ness of mathematics in the natural sciences and justifies
Clouser’s argument on how God “impacts” human
development of scientific theories.
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Nature or what cannot be properly termed as natural.
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fore, the existence of all that is depends on God’s self-existence.
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14 Science does not deal with first causes. The scientist qua human
being creates scientific theories that deal only with secondary
causes. However, the human elements of consciousness and ration-
ality are not an integral part of the laws and models themselves.
Note that theoretical models of Nature and the predictions that fol-
low from them are exactly like mathematical systems with axioms
and theorems like Euclidean geometry. However, logical connec-
tions, which may or may not correspond to causal physical influ-
ences, propagate equally well in either direction. Therefore, the
choice of what constitutes an axiom or a theorem is arbitrary.
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Reading God’s Works in a

Non-Christian Context

I wish to thank George Murphy for again stimulating my
thinking about general revelation in his article “Reading
God’s Two Books” (PSCF 58, no. 1 [March 2006]: 64-7).
His recommendation, which I agree with, is that people
need to read the book of God’s Word before reading the
book of God’s Works, for natural theology is dependent on
revelation for its validity. While this approach is theologi-
cally sound, and appropriate for Christian theologians,
it is practically inadequate in the normal experience of
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people in the real world. I spend most of my time working
with scientists and medical personnel who are not Chris-
tians and who have no knowledge of the Bible.

First, many people around the world are not interested
in reading the Bible, which they perceive as being
“owned” by Christians and is just for Christians. But these
people will read and observe and marvel at nature, which
they all equally enjoy (Matt. 5:45). Therefore, where we
meet most unbelievers is at the interface of God’s works
and his Words, they having already read the former but
not the latter. We do not have the luxury of organizing
their order of reading these two books. Furthermore, I find
many people’s interest especially piqued when they see
the way in which the Bible logically and systematically
explains the origins and meaning of the natural world
which they had only previously observed.

Second, few cultures that I am familiar with find the
god behind nature to be “cruel and ruthless.” They may
find this god to be capricious, but not evil. Attitudes to
Nature (Jean Holm, ed. [New York: Pinter Publishers, 1994]),
which I reviewed in these pages several years ago, intro-
duced the views to nature of the main world religions.
Virtually all of the religions introduced reflected a sense
of harmony and unity between humans and the created
world. Therefore I do not share Murphy’s concern that
reading nature before reading God’s Word will prejudice
people toward erroneous or unchangeable views of God.

Within this context, how can we successfully lead peo-
ple to do what Murphy is suggesting, to read God’s Word,
first and foremost? My challenge for scientists interested
in engaging unbelievers in reading God’s Word with inter-
est, is to employ what Reinhold Niebuhr dubbed “middle
level axioms,” to wit, to use the jargon and concepts we
have in common with these people to present the beliefs
we hold as Christians. For example, one might use the
word “environment” rather than “creation,” and then
pour into the word “environment” all that you know to be
true about that creation from the Word of God. This way
you will not be discredited by listeners who perceive you
to blindly hold to your pet, Christian words. This
approach is useful when talking with unbelievers from
other cultural contexts, and I might add, it is increasingly
necessary when talking with people in the US and other
Western countries who have been raised in a post-Chris-
tian context. I have spent considerable time working out
how this works in the Chinese context, where I live and
work, and would be willing to share a manuscript I have
on this topic with interested readers (email me).

I am pleased to see Murphy accepting, albeit reluc-
tantly, the value of the classical view of building Christian
theology on the foundation of natural theology. Even
though it is not his preference, we must admit the common
experience of the people in the world is to read God’s two
books backwards. Finally, I want to thank Dr. Murphy
for helping me with my thoughts and writing on these
issues currently and in the past.

Mark A. Strand
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Colorado Springs, CO 80919
MARKSTRAND3@aol.com

255



	New Table of Contents
	ENVIRONMENT, INC.: From Grassroots to Beltway by Christopher J. Bosso. Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas Press, 2005. 208 pages, notes, bibliography, index. Paperback; $15.95. ISBN: 0700613684. 241
	Reviewed by J. David Holland, 868 Oxford Drive, Chatham, IL 62629. 241

	HOW DO YOU KNOW YOU’RE NOT WRONG? Responding to Objections That Leave Christians Speechless by Paul Copan. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2005. 272 pages, notes. Paperback; $14.99. ISBN: 0801064996. 241
	Reviewed by J. David Holland, 868 Oxford Drive, Chatham, IL 62629. 242

	HOPE OR HYPE: The Obsession with Medical Advances and the High Cost of False Promises by Richard A. Deyo and Donald L. Patrick. New York: AMACOM, 2005. 336 pages, index. Hardcover; $24.95. ISBN: 0814408451. 242
	Reviewed by T. Timothy Chen, St. Louis Chinese Gospel Church, Manchester, MO 63017. 242

