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In his Rede Lec ture at Cam bridge, in May 1959,
C. P. Snow describes two wars: one in the late nine -
teenth cen tury between reli gion and sci ence, and
the other in the sec ond half of the twen ti eth cen tury
between the sci ences and human i ties.1 In a recent
arti cle in Sci ence titled “Decons truct ing the Sci ence
Wars by Recon structing an Old Mold,” Ste phen Jay
Gould quotes Snow’s arti cle and attempts to find a
“golden mean,” or the aurea mediocritus of Hor ace and 
Aris totle for the unde clared war between the sci -
ences and the human i ties.2 The for mer rep re sents all 
work ing sci en tists that gen er ally uphold the objec -
tive and pro gres sive nature of sci en tific knowl edge,
dubbed “real ists,” and the lat ter, all of the human i -
ties and social sci ences, where postmodernists regard
all claims to truth to be cul tur ally embed ded,
includ ing sci ence. In fact, the truth claims in sci ence
are con sid ered as social con structs with their own
con ven tions and arbi trari ness.

It fol lows imme di ately from the above that Chris -
tian ity’s truth claims, which are based both on
rev e la tion and the use of rea son, put the Chris tians
con cerned with the rela tion ships between faith and
sci ence in the mid dle of both wars men tioned by
Snow: between revealed reli gion and sci ence on the
one hand, and between the sci ences and the human -
i ties on the other hand. As we will dis cuss below,
the for mer has cre ated a new bat tle ground, a stand -
off between pro po nents of Intel li gent Design on one 
side, and the Nat u ral ists, on the other side.

The Question
If Chris tians con cerned with the rela tion ships

between faith and sci ence agree that all truth is

God’s truth, and that all knowl edge—whether it be
socially con structed, empir i cally deter mined, or
expe ri enced through divine rev e la tion—comes from
God, could we find a golden mean that does jus tice to
all three modes of knowl edge, with out hope lessly
com pro mis ing the valid ity of any one of them?
To answer this ques tion cor rectly, we, as with
Gould, first have to take a hard look at the alleged
dichot omy between objec tive real ism and sub jec tive 
rel a tiv ism, and then add the ele ment of divine rev e -
la tion into the equa tion. But unlike Gould, we find
the golden mean through apologetics.

Objectivity and Subjectivity in
Human Knowledge

The polar iza tion between objec tive-real ism and
sub jec tive-rel a tiv ism cre ated by social constructivists 
rep re sents a false dichot omy based on a mis un der -
stand ing of sci en tific truth claims. This mis un der -
stand ing has arisen from a mis rep re sen ta tion of what 
sci ence actu ally entails. It is an objectivist myth that
sci ence is based on a fully gen eral method, rooted in 
obser va tion and exper i men ta tion, by minds con -
sciously free of bias, using uni ver sal tools of rea son
to accu mu late reli able knowl edge, steadily and
inex o ra bly. In fact, as with all human activ i ties,
 science is and always will remain part of human cul -
ture. Despite their best efforts to remain objec tive,
sci en tists are human, sub ject to emo tional and even
irra tio nal vaga ries, and reluc tant to give up cher -
ished and estab lished the o ries even in view of
anom a lies that ques tion their accepted norms.3 A
clas sic exam ple is the man ner in which Wegener
was ostra cized and rid i culed by col leagues for his
the ory of tec tonic plates in 1915.4 Wegener sup -
ported his work with exten sive geo log i cal research
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but died in 1930 as an intel lec tual out cast. Now,
almost sev enty years after his death, his idea is
accepted as com mon wis dom.

