ascribed to Quirinius governing iterum, that is, a
second time in the area of Syria, prior to his well-
attested term which began in AD 6, appear to be
unconvincing. We also have a full list of governors
of Syria; C. Sentius Saturninus was the governor
between 10/9 and 7/6 BC, followed by P. Quincti-
lius Varus from 7/6 to 4 BC.

Though it is not the obvious meaning of the term, the
Greek word prote translated “first,” may have the
sense of “prior” in a comparative sense, indicating
that the census at the time of Jesus’s birth was prior
to the more famous census under Quirinius.

The Eclipse and Herod’s Death

The author’s contention that the eclipse in 4 BC was
probably not the eclipse to date Herod’s death, as it
occurred late at night when most would be asleep,
might seem, at first, a persuasive one, but it is a spe-
cious argument. Night watchmen could have observed
such an eclipse.

For his purposes, the author cites the authoritative
work on chronology by Jack Finegan, Handbook of Bibli-
cal Chronology (1998), but he ignores Finegan’s charts
(Tables 140 and 141), which clearly indicate that
Herod’s regnal years ended in 4 BC. In order to support
a later death, the author has to resort to the possibility
of antedating by Herod’s successors.

The author cites (n. 31), an article from Chronos,
Kairos, and Christos I edited by Jerry Vardaman. I was
the co-editor with Professor Vardaman of Chronos,
Kairos, Christos: Nativity and Chronological Studies Pre-
sented to Jack Finegan (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns,
1989) [hereafter cited as CKC I], to which Ernest Martin
contributed a chapter, “The Nativity and Herod’s
Death.” The consensus for that work dated Herod’s
death to 4 BC and was represented by Paul L. Maier,
“The Date of the Nativity and the Chronology of Jesus’
Life.” See also Harold W. Hoehner, Chronological
Aspects of the Life of Christ (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1977).

The “Star” of Bethlehem

There have been innumerable suggestions as to the
“star” of the Nativity (see my “The Magi Episode,”
CKC 1, 15-39). Ernest Martin considered the star
to be the planet Jupiter, as did Konradin Ferrari-
D’Occhieppo, emeritus professor of astronomy at the
University of Vienna, in his chapter, “The Star of the
Magi and Babylonian Astronomy” (CKC I, 41-53). Jerry
Vardaman, “Jesus’ Life: A New Chronology” (CKC I,
55-82), on the basis of his identification of the star with
Halley’s comet, dated Jesus’s birth to 12 BC!
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More recently, two scholars have identified the star
with a comet observed by the Chinese in 5 BC. See
Colin Humphreys (Cambridge University), “The Star
of Bethlehem —a Comet in 5 BC—and the Date of the
Birth of Christ,” Quarterly Journal of the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society 32 (1991): 389-407; see also James Sentell,
BLOG_POSTedit20a.pdf (31 pages with data from the
Jet Propulsion Lab). Among points with which I would
disagree with Sentell is my persuasion that the Magi
were Babylonian astrologers (see my Persia and the Bible
[Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1990), chap. 13, “The Magi”).

Edwin Yamauchi
Professor Emeritus
History Department
Miami University

Dating the Birth of Jesus from the Star
of the Nativity

I read with interest the article by James A. Nollet enti-
tled “Astronomical and Historical Evidence for Dating
the Nativity in 2 BC” (PSCF 64, no. 4 [2012]: 211-19).
The author goes into great detail discussing the avail-
able historical events regarding names of governors,
two Roman censi, and lunar eclipses that occurred dur-
ing the period 4-2 BC. Doing so, he tries to show that
Herod died in 1 BC, or even AD 1, contra the com-
monly accepted date of 4 BC. If so, Christ’s birth would
have occurred within 3-2 BC.

