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PREFACE

One sign that an organization has matured or is in the process of maturing

is a growing consciousness within that organization that a history should

be written, that archives should be established. The American Scientific

Affiliation (ASA) Executive Council has appointed a succession of

Historical Committees since the 1950s. The charge to these committees

is not clear: it may have been an expression of a genuine conviction

that the early history of the ASA should be presented to the membership

occasionally to remind them of their roots, or it may have been simply

an assignment of dignity for the “Fossil Club” sitting in the front row

at conventions.

The history of a Christian organization, as expressed by Ted Engstrom

of World Vision, is “a recounting of the acts of God.” The ASA is in

a process of both sacred and secular history and the more clearly we

understand this, the better our evaluation of the long-range worth of our

immediate tasks.

This is not a historian’s history of the ASA. It is simply a compilation

of early events, records, and impressions before they are lost forever.

The qualifications of the author have nothing to do with an understanding

of the changing philosophical interface between science and the Christian

faith. My training in engineering and physics provides little basis for

evaluating the historical significance of the events in which I have

participated. My only qualification is that I was one of the five

“founding fathers” of the ASA in 1941, in fact, the youngest of the five.

Further, I was the president for the first ten years and the originator of

much in the early files exhumed during this project.

This “history,” then, is more an assemblage of facts than a historical

analysis of those facts, although a certain amount of analysis from the

viewpoint of a participant is included. It is a chronicle of the acts of God

as his hand moved his followers in bringing the American Scientific

Affiliation into being. As we look back, none can deny the guiding hand

of the Lord along the way. As we look to the future can we not also

depend on his guiding hand?

F. Alton Everest

1986
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CHAPTER 1

The Roots of the

American Scientific Affiliation

In June 1941, the following letter from Will H. Houghton, president of

Moody Bible Institute, was received by several persons:

Some of us believe the time has come for a meeting of science

teachers who are Christians and who feel that some scientific

facts are not having proper recognition, while some

hypotheses are being presented as laboratory truth. It might

be that eventually an organization will come into being,

but this is not the immediate plan of the two or three in

back of this letter. Our thought is of an annual meeting,

which could be a kind of clearing house for ideas. There

should be the presentation of papers, and free discussion

of these papers.

There are two special things that such an annual conference

might do, namely, help ministers and evangelists who are

dealing with scientific subjects, and make available certain

phases of truth, the understanding of which may so far

be the private possession of some men. There might also

develop from this a handbook for college students which

would forewarn them as to what they might expect in

some textbooks and classrooms, and would inform them

of further facts to be considered. We feel that these

conferences, at least in their early years, should deal

largely with the exact sciences, though it might be wise

to have a few representatives of those who teach in realms

of the inferential.

The first step in the plan is this. Would you be one of a small

group of men to spend two or three days in Chicago in

the period, September 2 to 5, 1941? The men would all be

teachers of science in accredited schools. The purpose of

this first gathering would be to canvass the possibilities of

a larger conference. It would discuss who should be invited

to such a conference, who should be asked to write papers,

and what should be their subjects. The date and place of such

a conference, if planned, would naturally be considered.

1



It is not the thought to have public meetings anywhere

in connection with this plan. There is to be no publicity,

and no attempt to crash the newspapers. It is not to be

an adjunct of the Moody Bible Institute. Some of us are

initiating this, but we haven’t any desire to control it, and

certainly it would be limited if it were known by any one

educational institution.

We feel this matter is so important that through the

contribution of a friend we are able to invite you to the

Chicago visit with the assurance that we will meet the

expenses—transportation both ways, and entertainment.

Mr. Irwin A. Moon is the originator of this idea, and we are

glad to work with him in carrying it out. Mr. Moon is

an ordained minister, but is an earnest student of science.

He uses equipment in delivering what he calls “Sermons

from Science,” and for two seasons was at Treasure Island,

San Francisco, under a committee of Christian businessmen.

Mr. Moon will be giving his demonstrations the evenings

of this September week, but will be at liberty during the

day to meet with us for the free exchange of ideas. You

understand there is no relationship between the day meetings

of this committee and the evening services. We are setting

the date during this week because Mr. Moon will be in

Chicago at that time. He has no desire to dominate this

group, or in any way to be its teacher. We want you to be

very sure the group will be entirely free to make its own

plans.

Now, if any phase of this is not quite clear, please ask

questions. If you could not attend this preliminary meeting,

would you suggest a substitute who is also a born-again

Christian? Also, would you give us the names of teachers

who should be invited to the larger conference? It is our

thought that at first these teachers should all be from

junior college up. Perhaps later high school teachers of

science would be accepted.

Trusting that something of vision may be stimulated by

this inadequate presentation of something we feel to be

important, and with the hope that you will be able to attend,

so that we may have the benefit of your wise and interested

counsel.1

The “two or three in back of this letter” are identified as Houghton, the

writer of the letter; Irwin A. Moon; and Coleman Crowell, vice president

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development
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of Moody Bible Institute. The unnamed donor covering the expenses was

Henry Parsons Crowell, Coleman Crowell’s father, wealthy industrialist,

patron of Moody Bible Institute (MBI) and numerous other Christian

enterprises, and founder of the Crowell Trust.

It would be interesting to know the names of those receiving the above

letter. A search has been made of early MBI archives and nothing was

found concerning the recipients of this 1941 letter.2
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The Founding Fathers of the ASA
Five men responded to Houghton’s invitation:

John P. Van Haitsma

Peter W. Stoner

Russell D. Sturgis

Irving A. Cowperthwaite

F. Alton Everest

A biographical sketch of each follows in inverse order of seniority.

John P. Van Haitsma was born 1 April 1884 in Zutphen, Michigan,

to Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Van Haitsma. When he was eight, the family

moved to Grand Rapids where he received his

early education. His high school training was

at Central High School and the preparatory

department of Calvin College. He attended the

University of Michigan where he received his

AB and AM degrees, specializing in the natural

sciences.

In 1909, when Calvin College was expanding its

curriculum, he was appointed to teach science.

This later narrowed down to organic science.

When Calvin became a full-fledged college,

Van Haitsma became head of its organic science

department. During this period he continued his

studies at the University of Michigan and the University of Chicago.

For several summers he attended the biological station of the University

of Michigan at Douglas Lake, working toward a PhD which he received

in 1928. In the course of his research in parasitology, he discovered

two new species of fish parasites which he described in his dissertation.