Rescher Ap proach: What is Ob jec tiv ity
I believe the first step toward remov ing this false

dichot omy is to revisit the cor rect def i ni tion for
objec tiv ity best artic u lated by Nich o las Rescher in
his book Objec tiv ity: The Obli ga tion of Imper sonal Rea -
son. Rescher says that the pres ent and more rel e vant 
mode of “objec tiv ity” relates

… to the appro pri ate ness of claims or con ten tions,
address ing the ques tion of whether a claim is imper -
son ally and gener i cally cogent rather than per sonal
and idio syn cratic—whether it holds not just for me
(ego cen tric sub jec tiv ity) or for some of us (paro chial
sub jec tiv ity) but for all of us (imper sonal or inter -
per sonal objec tiv ity). It is this epistemic mode of
objec tiv ity that pri mar ily con cerns us here. Objec -
tiv ity in this sense has to do not with the sub ject
mat ter of a claim but with its jus ti fi ca tion.5 

Such objec tiv ity calls for seek ing to elim i nate the
dis tort ing influ ence of per sonal or paro chial eccen -
tric i ties. It is not at odds with hav ing par tic u lar
com mit ments, and in fact, accepts contextuality (the 
sine qua non of social con struc tion ists) as an objec -
tive fact. In the last chap ter enti tled “Is Objec tiv ity
Sub ject to Limits?” Rescher dem on strates that the
very fact that we all have a “pri vate space” in life
where sub jec tiv ity reigns supreme, is itself an objec -
tive fact about our con di tion, as best ratio nal inquiry
reveals to us.6 Finally, Rescher con cludes: 

Intel li gence does not stand as one lim ited fac ulty
over against oth ers (emo tion, affec tion, and the like). 
It is an all-per va sive light that can shine through to
every endeavor, even those in which rea son her self
is not involved. What ever human under tak ing is
valid and appro pri ate can be shown to be sound by
the use of rea son. It is the exer cise of objectivizing
ratio nal ity that informs us about pri or i ties.7

The Polanyi Ap proach: Per sonal
Knowl edge

Michael Polanyi in his mon u men tal work titled
Per sonal Knowl edge Towards a Post-Crit i cal Phi los o phy

tack les the issue of objec tiv ity in the frame work
of per sonal knowl edge.8 The lat ter is man i fested in
the physical sci ences, and is seen to work even
more exten sively in the social/behav ioral sci ences.
In both dis ci plines, the act of know ing, accord ing to
Polanyi, includes an eval u a tion—a per sonal dimen -
sion that bridges the disjunction between sub jec tiv -
ity and objec tiv ity, bring ing fact and value, and
sci ence and human ity back together. Polanyi dem -
on strates that the sci en tist’s per sonal par tic i pa tion
in the dis cov ery and val i da tion is an indis pens able
part of sci ence itself. Even in the phys i cal sci ences,
“know ing” is ulti mately an art where the skill of the
knower guided by per sonal com mit ment will put
him or her in con tact with real ity. All this becomes
even more evi dent in the bio log i cal and behav ioral
sci ences. All in all, there is nei ther a real ity entirely
inde pend ent of human inquiry nor a per spec tive
with out some influ ence from the world.

A good exam ple of Rescher’s and Polanyi’s anal -
y ses is an hon est eval u a tion made by anthro pol o gist 
David Lewis. Lewis con tends that anthro pol o gists
strive for objec tiv ity, but rarely, if ever, can break
free from the fet ters of sub jec tiv ity.9 Increas ingly,
sci en tists are rec og niz ing that the anthro pol o gist’s
own back ground, the o ret i cal bias, and expe ri ence of 
field work can chan nel his or her think ing along
lines that affect the con clu sion reached. In fact, in
Lewis’ own study of reli gious aware ness in Rus sia
and Cen tral Asia, he claims that a reli gious faith in
the researcher can actu ally be an advan tage rather
than a dis ad van tage.

The Cul tural Con tin uum
With these insights into objec tiv ity, we can now

recon struct the cul tural con tin uum of H. G. Cassidy
(Fig ure 1) where all dis ci plines are periph er ally and
radi ally related and where meta phys i cal, philo soph i -
cal, and theo log i cal frame works pro vide a world
view for the var i ous dis ci plines.10 These dis ci plines
cover the full spec trum of aca demic activ i ties,
 circumscribing the exact and inex act sci ences, the
rea soned and the revealed, the objec tive and the
sub jec tive, the quan ti ta tive and the qual i ta tive; each 
approach rep re sent ing an incom plete but essen tial
aspect of human activ ity. What we then look for is
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an aggre gate of these endeav ors, woven together as
indi vid ual strands, into a coher ent whole. One way
for the Chris tian to do this, is to look for the golden
mean through apologetics.

