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Letter

of conversations Turkle wants us to have were not 
necessarily more empathetic. So is face-to-face, eye-
to-eye conversation itself inherently good, or is there 
more to it than that? That said, her fi nal “guideposts” 
(pp. 319–33) are helpful for thinking through how 
we might overcome some of the negative impacts of 
digital communication and work toward a world in 
which creativity and human connection can fl ourish. 

If one is looking for a book explaining what a con-
versation is and how to have a good one, Turkle’s 
book probably will not be of much benefi t, but for 
someone looking for language to describe the rela-
tional diffi culties that have arisen since the advent of 
the smartphone, Reclaiming Conversation offers a rich 
exploration that is, interestingly enough, rooted in 
great conversations between the author and others.

Reviewed by John Dyer, Executive Director of Communications and 
Educational Technology, Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, TX 
75204-6411. 

 

Letter
Pursuing the Truth despite the Cost
David Fasold was a merchant marine offi cer on a 
commercial transport boat and so knew a lot about 
boats. He heard about the possible Noah’s ark at 
Dogubayazit, Turkey, from Ron Wyatt, and when 
he came with Ron to see it in 1985, he was sure that 
it was a wreck of a boat. In 1988, his book, The Ark 

of Noah, which describes the reasons for his belief 
that the boat-shaped formation was Noah’s ark, was 
published. However, he had no training in geology. 
After several years of hearing from Ron Wyatt and 
others that the ribs, deck, and walls of the boat 
remains were composed of petrifi ed wood, he began 
to have some doubts. 

Fasold hired a TV crew from Germany to come 
with him to the ark site to photograph the petrifi ed 
wood of the boat ribs, himself paying for the crew’s 
airline tickets and expenses. While they were there, 
he discovered that Ron had carved the eroded and 
weathered fractures in the structure so that the spaces 
between the fractures made the rock layers between 
the fractures stand out like ribs. Unfortunately, he 
could not see any petrifi ed wood in them. So, Fasold 
had to tell the TV crew that he was sorry he had 
wasted their time, and he sent them home. 

Because of his rising doubts, Fasold collected twelve 
samples from various places at the structure that 
were being described as petrifi ed wood, along with 
an “iron bracket,” a part of an “anchor stone,” and 
a “reed stone.” With some risk, he smuggled the 
samples out of Turkey through customs. Somehow 
he got hold of me and asked me to voice my opinion. 
I had not been to the site, but I did a thin section 
study for him on all the samples he had collected. 
I then invited him to California State University 
Northridge and showed him what thin sections of 
fossilized wood looked like compared with thin sec-
tions of basalt and andesite. I also went to his house 
in San Diego and gave him a slide show on volcanic 
rocks so that he could understand what processes 

David Fasold in front of what at the time he thought were the remains of the ark 
(photo provided by David Fasold).

occur in the formation of volca-
noes. When all of this was done, 
he had no doubt in his mind that 
the formation was not Noah’s 
ark. 

David told me that his book, The 
Ark of Noah, was selling so fast 
that it was number 15 in world 
sales and that his book publisher 
was translating his book into fi ve 
different foreign languages. But 
realizing now that the structure 
was not Noah’s ark, he cancelled 
all further publication of the 
book, likely costing him hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in 
royalties. David just wanted the 
truth. 

He agreed to co-author an article 
with me for my website titled 
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“Bogus ‘Noah’s Ark’ from Turkey Exposed as a 
Common Geologic Structure,” which stated that 
the formation was not the remains of the ark. The 
article was later published in the Journal of Geological 
Education 44 (1996): 439–44.

Wikipedia, when recently checked, claims that 
Fasold later changed his mind and again believed 
that the site in eastern Turkey was Noah’s ark. This 
is not true. David had invested his savings and sold 
his house in order to study the site for many years. 
Having canceled his book, he died in 1998 essentially 
penniless, unable to even pay for his hospital care. 
So, I honor David as someone who demonstrated 
integrity to the end of his life, always willing to 
accept the truth, no matter how much it cost him. 

Lorence G. Collins 
ASA Friend
lorencec@sysmatrix.net 
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The readers of PSCF have long appreciated the 
many insightful book reviews published within 
its covers. If you would be open to being asked 
to contribute to this interesting and important 
service of writing a book review, please send a 
brief email that describes your areas of exper-
tise and preferred mailing address to Patrick 
Franklin at patrick.franklin@prov.ca. 

This information will be entered into a database 
that will bring you to the book review editors’ 
attention when a book of interest to you and 
PSCF readers becomes available for review. Of 
course, if a book is offered to you, you would 
still be able to accept or decline the mailing of 
the book. 
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