In 1942, shortly after the ASA was organized, he privately published

a book, The Supplanter Undeceived, which involved the heredity of the

ring-streaked and spotted sheep and goats in Laban’s flocks (Gen. 30).

This was a refutation of Jacob’s conception of prenatal influences.

Peter W. Stoner received the BS degree in mathematics from Kansas

Christian College in 1908 and the MS degree in mathematics and astronomy

from the University of California in 1910. He completed residence and

all other requirements for the PhD in 1912 which was never awarded

because Stoner stood on a matter of principle. His Master’s thesis was on

an astronomical subject which, in expanded form, his committee agreed

could also be his Doctor’s thesis. However, at the last moment it was

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development
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discovered that the university had a rule that

a Doctor’s thesis must be in the student’s major

(mathematics), not his minor (astronomy). To

cover their mistake the committee agreed as

a face-saving gesture that simply constructing

a set of models of geometric shapes would

qualify as his dissertation. This he refused to do.

He accepted a teaching position at Pasadena

High School which soon became Pasadena City

College in which he served as chairman of the

Department of Mathematics and Astronomy.

During this period he was instrumental in

establishing the mathematics program for

Pasadena city schools from junior high through

college levels. After retirement from Pasadena City College in 1952,

he became Chairman of the Science Division, Westmont College and

(in 1957) Professor Emeritus of Science.3 He was the author of the book,

From Science to Souls which, in a later edition, was titled Science Speaks.4

About 350,000 copies of this book were issued in the English language.

Russell D. Sturgis served as instructor in chemistry at the University of

Pennsylvania 1920–1924 and taught chemistry at Franklin and Marshall

College for one year. In 1925 he joined the faculty of Ursinus College

in Collegevil1e, PA, as assistant professor,

becoming the David Laucks Ham Professor of

Chemistry in 1927 and head of the department in

1928. He stepped down from the headship

in 1964 but remained a professor of chemistry

until his death on 20 November 1969. He was

a member of the American Chemical Society and

Sigma Xi. In 1961 he received the Lindback

Foundation Award for distinguished teaching

and in 1964 was awarded an honorary ScD from

the University of Delaware. He was a deacon

of the First Baptist Church of Norristown, PA,

for forty years and secretary of the local school

board for twenty-five years. He served as

advisor to the “Bible Fellowship” group at

Ursinus College. He received his BSc degree from Delaware College

in 1919. His MSc (1921) and PhD (1924) degrees were granted by the

University of Pennsylvania.

5
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Irving Cowperthwaite received the BS degree from the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology (MIT) in chemistry in 1926. About that time,

Prof. D. A. MacInnes left MIT for Rockefeller Institute of Medical

Research, and he took Cowperthwaite

with him. For the next four years,

Cowperthwaite was a research chemist at

the Rockefeller Institute in New York City

while pursuing a full graduate program

at Columbia University. He received the

PhD degree in chemistry from Columbia

University in 1931. He was an instructor

in inorganic chemistry and directed

graduate student research at Columbia,

1930–1936. He was a member of a writing

group at Teachers College, Columbia University, 1936–1937. In 1937,

he left Columbia University to become Chief Engineer and Metallurgist

at Thompson Wire Company in Boston. If that move seems unusual,

remember that 1930–1937 were years of the great depression when the

teaching profession was uncertain. He retired from Thompson Wire Co.

in 1969. In 1931, Dr. Cowperthwaite married Fae Irene Poore, a graduate

student at Teachers College. Although they were both on campus at the

same time, they actually met at Calvary Baptist Church of New York City,

of which Will H. Houghton was pastor. They have been active members in

their Boston church throughout their adult lives. Dr. Cowperthwaite has

published an impressive list of scientific papers in his field of chemistry.

Alton Everest received the BS degree in electrical engineering from

Oregon State College (later Oregon State University) in 1932 and the

electrical engineer degree from Stanford

University in 1936, both with minors in physics.

After a short time in pioneering development

work in television, he accepted a teaching

position at Oregon State University in 1936.

At the time of Houghton’s letter, he was

assistant professor of electrical engineering.

With the threat of US involvement in the war,

he took a leave from OSU immediately after the

Chicago meeting to participate in underwater

sound research in San Diego under a University

of California contract with the National Defense

Research Committee. In 1945, he joined with

Irwin A. Moon in founding Moody Institute of

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development
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Science from which he retired in 1970. He was a member of Eta Kappa Nu,

National Electrical Engineering honor society, and Sigma Xi, National

Research Honorary. He was the author of six books and fifty or so papers

in electronics, audio, and acoustics. In 1959, Wheaton College bestowed

on him an honorary ScD degree.

The Organizing Meeting
During the week of 2–5 September 1941, the above five invited men

met in the conference room off the president’s office at the Moody Bible

Institute. Although Houghton, Coleman Crowell, and Irwin Moon came

in briefly at the beginning of the meeting, they all flatly stated that they

had no interest in dominating the group, but only wanted to help if they

could. They held completely to this statement and were scarcely seen

during work sessions from that point on except that Coleman Crowell

(1897–1965), a graduate of Yale University in mechanical engineering

and vice president of MBI, sat in as an observer from time to time. The five

were completely on their own and free to do as they pleased.

After a bit of awkward groping, they became better acquainted and warmed

to the task. Various needs and ways of meeting the needs were expressed.

Cowperthwaite was designated as temporary secretary, and a copy of his

minutes of this meeting are to be found in Appendix 1 (p. 101).

It was soon agreed that there was “a useful sphere of service for an

organization of consecrated scientists” and a list of potential specific

tasks for such a group was drawn up. Before analyzing this list, it is well

to analyze the outlook and lifeset of the five men involved. Three of

the five were solidly situated in secular industrial or university settings.

