I have to be honest: I could not put this book down.
I was hooked from the start and enthralled the whole
way through, partially through Hendel’s lucid writing,
partially by wrestling with aspects of Hendel’s por-
trayal that did not make sense to me. In the end, I came
to realize that the primary focus of the book is on the
modern recovery, not only of Genesis but also of the
entire Bible, as a literal/realist text, which results in the
reader necessarily discerning tensions between the text
and the world. For Hendel, this leads to something like
Stephen Jay Gould’s “Non-Overlapping Magisteria”
(NOMA), in which faith and science, including bibli-
cal studies, are viewed as entirely separate domains
of knowledge, which should never interfere with each
other. This, I discern, is what led him to critique, and
then leave, the SBL in 2010.

Although I am sympathetic to NOMA, since it allows
scientists who are Christians to get on with their sci-
entific work without forcing the results of scientific
inquiry to conform to our theological assumptions,
I wonder if there is not more to be said on the intrinsic
relationship of theology and scripture to science. Tom
McLeish’s amazing book Faith and Wisdom in Science
(Oxford University Press, 2014) is perhaps a start at
overcoming NOMA without reverting to the old pro-
gram of harmonization.

All in all, however, Hendel’s volume is a selective,
nontechnical, thoughtful introduction to the history of
interpretation of Genesis. Despite disagreements with
aspects of Hendel’s argument, I judge that The Book of
Genesis: A Biography is worthwhile reading for anyone
interested in this subject.

Reviewed by |. Richard Middleton, Northeastern Seminary, Rochester,
NY 14624.
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RECODING GENDER: Women’s Changing Partici-
pation in Computing by Janet Abbate. Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 2012. 247 pages, notes, bibliography,
index. Hardcover; $34.00. ISBN: 9780262018067.

Recoding Gender is a thoroughly researched book that
uses interviews and primary documents to illustrate
women’s contributions to the history of computing. It
is an engaging read that carefully provides context for
facts and stories, without vilifying any of the players
involved. Though there are certainly unfair practices,
stereotypes, and biases mentioned, Abbate chooses to
focus on the champions, with just enough background
on the prevailing social constructs to make it clear
why these were formidable successes. But this is also
a weakness of the book. By choosing to only include
the success stories, a rosier picture of the past is created
than other sources would suggest is accurate. However,
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when read as an addition to existing male-dominated
histories, this book provides a necessary understanding
of how gender has impacted the relatively new field of
computer science.

Abbate begins her book by explaining the role of
women in two key computing projects of World War II:
the British Colossus projects and the US ENIAC proj-
ect. Though computer hardware was considered a male
enterprise even during war times, programming, as a
new and as yet undefined activity, was open to women.
In fact, early in computing history, women were encour-
aged in software roles, since some saw programming
as an extension of the role of women as “computers”
who performed calculations by hand in clerical roles.
Abbate uses interviews with women of each project
to understand the appeal of the work (engaging, chal-
lenging, exciting) as well as the gender roles that were
implicitly or explicitly associated with this new field.
She also sheds light on the very limited understand-
ing that society at large had of the new machines, and
the skills that both men and women were able to use in
programming.

Abbate moves forward from the war to consider the
role of women in the developing computing industry
of the early 1950s. At this time, hardware was still the
primary selling point of a system, but custom software
was often needed and so a programmer might be sent
by the hardware company if required. Here, the oppor-
tunities for women were more varied, depending on
how programming fit into the structure of the organi-
zation. In particular, in business application areas (as
opposed to scientific areas), women often encountered
a glass ceiling. To understand the context of these orga-
nizations, the author spends time exploring the ways in
which programmers were recruited and assessed (e.g.,
college degrees of any kind showing an ability to learn,
or specially formulated aptitude tests) and considers
the implications of each from a gender perspective (e.g.,
far fewer women were able to pursue degrees than men
at this time, but women were just as likely to do well
on an aptitude test). She then looks at the various ways
computing was put into context with other disciplines
such as math, engineering, business, and considers the
gendered implication of those associations.

