
Why Publish These

Proceedings?
Have you ever wanted to meet John Suppe
(Prince ton Uni ver sity pro fes sor and author -
ity on struc tural geol ogy and plate tec ton -
ics), Colin Rus sell (United King dom Open
Uni ver sity pro fes sor and insight ful inter -
preter of sci ence his tory), Wil liam Dembski
(Baylor Uni ver sity phi los o pher, math e ma -
ti cian and reflec tive spokes per son of Intel li -
gent Design), or Cal vin DeWitt (Uni ver sity
of Mich i gan pro fes sor and enthu si as tic
advo cate of envi ron men tal eth ics)? By read -
ing this spe cial issue of Per spec tives on
 Science and Chris tian Faith, you can meet the
four per sons described above as well as
eleven addi tional sci en tists who are mak ing 
nota ble con tri bu tions to sci ence and are
faith ful rep re sen ta tives of Jesus in their
 scientific and research activ i ties. Within
these pages you may catch a glimpse of the
energy, pas sion, and con cerns gleamed
from a national con sul ta tion on “Chris tian
Faith and the Choice of Research Topic in
the Nat u ral and Applied Sci ences” orga -
nized by InterVarsity Grad u ate and Fac ulty 
Min is tries, held Octo ber 13–15, 2000, at the
Uni ver sity of St. Mary’s of the Lake,
Mundelein, Illi nois. 

On Fri day eve ning, a few min utes before 
the open ing ses sion of the con fer ence, I was 
full of antic i pa tion as I sat in the nearly
empty con fer ence room. After the con fer -
ence par tic i pants and pre sent ers entered
the room, Terry Mor ri son opened the meet -
ing with a wel come and prayer. Then he
intro duced John Suppe as the first pre -
senter to dis cuss, “Why does God care
about this issue?”

What’s the issue? The next hours
unfolded the details through speaker pre -
sen ta tions, open dis cus sion peri ods, and
viva cious inter changes among small groups. 
I mar veled at the energy, pas sion, and con -
cern reflected in this gath er ing. 

Dur ing the forty-five hours that
spanned the open ing and clos ing points of
this con fer ence, pre sent ers and par tic i pants 
(invited grad u ate stu dents and post doc -
toral research ers) formed an organ is mic
Chris tian com mu nity. Indi vid ual par tic i -
pants sought out sea soned pre sent ers for
ques tion ing or for fur ther dis cus sion of
 presentation ideas. Par tic i pants prayed
together, pon dered and dis cussed issues,
debated crit i cal points, lis tened to sto ries,
gained new under stand ings, enlarged their
per spec tives, and strength ened their Chris -
tian com mit ments.

Will inter ac tions that char ac ter ized this
briefly formed but vibrant Chris tian com -
mu nity con tinue after Oct. 15, 2000? Will
the thought ful pre sen ta tions con tinue to
chal lenge and inspire long after the clos ing
con fer ence ses sion? We hope so. Within
this jour nal issue, we are delighted to share
these insights with our read er ship, thereby
enlarg ing the dia logue in the Chris tian
com mu nity.

Enjoy this spe cial issue of our jour nal.
Open your heart to the chal lenges of oth ers. 
Reflect on the sig nif i cance of your own call -
ing and par tic i pa tion in sci ence research. Be 
aware of the larger Chris tian com mu nity
that car ries many of the same con cerns and
pas sions that you do in your sci ence work.
Jesus, the Lord of sci ence, invites you to
reflect his grace and to build God's King -
dom through your research. P
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