The other two, teaching in Christian colleges, had limited contacts with

the secular world through scientific meetings and their graduate degree

programs. Because all five were committed Christians, it was tacitly

assumed that they shared a primary responsibility to live exemplary

Christian lives before the world and to excel in their scientific work as

a basis for effective witness. Fellowship and mutual encouragement in

this, sometimes lonely, vigil were scarcely mentioned, but the exhilarating

experience of working closely together during that week is still vivid

after almost a half century. Strengthening each other in a spiritual

ministry to fellow scientists was an almost unspoken assumption during

the discussions. Instead, attention was generally devoted to two things:

the needs of the student in the secular scientific environment, and the need

for scientifically literate help in the Christian community.
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Item #1 (Appendix 1, p. 101) of tasks suggested for the new organization

directed attention toward helping the Christian student of science in the

university through the publication of material. The rest of the ten items

(with the exception of #7 which has to do with getting new members for the

group) focused entirely on helping lay Christians, pastors, teachers, and

others develop proper attitudes toward the scientific enterprise and proper

appreciation of the place of interpretation in both science and Scripture.

All were very conscious of the poor image evangelicals frequently project

in scientific circles. One thing was evident as discussions progressed and

that is that it mattered not if there were disagreements on interpretations

of scriptural passages having possible scientific significance There was

a strong sense of oneness in the basics of the faith and a conviction that

the problem areas could be studied to refine individual views. Without

damage to this sense of oneness, several stated they could not agree with

Peter Stoner’s interpretation of the early chapters of Genesis. This was

an extremely important point and one upon which the work of the ASA

is based today; agree on the basics, exhibit tolerance as the polemics

are studied, and refrain from the temptation of adopting a “standard”

ASA interpretation.

The fundamental needs to be met by the new organization (as described

in the minutes of Appendix 1, p. 101) may be summarized: (a) to review

material written by others, (b) to prepare material written by members,

and (c) to disseminate worthy material. Beyond this, many organizational

details were considered such as name, constitution, and expansion of the

membership. The five parted with individual assignments to be pursued.

What Led Up to the First Meeting?
As this meeting turned out to be the organizing meeting for the American

Scientific Affiliation, consideration of events leading up to the meeting

are of interest. In other words, out of what kind of soil did the ASA grow?

For an understanding of this, we must go back to a young high school

student in Los Angeles, Irwin Moon. He had a consuming interest in

science which to him seemed to conflict with his call to the ministry.

Putting aside a scholarship to Yale University and disposing of all the

science books and electrical gear he had accumulated, he enrolled at Moody

Bible Institute of Chicago and completed his work at the Bible Institute

of Los Angeles. As a young pastor of the Montecito Park Union Church

in Los Angeles, he was struck by the great interest in science shown by

his young people. He developed a series of illustrated talks showing that

the facts of science and the Bible agree. (It is interesting to note here that

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development
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one of his first presentations entitled “The Telescope, the Microscope, and

the Bible” visualized through a set of 3.5" x 4" glass slides, was the basis

for “God of Creation,” the first 16mm film released by Moody Institute of

Science in 1946 which, forty years later, is still serving in twenty-eight

language versions in 132 countries of the world.)

Realizing that he had hit upon an extremely effective way to communicate

the gospel to young people, he plunged with characteristic vigor and

creativity into devising other visual and scientific presentations. Requests

for his illustrated sermons pouring in from near and far resulted in his

resignation from the pastorate to devote full time to the new ministry.

A typical week’s series of Sermons From Science demonstrations consisted

of presentations on the fly, sound, light, telescope-microscope-Bible, and

the new birth. The Friday night message on the new birth was illustrated

by standing on the “million volt” Oudin coil while holding a piece of

wood overhead which burst into flame as six-foot sparks jumped from it.

Many decisions for Christ were made in these meetings, and young people

rushed to the platform after each service to talk to him, many with questions

regarding science and the Christian faith.

Sermons From Science became national in scope. It was exhausting work

tearing down the platform demonstrations, loading the trailer with two tons

of equipment, traveling miles to the next engagement, and setting up for

the Monday night demonstration the next week. Popularity grew to such

an extent that the Sermons From Science series was booked into the largest

auditoriums across the nation, typically sponsored by a group of local

churches and individuals. Moon always preferred a neutral, secular setting

to reach those outside the influence of the church, although some series

were held in churches.

During the latter war years, Moon was booked almost exclusively by the

USO (United Service Organization) at the various military bases. Sermons

From Science demonstrations were scheduled in the base theater, as were

also movies and appearances of big name entertainers. These military

bases were primarily those on the West coast of the United States at

a time when military personnel by the hundreds of thousands were being

shipped to action in the Pacific. Under these conditions, soldiers and

sailors were especially serious, thoughtful, and responsive. The high

priority the military officials placed on Moon’s ministry to the service

personnel is indicated by giving him gasoline rations so that he could fly

his airplane between engagements to save time and conserve his strength,

leaving the surface travel of the trailer load of equipment to an assistant.
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In 1940, while Moon was engaged in a series of demonstrations in Salem,

Oregon, Everest drove over from Oregon State University in Corvallis

to meet with him. In a restaurant that afternoon in Salem, Moon told

of the hundreds of students in his meetings whose spiritual problems and

doubts were rooted in science. They were face to face with a conflict

between the kind of science related to the Bible in their churches and the

kind of science presented in the classroom. The science of the classroom

was so convincing; should they give up their faith in the God of the Bible?

Were there any scientists who were Christians? Out of such student

contacts grew the conviction that some sort of organization of Christians

trained in science should be formed.

About this time, Moon held a series of demonstrations in the Church of

the Open Door in Los Angeles. In the audience was Will H. Houghton,

president of Moody Bible Institute of Chicago (MBI), who was thrilled

at the potential of the Sermons From Science ministry. Houghton overcame

Moon’s great reluctance to become associated with any organization

and an alliance with the Extension Department of MBI was formed.

The 1939–1940 Treasure Island World Fair in San Francisco brought

an urgent plea to Moon through the Christian Business Men’s Committee

of San Francisco (CBMC). Moon was loaned to CBMC by MBI for

the duration of the fair, and Sermons From Science became one of the

most popular exhibits of the fair, reaching hundreds of thousands with

the gospel message.

Of course, Irwin Moon’s vision of an organization of Christians in science

was soon shared with Houghton. As Houghton was a man of action as

well as influence, it was not long before the letter opening this account

was on its way to those who became the founding fathers of the ASA.

The First Executive Council
The fact that there were five men in the founding group was the

determining factor leading to an executive council of five members.

At the same time, it was decided that one person should retire each

year in preference to replacing all five every five years. The order of

retirement was determined: Van Haitsma was to retire at the end of 1942,

Cowperthwaite in 1943, Sturgis in 1944, Stoner in 1945, and Everest in

1946. A mechanism was set up in the first draft of a constitution for

selecting one new member of the executive council each year.