As programming evolved in the 1960s, new terminology
like “software engineering” and a greater understand-
ing of the inherent complexity of programming also
advanced. Abbate explores the factors that caused
people to talk about the “software crisis” and the myr-
iad approaches that were used in trying to overcome it,
keeping each approach in the context of its gendered
implications. For example, “automatic programming”
and its related “structured programming” were highly
influenced by women such as Grace Hopper who
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sought to move programming away from mundane
tasks and instead allow the programmer to work at a
higher level. Women were allowed to be champions
in these areas as they often had the requisite skills to
develop language improvements and the experience to
recognize which process improvements would be most
beneficial. On the other hand, associating programming
with the term “software engineering” had the unfortu-
nate consequence of making programming seem like a
masculine endeavor, given the disproportionate num-
ber of men in engineering fields.

The last two chapters of the book contrast the role of
women in computing from first a business perspective
and then an academic perspective. In the business-
focused chapter, Abbate relays the experiences of two
women who got around glass ceilings. They created
work-family balance in their lives by building soft-
ware companies that predominately hired mothers of
young children who wished to work part time. In this
way, Abbate shows that the field could be supportive
of families, while at the same time showing the myr-
iad challenges faced by these entrepreneurs. In the last
chapter, Abbate highlights the impact of having very
few role models for female academics, while giving
several examples of nonlinear paths through academic
ranks. She highlights the resourcefulness of women,
but also points out that “women’s narratives reveal the
daunting level of hard work and persistence” required
for advancement (p. 153).

Abbate ends her book by reviewing the ways in which
women in computer science have created community
for themselves, communities that are distinctly not
masculine. While some women found that professional
societies were a way to gain recognition in an otherwise
male-dominated field, there were too few women at any
one conference for there to be any sense of camaraderie.
In this context, she explores the roles of the Systers and
TechTalk mailing lists, and then the evolving role of the
Grace Hopper Celebration of Women in Computing
conference.

The lack of women in computing today is not a spe-
cifically Christian problem, but it is certainly a societal
one. Women have different experiences with, prefer-
ences for, and insights into technology, and yet the
vast majority of today’s technology is written by men.
God has created men and women to complement one
another, and the Creator’s endowed gifts to women in
this field have gone vastly untapped for many years.
With a better understanding of the role that gender has
played in the history of computing, perhaps we can
better imagine the ways in which all can contribute to
the future of technology.

Reviewed by Serita Nelesen, Assistant Professor of Computer Science,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 49546. &
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“For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable,
and the mortal with immortality.” -1 Cor. 15:53
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Azusa Pacific University
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July 22, 2016

Five Online Sunday School
Lessons on Science and
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Denis Lamoureux, Facilitator
— Associate Professor of Science & Religion
K| St. Joseph's College, University of Alberta
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This morning workshop is an overview of introductory
topics in science and religion that can be used in Sunday
schools. Lessons include (1) Beyond the “Evolution” vs.
“Creation” Debate, (2) Ancient Science in the Bible, (3) In-
telligent Design: Delusion or Divine Revelation? (4) Galileo
the Theologian, and (5) Darwin’s Religious Beliefs. The five
lessons are online with four hours of audio-slides lectures,
handouts, discussion guides, and reading material: http://
www.ualberta.ca/~dlamoure/sswl.html.

Genomic Biotechnologies in
Medicine—What Can Be Done,
and What Should Be Done?
Douglas Lauffenburger, Facilitator

Professor of Biological Engineering
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

This afternoon workshop will describe the state of, and
expectations for, biotechnologies aimed at addressing med-
ical problems in the post-genomic era; examples include
CRISPR-based genome editing, stem cell programming,
and sequence-based personalized therapeutics. Ethical,
social, and spiritual implications of these continually ad-
vancing capabilities will be discussed.

Registration opens mid-April.
www.asa3.org
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