The Five Strands of Evidence
For Chris tians con cerned with the rela tion ship

between faith and sci ence, the cen tral ity of reli gion,
spe cif i cally in the form of Chris tian truth claims,
gives a coher ent view of real ity. To jus tify our con -
ten tion, we resort to the anal ogy of the weav ing
together of a mul ti plic ity of strands where each
strand rep re sents an aspect of real ity, nec es sary for
grasp ing truth, but suf fi cient only when all the
strands are taken together as a whole.12 To this end,
a Chris tian apol o gist can iden tify five strands of evi -
dences, each of which is nec es sary but not suf fi cient,
unless woven together into a rope of mul ti ple
strands that can with stand attacks from any source,
be it from the onto log i cal nat u ral ist, the cul tural
con struc tion ist, or the reli gious extrem ist. The mul -
ti ple strand approach will pro vide the only
sat is fac tory answer for resolv ing the dichot omy
between the objec tive and the sub jec tive, faith and
rea son. One way to rep re sent these five strands is as
fol lows:13 (1) evi dences from the phys i cal uni verse;
(2) evi dences from human nature; (3) evi dences
from his tory and archae ol ogy; (4) evi dences from
Scrip tures, and (5) evi dences from self (or intu itive)
knowl edge, where the indi vid ual con tacts the Cre -
ator in the inner most parts of his or her being. For
the sake of com plete ness, let me briefly explain the
scope of each evi dence.

1. Evidences from the Physical World
The renewed empha sis on Intel li gent Design has
brought into focus sev eral evi dences from nature
that have become the favored apol o getic tools for
some Chris tians, but tar gets of attack by onto log i cal
nat u ral ists. Among the more com pel ling evi dences
are: (a) the prob lem of ori gins (uni verse and life);
(b) the fine-tuned uni verse;14 (c) spec i fied com plex ity 
and irre duc ible com plex ity;15 (d) Goedels’ the o rem of
incom plete ness applied to math e mat ics and infor -
ma tion the ory;16 and (e) the unrea son able effec tive -
ness of math e mat ics at mod el ing the phys i cal world. 

Each evi dence has shed some new light on the
pos si bil ity of find ing empir i cal evi dence for intel li -
gent design in nature, which Hugh Ross calls the
“fin ger print of God” after the man ner of Psalm 8:3.
How ever, it should be noted that the coun ter-attack
from nat u ral ists has been strong, per va sive, and often
effec tive.17 Though these evi dences col lec tively rep -
re sent an impor tant strand of evi dence for a Cre ator
and strengthen the faith of the believer, they often
leave the com mit ted nat u ral ist unim pressed. A ques -
tion often asked by the onto log i cal nat u ral ist as he
chal lenges the ID advo cates is, “How would sci ence 
be done dif fer ently if one accepts design?” I believe
that an appro pri ate answer would be that of Nobel
Lau re ate I. I. Rabi, a con ser va tive Jew. One of his oft
quoted state ments goes as fol lows: 

Phys ics filled me with awe, put me in touch with a
sense of orig i nal causes. Phys ics brought me closer
to God. That feel ing stayed with me through out my
years in sci ence. When ever one of my stu dents came
to me with a sci en tific pro ject, I asked only one ques -
tion, “Will it bring you nearer to God?”18

Here, Rabi does not stop at the empir i cal evi -
dence of an Intel li gent Designer, but by iden ti fy ing
the Intel li gent Designer as the Cre ator, it leads him
to expe ri ence the unity between the way he can
know God and do his sci en tific work. 

