
What Are the Essential 

Biblical
Principles?
Is there a sep a rat ing line between the nat u -
ral and super nat u ral for a bib li cal Chris -
tian? The inter est ing thing is that bib li cally
there is no such thing as “nature,” which
could then have some thing above it or out -
side it. There is only cre ation, which God
has brought into being and sus tains. Per -
haps in the idiom of today the ques tion
could be: “Is the cos mos self-suf fi cient?” or
“Is the cos mos explain able totally in terms
of mat ter, energy, in time and space?” Or to
quote that great “phi los o pher” Carl Sagan:
“Is the uni verse all there is or ever was or
ever will be?” We believ ers ask, “Does God
inter act with mat ter and energy, in time
and space?” Or put dif fer ently, “How does
the Chris tian in sci ence think about God’s
involve ment with his or her sci ence? Does
God only inter vene to fix what ‘na ture’ can -
not do, that is, to do mir a cles?” 

Let’s look at some of the evi dence from
God’s own rev e la tion. In Gen e sis 8:22
(NIV), Noah is build ing an altar to the Lord
in thanksgiving for his deliv er ance from the 

flood. The Lord responds to this offer ing,
while acknowl edg ing “every incli na tion of
his heart is evil from child hood,” mean ing
the sin ful ness of human kind. God goes on
to give this prom ise.

As long as the earth endures, seed time and
har vest, cold and heat, sum mer and win ter,
day and night will never cease.

Then in Jer e miah 10:12–13 (NIV), God
tells Jer e miah to tell the peo ple: 

But God made the earth by his power; he
founded the world by his wis dom and
stretched out the heav ens by his under stand -
ing. When he thun ders, the waters in the
heav ens roar; he makes clouds rise from the
ends of the earth. He sends light ning with the 
rain and brings out the wind from his store -
houses.

These two pas sages together tell us that
not only does God know that the earth will
con tinue in pre dict able pat terned behav ior
but that God causes that pre dict able pat -
terned behav ior. He is the one who
con tin u ously brings about the actions of
mat ter and energy in time and space.

In Jer e miah 31:35–36 (NIV), God iden ti -
fies him self thusly: 

This is what the Lord says, he who appoints
the sun to shine by day, who decrees the
moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs
up the sea so that its waves roar—the Lord
Almighty is his name: Only if these decrees
van ish from my sight,” declares the Lord,
will the descen dants of Israel ever cease to be
a nation before me. 
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The Lord indi cates—by the pres ent
tense char ac ter of the verbs—that he is the
actor behind mat ter and energy behav ior in
time and space. He calls the pat terned
behav ior “decrees.” He has said that the
cre ation is to exhibit a cer tain behav ior and
that it will con tinue that behav ior until he
indi cates a change.

Going now to the New Tes ta ment, in
Colossians 1:16, 17 (NIV), we are told that
the Lord Jesus, the “Son,” is the “first born
over all cre ation.”

For by him [Jesus] all things were cre ated:
things in heaven, on earth, vis i ble and invis i -
ble, whether thrones or pow ers or rul ers or
author i ties; all things were cre ated by him
and for him.” He is before all things, and in
him all things hold together.

Sim i larly, in the let ter to the Hebrews
(NIV) in the first chap ter, verses 1–3 says:

In the past God spoke to our fore fa thers
through the proph ets at many times and in
var i ous ways, but in these last days he has
spo ken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom he made 
the uni verse. The Son is the radi ance of God’s 
glory and the exact rep re sen ta tion of his
being, sus tain ing all things by his pow er ful
word.

These two pas sages indi cate that the
Lord Jesus is the Cre ator, Sustainer of the
uni verse. It is his word and char ac ter that
keep cre ation in being. We could say that
the “laws of sci ence” sim ply describe the
deci sions and actions of our Lord. He is the
“glue” that holds it all together. So the bib li -
cal per cep tion is that God, for and by his
Son, cre ates and sus tains in being, i.e., gives 
char ac ter and behav ior pat terns to every -
thing that exists—mat ter, energy, time, and
space. He is the Lord of sci ence.

How, then, do we as Chris tians in sci ence 
think and act as we do sci ence or applied
sci ence? To say it another way, how should
our faith func tion in our work? I believe it
func tions by our always being aware that
our Lord is pres ent in us and in the work
we do. He delights in the char ac ter and
behav ior of mat ter, energy, time, and space. 
And the Lord delights in us as we study sci -
ence. Our work is part of our wor ship of the 
God we serve who is Cre ator and Sustainer. 
We can work “doxologically.” All of it can

be praise. We can react to what we observe
in sci ence as wis dom did in those days of
cre ation. Prov erbs 8:30b–31 (NIV) says: 

I was filled with delight day after day, rejoic -
ing always in his pres ence, rejoic ing in his
whole world and delight ing in man kind.

Thus there is no sep a ra tion between our
church-spir i tual life and our uni ver sity-
pro fes sional life. All of it can be lived in joy -
ful wor ship, hum ble, obe di ent ser vice and
com plete faith. As we offer our work to the
Lord in wor ship, he is delighted with us.
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