	WHEN SICKNESS HEALS: The Place of Religious Belief in Healthcare by Siroj Sorajjakool. Philadelphia, PA: Templeton Foundation Press, 2006. 149 pages, bibliography and index. Paperback; $19.95. ISBN: 9781599470900. 243
	Reviewed by Mark A. Strand, Shanxi Evergreen Service, Yuci, Shanxi, China, 030600. 243

	UNDERWATER TO GET OUT OF THE RAIN by Trevor Norton. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo Press, 2006. 385 pages. Hardcover; $25.00. ISBN: 0306814870. 243
	Reviewed by Richard Ruble, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. 244

	CREATION REGAINED: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview by Albert M. Wolters. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2005. 145 pages. Paperback; $12.00. ISBN: 0802829694. 244
	Reviewed by Richard Ruble, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. 244

	THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC TRUTH by Nigel Brush. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2005. 280 pages, references, index. Paperback; $14.99. ISBN: 0825422531. 244
	Review by Lawrence Olsen, Professor of Chemistry, Asbury College, Wilmore, KY 40390. 245

	CHRISTIANITY AND PROCESS THOUGHT: Spirituality for a Changing World by Joseph A. Bracken. Philadelphia, PA: Templeton Foundation Press, 2006. 176 pages, index. Paperback; $19.95. ISBN: 1932031987. 245
	Reviewed by Jonathan D. Parker, student, University of Alabama- Huntsville, Huntsville, AL 35802. 246

	WHAT GOD KNOWS: Time and the Question of Divine Knowledge by Harry Lee Poe and Stanley Mattson, eds. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2005. 175 pages, notes, index. Paperback. ISBN: 1932792120. 246
	Reviewed by John W. Burgeson, Rico Community Church, Rico, CO 81332. 247

	THE REST OF GOD: Restoring Your Soul by Restoring the Sabbath by Mark Buchanan. Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group, 2006. 256 pages. Hardcover; $17.99. ISBN: 0849918480. 247
	Reviewed by J. David Holland, 868 Oxford Drive, Chatham, IL 62629. 247

	IS THE BIBLE INTOLERANT? Sexist? Oppressive? Homophobic? Outdated? Irrelevant? by Amy Orr-Ewing. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006. 142 pages. Paperback; $12.00. ISBN: 083083351X.  247
	Reviewed by Richard Ruble, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. 248

	BUT IS IT ALL TRUE? The Bible and the Question of Truth by Alan G. Padgett and Patrick R. Keifert, eds. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006. 175 pages. Paperback; $16.00. ISBN: 0802863167. 248
	Reviewed by Richard Ruble, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. 248

	SOCIAL-SCIENCE COMMENTARY ON THE LETTERS OF PAUL by Bruce J. Malina and John J. Pilch. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2006. 418 pages. Paperback; $27.00. ISBN: 0800636406. 248
	Reviewed by Richard Ruble, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. 249

	A HISTORY OF APOLOGETICS by Avery Cardinal Dulles. San Francisco, CA: Ignatius Press, 2005. 416 pages, bibliography, index. Paperback; $18.95. ISBN: 0898709334. 249
	Reviewed by Robert Rogland, science teacher, Covenant High School, Tacoma, WA 98405. 250

	THE TRUTH ABOUT TOLERANCE: Pluralism, Diversity and the Culture Wars by Brad Stetson and Joseph G. Conti. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 183 pages, notes, index. Paperback; $16.00. ISBN: 0820827870.  250
	Reviewed by John W. Burgeson, Rico Community Church, Rico, CO 81332. 250

	FREAKONOMICS: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2005. 207 pages, notes, index. Hardcover; $25.95. ISBN: 006073132X.  250
	Reviewed by John W. Burgeson, Rico Community Church, Rico, CO 81332. 251

	WONDER: From Emotion to Spirituality by Robert C. Fuller. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2006. 188 pages. Hardcover; $24.95. ISBN: 0807829951. 251
	Reviewed by Richard Ruble, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. 251

	SOCIAL WORK AND DIVINITY by Daniel Lee and Robert O’Gorman, eds. New York: The Haworth Social Work Press, 2005. 164 pages. Paperback; $12.95. ISBN: 0789027577. 251
	Reviewed by Mark A. Strand, Shanxi Evergreen Service, Yuci, Shanxi, China, 030600. 252
	Intelligent Design from an Old Earth Creationist Perspective 252
	Gavin McGrath 253

	Correction: Values in Millimeters, Not Inches! 253
	Carol A. Hill 253

	Titanic Deck Chairs and the “Real” Adam 253
	The Two Books: An Appreciated Article 253
	Harry Alkema  253

	Reduction in Science 253
	P. G. Nelson 254

	Set Theoretic Analysis of the Whole of Reality 254
	Moorad Alexanian 255

	Reading God’s Works in a Non-Christian Context 255
	Mark A. Strand 255