The five men left Chicago with high aspirations toward developing

the group soon to be known as the American Scientific Affiliation.

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development
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The enormity of the undertaking gradually dawned upon them as the

pressure of regular jobs, physical infirmity, and the difficulty of wartime

conditions soon took their toll.

Van Haitsma suffered a hormone imbalance which severely limited his

activities. In spite of this, he managed one of the very first regional

meetings in Chicago out of which came several prominent members and

future leaders. He had previously conducted a “Nature and Scripture”

study club which he had to abandon. Because of his health, he felt it was

necessary to withdraw completely from the ASA in 1945.

Sturgis’ time of retirement from the council was 1944. Wartime demands

fell especially heavy upon him, but in spite of this he also arranged one

of the very first regional meetings and identified numerous prospects who

later became influential leaders in the ASA. He also participated in the

writing of the chapter on chemistry in the “student’s handbook” (later,

Modern Science and Christian Faith), carrying it through many revisions

with R. Laird Harris, who authored the final version. By the end of 1945,

Sturgis’ involvement in ASA activities dwindled to near zero.

This meant that the bulk of the wartime council load was carried by

three men: Cowperthwaite, Stoner, and Everest. Everest had been elected

president and Cowperthwaite, secretary-treasurer.

The Effect of World War II
The meeting at Moody Bible Institute took place 2–5 September 1941.

About three months later, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on

7 December 1941. The human reaction was, “What a time to start a new

organization!” In the providence of God, the war years provided not

only problems to the fledgling group, but unusual opportunities as well.

Enumerating a few of each kind will illustrate this.

Ursinus College, where Sturgis was head of the chemistry department,

became one of the fifty-two educational centers for the so-called V-12 Navy

Training Program for deck officers and a five-semester course of study in

pre-medicine. His work load suddenly reached astronomical proportions.

By 1943, his time for ASA activities was reduced to near zero, and in 1944,

he asked to be replaced on the executive council.

Gasoline rationing, which affected all civilians, made even local meetings

difficult or impractical. Restrictions on plane and rail travel soon made

it evident that national or regional meetings were out of the question.

11

The Roots of the American Scientific Affiliation



For this reason, the first national convention of the ASA did not take

place until 1946, after the close of the war.

Everest’s first responsibility upon returning to Oregon State University

in Corvallis, Oregon, from the Chicago meeting was to prepare his family

to move to California. He had taken a leave from Oregon State to participate

in wartime work as a civilian scientist with a University of California

research project with the Navy in acoustics of the ocean. This was a

National Defense Research Committee activity centered on Point Loma

in San Diego. As a research section chief, he was forced to travel across

the country for personnel recruitment, planning meetings, and technical

conferences. Thus, while other ASA Executive Council members suffered

stringent travel restrictions, Everest was required to move about the

nation on a priority basis. After official business was cared for, he

managed to meet prospects and conduct ASA business during the evenings

and on weekends.

In 1942, Everest and a mathematics professor from a New York university

conducted an animated discussion on ASA plans and prospects in a room

in the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City, during a blackout. During

official lulls, he was able to meet with Cowperthwaite in Boston, Sturgis

in Collegeville, PA, Houghton in Chicago, and numerous ASA membership

prospects along the way. A one-month project in San Francisco gave

opportunity to follow up leads in that area.

Other Science/Faith Organizations
During that September week of 1941 as the American Scientific Affiliation

was being organized, there was scarcely a mention of other groups, past

or present, who had embarked on a comparable mission. The prevailing

feeling was that the envisioned needs were not being met by any group.

Actually, the five men assembled appeared to be relatively uninformed

on other attempts to organize groups with similar intents. It was known

that Dr. Van Haitsma had a “Nature and Scripture” study club but this

was viewed primarily as a student activity on the Calvin College campus.

The fact that a survey of other organizations did not enter into the

discussions of the ASA founding group would indicate that there was

either little knowledge of the existence of other organizations operating in

the general field of interest or little faith in their ability to achieve the goals.

Victoria Institute

Looking back on the situation, it is now known that a number of

organizations were contemporary to, and preceded, the ASA. For example,

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development
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the Victoria Institute (or Philosophical Society of Great Britain) was

founded in 1865 “by a group of men of science and others who were

concerned about the attacks which were being leveled, often in the name

of science, against some of the foundations of the Christian faith and

the integrity of the Scriptures.”5 The organization has had a long and

useful life and is actively continuing its work today. Its Faith and Thought

(Journal of the Transactions of the Victoria Institute) contains valuable

papers which were followed by early ASA officers.

Religion and Science Association

The Religion and Science Association was organized in 1935 by

Dudley Joseph Whitney, George McCready Price, and Byron Nelson.

L. Allen Higley, then chairman of the Department of Chemistry and

Geology at Wheaton College, was one of the early directors. Due to internal

dissension, its activities were abandoned about 1937. The membership of

this group held, according to Ben F. Allen, “… a hodgepodge of scientific

interpretations of Genesis … Naturally it went down in a confused mass.

Its founders had failed to see the necessity of unity of scientific convictions

as well as theological creeds.”6 To achieve this desired unity, Allen goes

on to list his ideas on membership requirements that would lead to unity;

“(1) that members shall believe in the literal 24-hour week of Creation,

(2) that members shall agree that the Creator was not indebted to

pre-existing matter for the earth, and (3) that the Deluge should be studied

as the probable geological cause of the main geological changes since

Creation. These are not the exact words, but the meaning is the same.”6

Kelvin Institute

The Kelvin Institute had its origin in Toronto, Canada, about 1935.

Arthur C. Custance, formerly a member of the ASA and John F. Howitt,

1ong a faithful ASA member, were among the founders of the Kelvin

Institute. Custance stated that the express object of the organization was

to “provoke thinking Christians to share their thoughts on a reproducible

level.”7 Some forty papers were published and at its peak, it had some fifty

members in England, Scotland, Australia, USA, and Canada. Its activities

ceased during the early 1940s because of the “busy-ness of war.”

Evolution Protest Movement

The Evolution Protest Movement did not find ready acceptance in the

USA, although it was active in England and for more than two decades.

