecumenical theologians who have invested a lot of
thought in doing just that. Pannenberg especially has
been at the forefront of ecumenical dialogue, a leader
in Faith and Order and a member of the Catholic-
Lutheran Dialogue, both of which rank ecclesiology
as a topic of highest importance.

Franklin’s book on the nature of being human and
its relation to the nature and mission of the church
is a worthy gift to the ecumenical quest for a deeper
and broader ecclesiology whose goal is to restore
unity to a badly divided Christian world. To give
one example, Franklin strongly emphasizes that the
worldwide apostolic mission of the gospel of Jesus
Christ is part of the essence of the church, a theme
not always front and center in the majority of books
on ecclesiology that are preoccupied with institu-
tional questions of order. Readers would do well to
receive with gratitude the insights Franklin’s book
offers their own search for a richer understanding of
the church.

Reviewed by Carl E. Braaten, Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology
of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and Founder of the Center
for Catholic and Evangelical Theology.
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SCRIPTURE AND COSMOLOGY: Reading the
Bible between the Ancient World and Modern Sci-
ence by Kyle Greenwood. Downers Grove, IL: IVP
Academic, 2015. 251 pages. Paperback; $24.00. ISBN:
9780830840786.

Kyle Greenwood’s Scripture and Cosmology help-
fully introduces nonspecialists to biblical cosmology
in the context of the ancient world and shows how
Christians in the medieval and early modern peri-
ods who were committed to biblical authority had to
adapt their interpretation of scripture in the light of
what they were learning from science. Following a
brief introduction (chap. 1, “Scripture in Context”),
Scripture and Cosmology is organized into three main
parts.
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