
Why Ask These 

Questions?
Chris tians want to respond to the call to let
Jesus Christ be Lord of every sphere of life.
Sci en tists, who are believ ers in him, strug -
gle to under stand what this means in their
voca tion. InterVarsity’s Grad u ate & Fac ulty 
Min is try is called by God to serve these
 fellow Chris tians and to encour age their
growth in voca tional dis ci ple ship. Young
sci en tists and engi neers just enter ing their
pro fes sional lives but also more sea soned
inves ti ga tors ask, “How can I make Jesus
the Lord of my research and teach ing?”
One of the sel dom asked but deeply felt
issues is, “Assuming Christ is Lord, does
he really care about my choice of research
prob lems?”

With the sup port of the Templeton
Foun da tion and of the Amer i can Sci en tific
Affil i a tion, we here pres ent the pro ceed ings 
of a con fer ence called to respond to this
ques tion. The con fer ence, Asking the Right
Ques tions: Chris tian Faith and the Choice of
Research Topic in the Nat u ral and Applied
 Sciences, was held Octo ber 13–15, 2000 at
the Cen ter for Devel op ment in Min is try,
Uni ver sity of St. Mary’s of the Lake,
Mundelein, Illi nois. Few of the talks closely
fol lowed a pre pared manu script, so audio
tapes of the talks and dis cus sions were
reduced to the writ ten word. We hope that
the fol low ing pages give some of the feel ing 
of the con fer ence as well as much of the
con tent.

The con fer ence pur poses were two fold.
The first was to have a group of prac tic ing
sci en tists explore the issue of research ques -
tions/top ics/prob lems thought fully and
prayer fully in order to develop some gen -
eral guide lines for the select ion of a
research project. The sec ond was to take
steps to build a fel low ship of sci en tists who

could give guid ance to other Chris tians
who are wres tling with this issue. This
group might con tinue to relate about this
and other issues and work together toward
pub lish ing some thing more defin i tive in
the future.

Each speaker was asked to build his or
her remarks on six assump tions or bases for 
the con fer ence:
1. The Cre ation Man date: We are stew ards

answer able to God for our use of his cre -
ation, our minds, and other resources. 

2. The scrip tural injunc tion: “Do all things
that we do to the glory of God.” 

3. The exam ple of Jesus: He “went about
doing good.” 

4. The need to resist the strong temp ta tion
to choose research ques tions only in
areas most eas ily funded or trendy. 

5. The ris ing con cern about tech ni cal
devel op ments in our day and the lack of
eth i cal direc tions for them. 

6. The lack of guid ance for Chris tians in
mak ing choices in this area.

Of course, the most sig nif i cant ques tion
that a Chris tian can ask on this issue is:
“Does God really care what I research?” If
the answer is yes, then we need to deter -
mine why he cares. We need a bib li cal and
theo log i cal base to our ques tion ing as well
as a socio log i cal and per sonal base. P
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