Sensing this, Arthur Pierson Kelley “… thought that an indigenous society

might be better received; hence (I) started the Creationist Society which

proved entirely an abortive effort.”8 For a limited time, Kelley issued
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a series of papers under the name “The Landenberg Review” which carried

on the anti-evolutionary causes.

Nature and Scripture Study Club

The Nature and Scripture Study Club of Grand Rapids, previously

mentioned, was founded in 1935 by John P. Van Haitsma of Calvin College,

one of the founders of the ASA. This group disbanded prior to 1942,

at least partially because of Van Haitsma’s failing health. Arthur P. Kelley

complained that even though Van Haitsma was well aware of his

Creationist Society, he stood aloof from participation in it.8

Adventist Activities

Numerous groups and societies were established by persons associated

with the Seventh-day Adventist church. These groups were not officially

related to the church, nor were all those active in them members of that

church. To bring some measure of order to our understanding of the rise

and fall of many of these groups, Molleurus Couperus, MD, was asked

to share his recollections. Couperus was an active participant in most of

the groups in question and, at the same time, showed great interest in

the American Scientific Affiliation through his long-held membership and

attendance at Southern California meetings. The quotations following are

from his 1985 letter.9

The Natural Science Foundation was established in 1946,

and incorporated under the laws of California on October 11,

1946, as a nonprofit organization to collect, preserve and

disseminate information concerning natural science.

The organization which established this Foundation was

The Society for the Study of Natural Science and the Bible

(1946–1948), two volumes. This organization succeeded,

actually, the Society for the Study of Deluge Geology and

Related Sciences, which published the Bulletin of Deluge

Geology and Related Sciences. The editorial board of that

journal consisted of Professor George McCready Price and

Dr. Cyril B. Courville, while Ben F. Allen was the Managing

Editor. Dell D. Haughey, MD, joined the editorial board

in 1943.

The first issue of this Bulletin was published in June 1941,

but the sponsoring Society was formed in 1938 under

the stimulation and encouragement of Price. It was non-

denominational, but most of its members belonged to the

Seventh-day Adventist Church. The founders held that the

geological formations of the crust of the earth were the
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result of a worldwide catastrophe, the Noachian Deluge,

and that the earth was very young.

As time went on others joined the Society who believed

in a divine creation of our earth and its life, but accepted

scientific evidence for a long history for the earth. George

McCready Price changed his views regarding the earth’s age

as indicated by his statement in the first issue of The Forum

of 1946–47:

There is plenty of Scripture to prove the pre-edenic

existence of not only the sidereal universe of suns

and galaxies but of great numbers of other inhabited

worlds for long ages before our earth’s Creation

Week. And there is very cogent scientific evidence

that our sun and all the other planets must all have

been created at the same time as the earth … But

many scientific facts seem to indicate that the body

of the earth is very much older than the brief six or

seven thousand years since the beginning of plant

and animal life.

At a lecture period at that time, Price stated that he believed that the earth

was probably billions of years old.

Dr. Walter Lammerts was an active member of the Society

for the Study of Deluge Geology, and also its successor, the

Society of the Study of Natural Science. At about the same

time, the meetings of the ASA started in the Los Angeles

area, and since Lammerts and I lived in the same area,

we would go to the meetings together. As you know

Professor Price died in 1963, and Doctor Courville in 1968,

and with their departure and the success of the ASA

meetings and its Journal, the activities of the Natural

Science Foundation ceased. I believe that 1963 was also

the year that Lammerts started the publication of the

Creation Research Society Quarterly.

The Society for the Study of Deluge Geology and Related

Science was never sponsored by the Seventh-day Adventist

Church, but most of its members did belong to that church.

It was no doubt the reputation of George McCready Price

as a champion of a young earth and of deluge geology

that attracted many non-Adventists to the organization and

the Bulletin.

You are correct that after the ASA was organized and it

became evident what its basic philosophy was regarding
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the relationship of science and Scripture that I personally

favored the joining of the Natural Science Foundation with

the ASA. However, at that time the Seventh-day Adventist

Church sponsored the establishment of the Geo-Science

Research Institute in 1957 at Andrews University, and it was

expected that it would be a truly scientific institution, worthy

of our interest and support. Dr. Frank L. Marsh (biologist)

was its first director, followed by Dr. Richard Ritland

(paleontologist) in 1964. This Institute, as you know, is now

located in Loma Linda University, and in my opinion now

has a basic philosophy very similar to that of the Creation

Research Society.

In 1967 the Association of Adventist Forums was formed by

a group of graduate students which were attending various

universities in North America. They started publishing the

quarterly journal, Spectrum, in 1969, which is now in its

sixteenth year of publication. I was editor and chairman of

the editorial board during the first seven years of publication,

and Roy Branson is the current editor. It was originally

published at Loma Linda, California, and now originates

in Washington, DC. It deals with scientific, historical, and

theological issues and resembles in content the Journal of

the American Scientific Affiliation.”

Once the ASA was established, there was a concerted effort to keep the

Executive Council members informed on what was happening in other

groups by circulating their published papers. In his circular letter to the

other four founding members dated 20 February 1942, Everest started

three issues of the Bulletin of the Deluge Society on the round-robin path.

In the same letter, Ben F. Allen’s invitation to the ASA to publish in their

Bulletin was viewed with skepticism. There were several other proposals

from the deluge group to cooperate in publication projects and other ways

which were all rejected.

In studying materials from these other groups, a comprehension of the

fundamental difference in approach to that of the ASA began to crystallize.

Instead of coming together on the dual basis of a shared faith plus fixed

interpretations of science and Scripture, the American Scientific Affiliation

membership shared a basic Christian faith plus a desire to seek the truth

between the many conflicting scientific and scriptural interpretations.

A member of one of these other groups once wrote to Everest, “Have you

any data against the theory of radioactive time?” This is a good question

as long as proper consideration is also given to the data for the theory.

Otherwise it reflects a negative, unscientific mindset.
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The approach of the ASA, as it was clearly enunciated in the early days

and more clearly articulated as the years went by, was to search for truth,

no matter whether it agreed with popular scientific or exegetical opinion.