2. Nature of Human Existence 
The issues here are the fact of human exis tence, the
mean ing of life, the com plex ity of self, human con -
scious ness, the moral uni verse, man’s innate sense
of the noum i nal, among oth ers. One key unre solved
ques tion today is whether human con scious ness will 
ever be explained from a purely nat u ral is tic approach.
Penrose, for exam ple, argues for a new phys ics that
would approach the study of con scious ness from a
yet unknown angle such as quan tum mechan i cal
wave func tion coher ence. At pres ent, con scious ness
tran scends com pu ta tion.19 
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In a recent book, psy chol o gist Jerome Kagan
from Har vard breaks rank with con ven tional ana -
lysts and pres ents empir i cal evi dence that humans
are: (a) free and will ful enough to do things for rea -
sons; (b) self-con scious enough to appre ci ate the
sig nif i cance of expe ri ences; (c) aware of long-term
con se quences of action, and (d) spir i tual enough to
be moti vated to be good (not just max i mize plea sure 
and min i mize pain, accord ing to the wis dom of evo -
lu tion ary psy chol ogy).20 Although the claims of
Penrose and Kagan have been strongly debated,
nev er the less humans under stand things in a way
that no com puter ever will. 

The hier ar chy of knowl edge in under stand ing
real ity, the so-called supervienience the ory, a bot -
tom-up struc ture con sid ered by some IDers as being 
reductionist, is another approach that dem on strates
that the whole is always more than the sum of its
parts.21 The tre men dous com plex ity inher ent in the
nature of human exis tence pres ents a real chal lenge
to the nat u ral ist, and thus rep re sents the sec ond
strand of evi dence.

3. Evidences from History and Archaeology
If the evi dences from nature point to God’s fin ger -
print, his tory points to his foot steps. After all, if God
cre ated man in space and time, it is only log i cal that
he should inter act with human affairs in his tory. Can
his foot steps be heard in human his tory? Here the
Chris tian apol o gist raises many intrigu ing ques tions 
where purely nat u ral is tic answers are inad e quate.
For exam ple, reli gion has been found to be per sis tent
and uni ver sal through out human his tory. Every
known civ i li za tion has devel oped reli gious beliefs as 
a key com po nent of their cul ture. The lon gest last ing
and large-scale exper i ment in athe ism prac ticed by
the Soviet Union and East ern Europe was a dis mal
fail ure. After sev enty years of bru tal sup pres sion,
reli gion sur vived and has now become a dom i nant
force in every coun try pre vi ously under the hege -
mony of the Soviet Union. Could it be that real ity is
spir i tual in ori gin rather than mate rial? Or how does
one explain in purely nat u ral is tic terms the dis ap -
pear ance of pow er ful empires and civ i li za tions (Bab -
y lo nian, Egyp tian, Roman) and the per sis tence of a
tiny nation Israel and the Jew ish cul ture per se cuted
relent lessly over mil len nia? Like the pro ver bial
phoe nix, the nation rises from its ashes after being
defunct for over 1800 years. Finally, an obscure
Semitic cult called “Chris tian ity” expands rap idly. It
defeats not only a dozen well-entrenched and pow -
er ful rival cults, but the whole Roman Empire within
four cen tu ries, with out rais ing a sword.22 If such a
rapid growth implies “divine nur ture” and one
accepts the valid ity of the abductive approach, it

would be dis in gen u ous not to con sider the bodily
res ur rec tion of Christ that fueled such rapid growth
as infer ence to the best expla na tion. In fact, if one
con sid ers all the data on hand—such as the empty
tomb, the integ rity of the fol low ers of Christ will ing
to die for their cause, the hos tile atmo sphere in which 
the Good News pre vailed—the best expla na tion is
that indeed Jesus rose bodily from the dead.

