e Universes that are complex enough to produce intelli-
gent beings are too complex to be understood by those
beings.

e There is an omnipotent God, who made the universe
the way it is to support our existence.

Only by assigning virtually zero probabilities (less than
101%) to all of these does one come to a conclusion that
a multiverse explanation is the best one. This alone sug-
gests that multiverse explanations be treated with consid-
erable skepticism.

Ronald Larson

ASA Member

GG Brown Professor of Chemical Engineering

Professor of Macromolecular Science and Engineering,
Biomedical Engineering, and Mechanical Engineering
Department of Chemical Engineering

2300 Hayward

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2136

Mann Responds to Larson

Ron Larson’s fanciful example highlights the need to
have a high degree of skepticism about extrapolating
scientific knowledge well beyond its known limits. While
I share his skepticism concerning the multiverse as an
explanation for existence, it is important to listen to the
arguments of its proponents, if only because of their
prominence and number in the scientific community.

Letters

Perhaps some old-fashioned intellectual wrestling with
this concept, from both scientific and theological perspec-
tives, might lead us to a deeper understanding of the
particularity of our existence!

Robert B. Mann

ASA Fellow

Professor of Physics & Applied Mathematics
University of Waterloo

Waterloo ON N2L 3G1

A Heavenly Science?

In the two reviews of Hugh Ross’s More than a Theory
(PSCF 61, no. 3 [2009]: 201-3), neither reviewer mentions
a problem with the old earth creationism argued by Rea-
sons to Believe (RtB). If we consider just the fossils of
genus Homo and its antecedents over about 5 %2 million
years noted by Robert B. Mann (“The Puzzle of Exis-
tence,” ibid., p. 155), there were, among others, changes
toward more efficient bipedality, increased manual dex-
terity, and a much larger brain. The obvious conclusion,
if there are several sequentially created species involved,
is that the Creator was experimenting, learning from
the forms that went extinct. God’s works then seem to
parallel human experience, much like the shift from the
vibrating ignition coil powered by dry cells of some early
cars, through the breaker point, at first manually con-
trolled and later by means of centrifugal and vacuum
advance, to today’s electronic controls. Human beings
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Letters

learned from the shortcomings at each level and adapted
technological breakthroughs as they became available.
Is God so limited in intellect that he must learn similarly?
If Ross’s deity were not learning from the sequence of
forms, why did creation from Big Bang to now take nearly
thirteen billion years?

An omnipotent and omniscient deity could have
instantaneously created everything, fully formed and
inhabited, as in the philosopher’s game that posits a
world only five minutes old. Why tinker over billions of
years? Ross’s problem does not arise if evolution, both
physical and biological, is the means God determined for
the development of his creation. Even Augustine recog-
nized the possibility of instant creation followed by tem-
poral development. There is a radical difference between
a universe and its deity that (1) develops contingently
within the rules determined by God or (2) is revised by

regularly creating improvements based on what was
learned through the interaction and extinction of the
previously created entities. If God were not learning,
the indication is that he was producing a multibillion-
year pattern to mislead students of the universe. Ross’s
approach, contrary to his claim, is not a scientifically
testable hypothesis, for it includes metaphysical or theo-
logical notions. It does, however, run counter to orthodox
theology. I am certain that Ross and the staff of RtB
espouse orthodoxy, but, unfortunately, the implications
of their ideas do not match their intent.

David F. Siemens, Jr.

ASA Fellow

Canyon Institute for Advanced Studies

3217 E. Shea Blvd., Suite 452

Phoenix, AZ 85028

dfsiemensjr@juno.com *

Note from the Editor

I'am pleased to present a breakdown of the articles submitted to PSCF during the period from

August 1, 2008 through July 31, 2009.

Statistics: August 1, 2008—July 31, 2009

Articles and Total Accepted Pending Rejected Submitted by | Accepted from
Communications Submitted ASA/CSCA ASA/CSCA
Apologetics 2 1 2 1
Biotechnology 2 1 1 1 1
Cosmology 1 1 1 1
Design/ID 1 1 1 0
Environment 1 1

Ethics 2 2

Evolution 3 1 2 1 1
Linguistics 1 1 1 0
Mathematics 1 1 1 1
Medicine 1 1 0
Sci/Rel/HOS 4 2 2 2 1
Social Sciences 2 1 1 1 0
Theology 5 1 4 2 0
Scripture/Science 9 8 4 0
YEC/Flood 3 1 2 1 1
Author Exchange 1 1

Essay Review 4 4 3 3
Interview 1 1 1 1
Totals 48 17 (35.4%) 4 (8.3%) 27 (56.3%) 24 (50.0%) 11 (22.9%)

Arie Leegwater, Editor
leeg@calvin.edu
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