This tends to damage the image of the ASA in the eyes of those who equate

their particular interpretation of Scripture with THE TRUTH. The ASA,

then, was structured upon the premise of members unified around a basic

Christian faith, but with diversity as to interpretations of science and

Scriptures. This approach would seem to be vindicated as the ASA

approaches the half-century mark.10–14
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CHAPTER 2

Organizing the

American Scientific Affiliation

Choosing a Name
The importance of selecting a proper name for the embryonic organization

was fully recognized as the five conferred in Chicago. Considerable time

was dedicated to this task, but without a decision. The minutes of that

first meeting (see Appendix 1, p. 101) list sixteen names suggested for

consideration, among them American Scientific Affiliation. As time ran out

“a motion was made by Stoner that the matter of final selection of the name

for the organization be left to Everest who will confer with Houghton and

Moon.” This motion was seconded by Cowperthwaite and was passed.

Although documentary evidence has not yet been found, memory serves

to suggest that further thought on the matter of a name for the new

organization settled rather soon on “American Scientific Affiliation.”

The last three of the sixteen listed in the minutes are forms of this name

which received tacit, though unofficial, approbation of the group of five.

Therefore, settling upon “American Scientific Affiliation” was a rather

straightforward process and checking it out with Houghton and Moon

quite routine. Letterheads displaying this name as well as the names of

the five executive council members were in use early in 1942.

The American Identification

Looking back there is some question as to the wisdom of using “American”

in the name. The work of the ASA became quite international in scope.

The dominance of the United States in world affairs may not be very

popular in some cultures. However, the alliance of the ASA with the

Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation in 1973 emphasizes at least

the continental meaning of “American.”

The case for a name with international flavor was eloquently stated by

ASA member C. Ray Carlson, a chemical engineer who had worked for
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a petroleum firm in Sweden for six years. Here are excerpts of his letter

published in the Journal:1

I believe that the ideas, discussions, and philosophy of the

ASA could be more readily promulgated in other parts of

the world if our organization and its publication were not

“burdened” with the word “American” in its name.

In the present era of rebellion and revolution around the

world, it is all too popular to be anti-American and

prejudiced against everything which emanates from our

country … American churchianity is a particular target for

ridicule by Europeans who like to associate our national

weaknesses with the hypocrisy of our so-called Christians.

Though I love my country, its heritage, the flag, etc., I do

not think I am unpatriotic when I suggest that the cause of

our Saviour is best served globally when we avoid those

encumbrances which put people off and are in addition to

the unavoidable stigma of the Cross … It is difficult to

gain acceptance for the ASA Journal by university libraries,

professors, and students because of its clear American

identification … yet the concept of the ASA and the ideas

and discussions set forth in the Journal are so desperately

needed in all parts of the world. Of course, there are a few

organizations similar to the ASA in other lands, but to my

knowledge, they are just as provincial as the ASA.

So, I am really asking for more than a name change—it must

be a change in dimension of our outreach.

The Lack of Christian Identification

There have been a few, very few, vocal critics of the name of the ASA

in that it does not have “Christian” in it. E. N. Gathercoal appealed for

elimination of the “American” and the addition of “Christian” in the name

of the American Scientific Affiliation.2 He suggested “Association of

Christians Affiliated with Science.” J. Lowell Butler’s appeal for the

addition of Christian identification to the ASA name was considered by

the Executive Council and rejected.3 John R. Howitt expressed himself

often on the desirability of a forthright Christian identification in the

ASA name throughout his long and faithful involvement in our

organization. A Canadian, Dr. Howitt’s views may have found realization

in the name of our counterpart and affiliate, the Canadian Scientific and

Christian Affiliation. Down through the years, the Executive Council has

remained steadfast in their conviction that overt Christian identification

in our name would limit the broader influence of the organization. It was
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felt that the Christian identification must be made clearly but it has

greatest impact when associated with individuals with impeccable

scientific qualifications and publications of the highest intellectual

standards. The inertia associated with almost a half century of usage is

increasingly a deterrent to change.

Initials

While the ASA is distinct from other scientific organizations, that

distinction does not apply to the ASA initials. Confusion can reign if

only the initials are used. It was realized early that ASA also stands for

many other organizations. American Standards Association, Acoustical

Society of America, and many others have the same initials and the list of

known cases is growing rapidly. The American Schizophrenic Association

is a later addition to the list. In 1985, the count appeared to be about

thirty-one other domestic organizations having ASA initials. Although

amusing, no great difficulty seems to grow out of the situation.

The Constitution
Work toward a constitution for the envisioned association of Christian men

of science began many months before the organizing meeting in Chicago.

Moon, Houghton, and Everest were in frequent contact (usually by mail)

looking forward to the new group. Realizing that the first thing a new

organization would require was a constitution, Everest started working in

that direction. He obtained copies of the constitutions of the American

Association for the Advancement of Science, the Society of the Sigma Xi,

and other such groups and searched them for features applicable to

the prospective group. On 29 March 1941, a very rough first draft was

forwarded to Moon for his reactions. After some alteration, a draft was

available for the consideration of the five in Chicago in September 1941.

Although it was discussed extensively in the organizing meeting, especially

as to doctrinal statement and qualifications for membership, adjournment

came with no formal action taken. It was immediately introduced to the

“round robin letter” approach which played such an important role during

the early days of the ASA. By the use of much thin paper, carbons, and

a heavy stroke, enough copies were made so that almost everything was

sent to all of the founding members. In this way, the draft constitution

was subjected to the scrutiny of all. It was voted on by postcard and

was available in printed form in May 1942 (see Appendix 2, p. 105).
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The First Revision

In a letter Everest wrote to members dated 24 September 1950, he said:

The brief constitution with which we started in 1941 has

served the ASA well. However, during the course of

administering the work during this time certain deficiencies

have become apparent. Two years ago a constitutional

committee was appointed to study the problem and to

recommend to the ASA membership a revised constitution.

The personnel of this committee, composed of present or

past members of the executive council is as follows:

Dr. Edwin Y. Monsma, Chairman

Dr. Irving A. Cowperthwaite

Dr. Allan A. MacRae

Dr. Roger J. Voskuyl

Dr. Marion D. Barnes

Prof. Peter W. Stoner

After two years of careful study, this committee presented

to the Goshen convention a proposed constitution, a copy of

which is enclosed. We are urging you to study it carefully

and to vote for its acceptance or rejection.