There are a number of astronomical arguments
regarding the nature of the star of Bethlehem dur-
ing the period 5-2 BC. A few astronomers mention
a “recurring nova” recorded by the Chinese in 5 BC,
which then reappeared a year later, thus setting
Christ’s birth circa 4 BC. If, however, Christ’s birth
was in 3-2 BC, astronomical calculations would point
to the star of Nativity as a conjunction of planets
(not a nova, supernova, or a comet). As reported in
The Christmas Star by John Mosley in 1988, and illus-
trated by Clay Frost (see msnbc.com, “That Christmas
‘Star of Wonder” still leaves plenty to wonder about,”
http:/ /msnbcmedia.msn.com/i/ MSNBC/Components
/Interactives/Technology_Science/Space/Star-of
-Bethelehem/star.swf [click on image] wupdated
12/24/2012), it is said that there were nine major
conjunctions that took place in the period from 3 BC to
2 BC.

But on August 12, 3 BC, there occurred a conjunction
of Venus and Jupiter that would have had particular
significance to astrologers who were also acquainted
with the book of Daniel. It occurred between Venus
and Jupiter in the constellation of Leo, near the star
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Regulus. Leo was the tribal sign of Judah. Jupiter was
the king planet for the Babylonians and the name for
Regulus was Sharru the king. Also Venus, named
Ishtar, was the chief Babylonian goddess associated
with femininity. Could it be that the magi, who were
observing the heavens and studying prophecy,
observed this phenomenon in the East and associated it
with the impending birth of a Jewish king in Judea?
Note that they did not follow the star but rather told
Herod that they had seen the star in the East (Matt. 2:2).
This portion of the trip would have been based on a
natural phenomenon (with the timing ordained by God;
see Gal. 4:4).

However, the trip from Jerusalem to Bethlehem was
clearly a supernatural phenomenon. The following of

the “star” took place only after the magi were willing
to travel to Bethlehem, away from the center of activi-
ties in obedience to what the scripture had predicted in
Micah 5:2. This then led to a miracle, in response to
their perseverance, when God specifically directs the
magi to the exact location where the Christ child was
(Matt. 2:9).

In any case, regardless of the precise timing of
Jesus’s birth, that included both natural events and
a supernatural guidance, the wonderful miracle of the
Nativity is the same.

Kenell J. Touryan
ASA Fellow £

ﬂ The 68™ Annual Meeting of the American Scientific Affiliation

In God’s Image: Celebrating
Creativity in Science and Invention

“You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet.”
—Psalm 8:6, NIV

L
And

St

Mary Wagner

_)

y Bocarsly Jeff Cornwall Jim Van Dam Bruce A. Vojak

Plenary Speakers:

* ANDY BOCARSLY, Professor of Chemistry, Princeton University, Founder of Liquid Light Inc.

* JEFF CORNWALL, Jack C. Massey Chair in Entrepreneurship and Director of the Center for
Entrepreneurship, Belmont University

* Jim VAN DAM, Director, Research Division, Fusion Energy Sciences, Office of Energy Sciences,
US Department of Energy

* BRUCE A. VOJAK, Associate Dean for Administration, College of Engineering, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

* IMARY WAGNER, Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice and Administration, Rutgers
University

July 19-22, 2013

Program Chair: Robert Kaita, Princeton University
Local Arrangements Chair: Todd Lake
Registration: www.asa3.org

Belmont University
1900 Belmont Blvd
Nashville, TN 37212

72 Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith



	New Table of Contents
	MAKING PEACE WITH THE LAND: God’s Call to Reconcile with Creation by Fred Bahnson and Norman Wirzba. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012. 182 pages. Paperback; $15.00. ISBN: 978-0830834570. 52
	Reviewed by J. David Holland, Associate Professor of Biological Science, Benedictine University, Springfield, IL 62702.

	AN INTRODUCTION TO EVOLUTIONARY ETHICS by Scott M. James. Malden, MA: Wiley- Blackwell, 2011. 240 pages. Paperback; $34.95. ISBN: 9781405193962. 53
	Reviewed by Lloyd W. J. Aultman-Moore, Professor of Philosophy, Waynesburg University, Waynesburg, PA 15370.