4. Evidence from Scripture 
The argu ments here are cen tered around the his tor i -
cal reli abil ity of Scrip ture, its inter nal self-con sis -
tency, its view of nature as being con tin gent, cre ated
by a tran scen dent God, its pro phetic fulfillments,
and its moral imper a tives set real is ti cally within the
con text of an imper fect world. All of the above set
the Bible apart from other com pet ing belief sys tems.
No other reli gious book exposes itself to scru tiny by
his to ri ans and archae ol o gists, who can employ extra-
bib li cal infor ma tion to ver ify or refute the count less
ref er ences the Bible makes to his tor i cal dates, char ac -
ters, and geo graphic loca tions.23

If evi dence (3) above rep re sents God’s foot steps
in his tory, then evi dence (4) is his writ ten Word—
the very logos that has brought into exis tence all
mat ter, energy, and infor ma tion and has made the
world intel li gi ble. The logos expresses speech, inward
thoughts, life, light, and even tu ally, the mate ri al iza -
tion of all that which is intan gi ble and inac ces si ble
to the senses; the incar na tion of the Cre ator in the
form of his Son, Jesus Christ. The logos blends the
nat u ral and super nat u ral into a sin gle real ity with
mul ti ple aspects that can pro vide the only sat is fac -
tory answers to nature’s pro found mys ter ies.

5. Evidence from Self-Knowledge 
If the pre vi ous four evi dences engage the mind, the
fifth evi dence reflects the state ment made by Blaise
Pascal: “The heart has its rea sons the mind will never 
know.” It leads to self-evi dent knowl edge which can
become com pel lingly cer tain with out being inferred
from any other knowl edge. Roy Clouser uses the tra -
di tional term “intu ition” for such noninferrential
rec og ni tion of truth.24 Such truth is appre hended
directly, nondis cur sively as one reflec tively com -
pares it to one’s pres ent and past expe ri ences of
self-evi dent beliefs.25

Many, if not most sci en tific insights, have come
through the “a ha” of intu ition. One of the best
known flashes of insight is pro vided by Henri
Poincare. He describes how he had inten sive peri -
ods of delib er ate and con scious search for what he
called Fuchsian func tions, but had reached an
impasse. He left for a geo logic excur sion, for get ting
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his math e mat i cal work. As he stepped into a bus,
the solu tion came to him in a flash. He says: “With -
out any thing in my for mer thoughts seem ingly to
have paved the way for it …” —full com pre hen sion
in a sin gle moment!

For the Chris tian, of course, this intu itive insight
can move a step higher and come from the Holy
Spirit. The truth of the Incar na tion is revealed into a
per son’s inner most being where the knowl edge about
God leads to a per sonal encoun ter with the liv ing
God: a sub jec tive expe ri ence that has its objec tive
cor re late for many to see.

If evi dences (1) and (2) reveal God’s fin ger print,
evi dence (3) his foot steps, evi dence (4) his writ ten
Word, then evi dence (5) reveals his heart beat! Each
evi dence is nec es sary, but in itself is insuf fi cient. Taken
together how ever, all con di tions are ful filled.

It should be noted that the five strands described
above cover the entire spec trum of human knowl -
edge, from objec tive-real ism to sub jec tive-rel a tiv ism
(per sonal expe ri ence may be a more appro pri ate
choice of word than rel a tiv ism). An alter nate rep re -
sen ta tion of these five strands and the mutual
 support they offer, is an equi lat eral tri an gle, where
the three sides rep re sent one (or more) of these
strands (Fig ure 2), each side touch ing the other two
(which means that each evi dence is linked to the
other four), form ing a rigid geo met ric struc ture, one 
that can with stand best, the arrows of the onto log i -
cal nat u ral ist’s coun ter attack. A better illus tra tion
would be to bisect the tri an gle into three con tig u -
ous, equi lat eral tri an gles, each rep re sent ing one or
two strands of evi dence.

The Five “Alls”
There is one more fac tor for the Chris tian apol o -

gist that pro vides the ulti mate uni fy ing force which
brings all knowl edge together, and that is the per -
son of Jesus Christ. Unlike any other reli gious leader, 
past or pres ent, the New Tes ta ment records at least
five “alls” that speak of the sweep ing claims that all
cre ation is under Christ’s author ity, and con tin u -
ously infused and upheld by the “power of his word.”

1. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All author ity
in heaven and on earth has been given to me”
(Mat thew 28:18).