The principle changes are:

(1) Change in membership structure to include two

grades, Associate and Fellow. This will allow many

to become active in ASA work who have not

the high academic record, yet will maintain high

scholarly standards by placing in the hands of

the Fellow group the responsibilities of voting and

administration. All Fellows must come in through

Associate ranks and must demonstrate interest.

(2) Division into “Constitution” and “Bylaws,”

the former can be changed only with difficulty and

after approval by the Secretary of State of California

in which state we are incorporated. The Bylaws

contain the details of carrying out the principles of

the constitution and may be changed by the council.

(3) Codifying the many activities which have been

carried on with no written direction before.

(4) Elaboration of doctrinal position of Fellow group.

It has been felt by many that a closer doctrinal unity

of this group would tend to insure a continuance

along conservative lines upon which the group was

founded.

21

Organizing the American Scientific Affiliation



The Constitutional Committee, the Executive Council, and

the members present at the Goshen convention recommend

this proposed constitution to you and urge its adoption for

the sake of the better working of the ASA. If accepted by

two-thirds of those members voting, it will be effective as

soon as it is filed with and approved by the Secretary of

State of California. Please register your vote on the enclosed

ballot and mail to Dr. Mixter. Votes must be in Dr. Mixter’s

hands on or before December 31, 1950 to be counted.

This constitution was voted on, accepted, and placed into operation in 1951.

An interesting aspect of this is that many members voted to disenfranchise

themselves. A copy of this constitution is in Appendix 3 (p. 106).

The Second Revision

Stability in matters of the constitution had not yet arrived. At the August

1951 convention held at Shelton College in New York City, serious

objection was raised to the length of the doctrinal statement. A member

of the Executive Council, J. Laurence Kulp, urged that the elaborate

statement of faith be re-examined. In a letter to John R. Howitt, the new

chairman of the constitutional revision committee, dated 31 July 1952,

Kulp said the following:

I have a number of changes to suggest which are primarily

related to the doctrinal statement and the purposes of the

ASA. I think the purposes as now stated are inadequate

and the most basic excuse for our existence isn’t even stated.

On the doctrinal position, I think we can be more effective

if we include all real born-again Christians, not only those

that will subscribe to a particular narrow creed. In fact,

I am basically opposed to elaborate statements of doctrine

which one must sign. In any such statement, one must be

either intellectually dull or dishonest if he thinks that there is

only one interpretation of the statement. Further, if there is

more than one—as there is for many of them—then why the

need at all? If the organization wishes to be this restrictive,

the present rules will remain … These are simply my

suggestions on which a number of other members concur …”

In June of 1952, Russell L. Mixter, then president of the ASA, asked John R.

Howitt to continue as head of the constitutional revision committee. Howitt

complained of the difficulty of his committee’s functioning because of

the great geographical spread of the members and writes:

It is imperative that we should present a positive testimony.

This is the secret of communism and the other isms. With
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all their lies and errors, they are unmistakably positive in

their positions. It must never be forgotten, however, that

we are admonished to “earnestly contend for the faith once

for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). Our work must

therefore embrace both the positive and negative aspects

of truth.

Howitt presented suggested constitutional changes to the Executive Council

at the Winona Lake convention in September of 1953. He stated that

the work was essentially his alone because of the difficulty of working

with his widespread committee.

Detailed records are sparse for a few years. In the Executive Council

minutes of their 19 February 1955 meeting is recorded the formation of

a new constitutional revision committee as follows: Robert P. Dilworth

(Chair), Howitt, Oorthuys, Rusk, and Turekian. A “major portion of

the meeting” was given over to the revision task. The committee was

requested to determine by questionnaire the wishes of the membership as to

purposes, doctrinal statement, and classes of membership. Approximately

two hundred returns were received and tabulated.

A majority of the Fellows preferred a less specific statement of purpose

while a considerable majority of the associate members preferred a more

specific statement. Both Fellows and associate members tended to favor

one of the extreme positions in preference to the central position.

Preference as to doctrinal statement indicated that a large majority of

the Fellows favored a more general statement while a large majority of

associate members favored a more detailed statement. Again, both Fellows

and associate members tended to favor one of the extreme positions in

preference to the central position.

As to membership classification, both the Fellows and associate members

favored the establishment of four classes of membership for the

Affiliations.

Dilworth’s summary and evaluation of the detailed results of the returns

from the questionnaire follows:

The questionnaire has shown that the voting members of the

ASA, the Fellows, are predominately in favor of generalizing

the statements of purpose and doctrine; while the Associate

Members who constitute a much larger group, are predomi-

nately in favor of making the statements of purpose and
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doctrine more specific. Both the Fellows and Associate

Members are agreed in being opposed to adopting a middle-

of-the-road position. Thus it seems to me that if the

Committee were to recommend leaving the constitution in

essentially its present form, the overwhelming majority of

the membership will be dissatisfied and a vigorous growth

in influence and membership will become highly unlikely.

But if the Committee should decide to strengthen the state-

ment of doctrine and purpose, then a majority of the Fellows

will be highly dissatisfied and will likely cease to support

the organization. Since they represent the most competent

and active members of the Affiliation, the ASA will clearly

decline both in competence and prestige. Finally, if the

Committee should decide to definitely generalize the state-

ments of doctrine and purpose, then we face the possibility

of losing a large part of our Associate membership.

… We are clearly at a cross-roads point in the development

of the ASA and the decision which is made in this matter

will surely have a profound effect for better or worse on

the future development of the Affiliation.

During their meeting of 21 April 1956, the Executive Council agreed

that the major policies of the ASA should be determined by the Fellows.

They also agreed that, although the results of the questionnaire did not

warrant immediate action on the issues of revised statements of purpose

and doctrines, the committee was asked to continue their work and submit

recommendations as they saw fit. This work stretched over several years.

At last, a fourth draft (see Appendix 4, p. 110) was submitted to the Fellows

which was adopted 11 May 1959 on a vote of 24 to 10.

The constitutional revision activity of the 1951–1959 period seemingly

resulted in constitutional wording of essentially lasting quality with a

renewed emphasis on the role of the Fellows in determining the destiny

of the Affiliation. A minor revision approved 6 January 1970 introduced

an even briefer doctrinal statement and provided for five classes of

membership: Member, Fellow, Associate, Emeritus, and Honorary Fellow.

A copy of this constitution may be found in Appendix 5 (p. 114).

