
Syzygy: Aligning Heaven,
Earth, and Faith

Dur ing my fresh man year in col lege, 
I enrolled with some trep i da tion
in a two- semes ter, six-credit-hour

course called ”West ern Civ i li za tion I & II.”
Fresh out of grad u ate school, Pro fes sor Conrad
DiMichele attempted to excite stu dents with
the fas ci na tion of his tory. Far more than
 simply retell ing dated his tor i cal events, his
teach ing style was to extrap o late issues and
prob lems from a his tor i cal con text and recast 
them into con tem po rary times. From those
classes, I gained insight into the lin ear pro -
gres sion of his tor i cal events and the cycloid
of issues that human kind has faced from the
dawn of cre ation through the pres ent.

DiMichele pro vided an insight into what
he called “pre-Adam ic human his tory,”
humans liv ing before the recorded sto ries of
the Hebrew Scrip tures. As a naive nine teen-
year-old, I won dered and strug gled with this
infor ma tion and fee bly tried to rec on cile it
with the inter pre ta tion of the Gen e sis cre -
ation story that I had been taught at home
and at church. How ever, the two streams of
thought—human his tory and the Holy Bible—
seemed “out-of-line” and irrec on cil able. So
who was wrong, DiMichele or my biblicist-
ori ented pas tor?

Evan gel i cal Chris tians, who accept the
Scrip tures as God’s writ ten Word, are con -
stantly chal lenged to rec on cile their faith
sys tem with the books of God—the laws of
nature and the scroll of Scrip ture. Inves ti -
ga tion of nature and the ol ogy con tin u ally
uncov ers both new accounts of their con for -
ma tion as well as dis turb ing evi dences of
con flict. What is the res o lu tion?

Chris tians have worked to adju di cate
nature and the ol ogy in sev eral ways. Some
have main tained a “Bible sci ence” and dis re -
garded any evi dence of nat u ral sci ence that

seems to con flict with the “bib li cal evi dence.” 
Oth ers have skill fully com part men tal ized
the ol ogy as spir i tual real ity and nat u ral sci -
ence as mate rial real ity, never allow ing the
twain to meet. Another approach has made
Scrip ture sub ser vi ent to sci ence, result ing in
a rad i cal rein ter pre ta tion of Scrip ture to fit
the ol ogy into nature. And finally some have
cho sen to main tain an equiv a lent respect for
both of God’s books, believ ing that care ful
read ing and inter pre ta tion will ulti mately
result in a har mo ni ous syn the sis.

In the reg u lar paper sec tion of this issue,
four authors reveal how they har mo ni ously
rec on cile Scrip ture and sci ence. In his trea -
tise on Adam, John McIntyre places this char -
ac ter at a tra di tional time-line spot, 4000 BC,
sug gest ing that a pre-his tor i cal evo lu tion ary 
line of Homo sapi ens pre-dated a real per son,
Adam. Ray mond Zimmer pres ents a nat u ral
com ple men tary met a phor, the Ubaid period
(5000 BC) along with the evo lu tion of lan -
guage to frame the bib li cal story of the Fall.
Carol Hill tack les the issue of a “uni ver sal”
Noachian flood and care fully dem on strates
geo log i cal and arche o log i cal evi dence to show 
that a more lim ited Mesopotamian flood cor -
re sponds to the bib li cal Noachian flood. Alan
Padgett uses a philo soph i cal frame work—
dia lec ti cal real ism—to align the ol ogy and
sci ence. He argues that this approach best
pro vides a frame work for a con tin ued dia -
logue between the ol ogy and sci ence.

Read our authors in this issue. In so
doing, you can gain an insight on how four
Chris tians have worked to bring their faith,
nat u ral sci ence, and the Chris tian Scrip tures
into a met a phoric syz ygy. R

Sed u lous read ing,

Roman J. Miller, Edi tor
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The View from Shepherd’s Knoll …
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