2. All things were made by him; and with out him
was not any thing made that was made (John 1:3).

3. And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over every thing for the 
church (Ephe sians 1:22).

4. He is the image of the invis i ble God, the first born 
over all cre ation (Colossians 1:15; 2:9).

5. The Son is the radi ance of God’s glory and the
exact rep re sen ta tion of his being, sus tain ing all
things by his pow er ful word (Hebrews 1:3).

The cen tral ity of Christ in all human affairs can
be best illus trated through a dia gram matic rep re -
sen ta tion of the nature of a per son (Fig ure 3). The
out er most ring rep re sents the phys i cal aspect of a
human, which is in touch with the phys i cal world
through the five senses. The inner cir cle rep re sents a 
per son’s intel lect, emo tions, and will, which con sti -
tutes the soul. These three are dis tinct fac ul ties of an
indi vid ual but are con tig u ous, merg ing to form a
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whole, as shown by the dot ted lines. The three lines
inter sect at a point which can rep re sent the seat of
the con science, or the spirit of a per son, where God’s 
Spirit inter sects the human spirit from above (a higher 
dimen sion). A point has no dimen sion, no sub stance.
It only exists as lines inter sect each other. The point
then becomes the imma te rial, intan gi ble aspect in
humans, where the intel lect, emo tions, and the will
meet, yield ing the imago Dei imprint—the place
where the Lord ship of Christ enters the indi vid ual,
through the Holy Spirit, and sus tains his or her very 
being.

Concluding Remarks
The bib li cal, social, and his tor i cal anal y ses of sci -

ence pose no threat to the core assump tion of the
sci en tific endeavor, that a real world exists out there
which can be under stood and explained. These anal -
y ses can aid the insti tu tion of sci ence by reveal ing
sci ence as an acces si ble form of human cre ativ ity,
not just some exotic activ ity open only to a hal lowed 
few.

It is evi dent from the above argu ments that
indeed we can find an aurea mediocritus if we can
break through the emo tions of mutual anath ema
of the two poles of the objec tive/quan ti ta tive and
the sub jec tive/qual i ta tive, and move toward lit eral
medi a tion.26 Both objec tive real ism and the sub jec -
tive expe ri en tial dimen sion are essen tial ele ments
for the proper defense of Chris tian truth claims. The 
addi tional com po nent that the Judeo-Chris tian tra -
di tion brings to all exis tence is the divine rev e la tion
(where the “nat u ral” ana logue is human intu ition).
It too can be under stood through the proper bal ance 
between the objec tive/quan ti ta tive and the sub jec -
tive/qual i ta tive. The Apos tle John states this suc -
cinctly: “But these are writ ten that you may believe
…” (John 20:30) and “That which was from the begin -
ning which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands
have touched” (1 John 1:1). Thus for the Chris tian,
the tan gi ble, the objec tive, the mea sur able, meet the
sub jec tive, the per sonal, the nouminous to form a
uni fied whole where Christ the Logos blends the
nat u ral and the super nat u ral into a sin gle real ity.27
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and real ity, whether objec tive, sub jec tive, rea soned or
revealed, the log i cal sys tem intro duced by Charles
Sanders Peirce, and dis cussed by Chong Ho Yu, con cern -
ing abduc tion, deduc tion, and induc tion could be help ful
here. Abduc tion and deduc tion con trib ute to our con cep -
tual under stand ing of a phe nom e non, while the logic of
induc tion adds quan ti ta tive details to the con cep tual
knowledge. Yu states:
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to build a log i cal and test able hy poth e sis based upon
other plau si ble pre mises; and in duc tion is the ap prox i -
ma tion to wards the truth in or der to fix our be liefs for

fur ther in quiry. In short, ab duc tion cre ates, de duc tion
ex pli cates, and in duc tion ver i fies. 

Humans use all three ap proaches to gain knowl edge in
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sci ence, and de duc tion and ab duc tion of ten em ployed by
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the point where the three tri an gles, or the five evi dences
meet, could rep re sent the entry point where God, through the
power of his Word, upholds all of real ity, with out con tra ven ing
his phys i cal laws. 
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