	AMERICAN GENESIS: The Evolution Controversies from Scopes to Creation Science by Jeffrey P. Moran. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. 196 pages. Hardcover; $29.95. ISBN: 9780195183498. 54
	Reviewed by David Brodnax Sr., Associate Professor of History, Trinity Christian College, Palos Heights, IL 60463.

	EVOLUTION AND BELIEF: Confessions of a Religious Paleontologist by Robert J. Asher. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012. xxiii + 300 pages. Hardcover; $24.99. ISBN: 9780521193832. 56
	Reviewed by Ryan M. Bebej, Assistant Professor of Biology, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

	CREATING LIFE IN THE LAB: How New Discoveries in Synthetic Biology Make a Case for the Creator by Fazale Rana. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2011. 235 pages. Paperback; $17.99. ISBN: 9780801072093.  58
	Reviewed by Sara Sybesma Tolsma, Professor of Biology, Northwestern College, Orange City, IA 50141.

	LAKE VIEWS: This World and the Universe by Steven Weinberg. Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2011. 259 pages. Paperback; $18.95. ISBN: 9780674062306. 59
	Reviewed by Donald N. Petcher, Covenant College, Lookout Mtn., GA 30750.

	PARADISE LUST: Searching for the Garden of Eden by Brook Wilensky-Lanford. New York: Grove Press, 2011. xviii + 291 pages. Hardcover; $25.00. ISBN: 978- 0802119803. 61
	Reviewed by Judith Toronchuk, Psychology and Biology Departments (retired), Trinity Western University, Langley, BC V2Y 1Y1.

	THE BLACKWELL COMPANION TO SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY by James B. Stump and Alan G. Padgett, eds. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012. xix + 644 pages. Hardcover; $199.95. ISBN: 9781444335712. 62
	Reviewed by Neil Beavan, interim pastor of Edmonton Japanese Christian Church, Edmonton, AB. Neil is also a consultant who does paleontological environmental assessments.

	GOD AND THE COSMOS: Divine Activity in Space, Time and History by Harry Lee Poe and Jimmy H. Davis. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press Academic, 2012. 292 pages, illustrations, indices. Paperback; $24.00. ISBN: 9780830839544. 64
	Reviewed by Arnold E. Sikkema, Professor of Physics, Trinity Western University, Langley, BC, Canada V2Y 1Y1.

	GOOD NEWS FOR SCIENCE: Why Scientific Minds Need God by Davis A. Young. Oxford, MS: Malius Press, 2012. 349 pages. Paperback; $14.50. ISBN: 978- 0982048610. 66
	Reviewed by Bruce Buttler, Canadian University College, Lacombe, Alberta, Canada.

	WONDERS IN OUR WORLD: Insights from God’s Two Books by Cheryl Touryan, Kenell Touryan, and Lara Touryan-Whelan. Littleton, CO: Family Foundations International, 2012. 108 pages, index. Paperback; no price indicated. ISBN: 9781881189640. 66
	Reviewed by Robert Rogland, retired science teacher at Covenant High School, Tacoma, WA 98465.

	THE SCIENCES OF THE SOUL: The Early Modern Origins of Psychology by Fernando Vidal, translated by Saskia Brown. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press, 2011. 440 pages, 3 halftones, 14 line drawings, 8 tables, 3 appendices, bibliography, index. Hard
	Reviewed by Wayne D. Norman, Simpson University, 2211 College View Drive, Redding, CA 96003.

	RELIGION IN HUMAN EVOLUTION: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age by Robert N. Bellah. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2011. 606 pages, plus notes, and index. Hardcover; $39.95. ISBN: 9780674061439. 68
	Reviewed by Clarence W. Joldersma, Professor of Education, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.
	Evidence for an Earlier Nativity 70
	Edwin Yamauchi

	Dating the Birth of Jesus from the Star of the Nativity 71
	Ken Touryan