Incorporation
Realizing the benefits of tax deduction of gifts, Everest wrote the Secretary

of State of California, 28 October 1942, asking for information on the

procedures to file articles of incorporation. In a 17 June 1943 letter, it
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was stated that Everest sought authority of the Executive Council to file

such articles. Articles of incorporation were duly filed 23 August 1943

with affidavits showing Everest (president) and Cowperthwaite (secretary-

treasurer) affirming the authorization of the organization. A copy of these

original articles may be found in Appendix 6 (p. 120).

In 1958, the question arose whether incorporation in California was proper

for an organization with headquarters in Illinois. The Executive Council

in their minutes of 21 March 1959 authorized Henry L. Brinks, lawyer/

ASA member, to proceed toward incorporation in Illinois if he deemed

it advisable. This was subsequently accomplished. By 1981, however,

the ASA office had been moved to Massachusetts, and we find the eastward

movement of ASA headquarters is followed by state incorporation a couple

of decades later.

Tax exempt status of the ASA has been carefully monitored at least since

1959. The IRS assures tax exempt status is a 990-A form filed each year

before 15 May.

Executive Council Rotation
An Executive Council of five developed from the fact that there were

five founding members at the 1941 meeting in Chicago. The plan for

one member to retire each year is not mentioned in the minutes of that

first meeting (Appendix 1, p. 101). However, the rotation plan is a part

of the first constitution.

The application of the rotation plan was affected by Van Haitsma’s poor

health and desire to be relieved of further responsibilities. It was also

affected by the fact that it was some time before procedures were initiated

for voting in new members who could become candidates for Executive

Council. As these things were worked out during 1942, the initial rotation

shown in Appendix 8 (p. 131) was established to the satisfaction of each

individual. Van Haitsma retired in 1942, Cowperthwaite in 1943, Sturgis in

1944, Stoner in 1945, and Everest in 1946. By that time, the full five-year

term was established for each newly elected Executive Council member.

The complete list of Executive Council members from 1941 to 1985 is

shown in Appendix 8 (p. 131).

Prior to the adoption of the 1950 constitution, the Executive Council

members were elected by the single grade of members existing at that

time. When the 1950 constitution was adopted, two grades of membership
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were instituted: Members and Fellows. Executive Council members are

elected by both Members and Fellows although election of officers is

an internal matter of the Council. Fellows are elected by Fellows.

Some Executive Council members have been elected for a second term of

five years. Everest was the first in 1947, and Russell L. Mixter of Wheaton

College was the second in 1950. The third such re-election was Harold H.

Hartzler in 1956. About 1950, the question arose as to whether re-election

for a second five-year term was legal. A committee reported that there

was no constitutional prohibition of it. However, once the affairs of the

Affiliation had settled and the roster of qualified members had grown,

the practice of electing to a second term disappeared.

Officers
A compilation of all officers of the Affiliation for the period 1941 to 1985

is shown in Appendix 9 (p. 133).

The officers of the Affiliation are drawn from the ranks of the Executive

Council and are elected by the Executive Council. The term of office is

one year. Re-election to a given office has occurred a number of times.

For example, Everest was president for the first ten years (1941–1950),

Marion D. Barnes was secretary-treasurer for five years (1944–1948),

Allan A. MacRae was vice president for four years (1946–1949), Russell L.

Mixter was president for four years (1951–1954), Brian P. Sutherland

was vice president for four years (1953–1956), and H. Harold Hartzler

was president for six years (1955–1960). After about 1960, there was

such a wide selection of talent available that the practice of re-electing

became rare.

Executive Secretary-Executive Director
As the membership and activities of the Affiliation grew, so did the

burden upon the elected Executive Council members and officers who

were carrying on ASA duties in addition to full-time employment. Having

an officer who would devote full time to the work of the Affiliation and

an established central office address complete with secretary was surely

a dream of every Executive Council member starting in 1941. But the

costs were quite beyond the modest budgets upon which the early ASA

was established.

In the Executive Council minutes of 19 February 1955, there is indication

of positive thinking toward the goal of employing an executive secretary.

The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development

26



In the minutes of the 30 March 1957 meeting, the need was once more

expressed and the action of contacting prospective persons to fill such

a position was taken. After looking over the field, the council agreed upon

the one person who had carried such a heavy load as an unpaid officer,

President H. Harold Hartzler. Hartzler was hired on a part-time basis as

Executive Secretary effective 1 April 1961. A headquarters office was

established in Mankato, Minnesota, to be close to his home and employment

as a professor of physics at Mankato State College. By this move, the

work of the Affiliation was moved to a new and higher level as Hartzler,

with his usual enthusiasm and vigor, applied himself to the task during

the eleven years he filled this office.

President McIntyre recognized the significant contribution to the ASA

growth and development Hartzler had made as Executive Director as he

was relinquishing the position:

One thinks first of all of his enthusiasm for the ASA.

It is always present, not only at conventions and Executive

Council meetings but, more important, between meetings

when it is so easy to become completely occupied with

other matters. Harold is the conscience of the Executive

Council in keeping it effective throughout the year.

Of similar significance is the role that Harold has played

as a unifying force in the ASA. Although his beliefs are

probably with the more conservative members of the ASA,

his view for the ASA has included all Christians in

agreement with the ASA statement of faith.

It is recorded in the minutes of their meeting of 16–17 April 1971 that the

Executive Council decided to launch out on a program of expansion of the

Affiliation. This, of course, required money, and a task force to seek gifts

to finance the expansion was headed by President McIntyre. A full-time

executive secretary was envisioned in this expansion. The Council hired

William D. Sisterson as Executive Secretary (later changed to Executive

Director). He started 15 August 1972, and a month later the headquarters

office was moved from Mankato, Minnesota, to Elgin, Illinois. Sisterson

had been with the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship before coming to the

ASA. He had a BSIE degree from Southern Methodist University and

a ThM from Dallas Theological Seminary. He instigated many orderly

procedures in conducting the business of the ASA and traveled widely

for personal contacts with ASA members. After serving eight years, he

resigned just before the 1980 convention at Taylor University. In his

memorandum of resignation to the Executive Council dated 25 July 1988,

Sisterson stated:
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I hope you will give careful consideration as to how to fill

this position in the future. I believe that there would be

considerable advantage in having an Executive Director

that would have some substantial scientific credibility and

good communication skills to help us interface with groups

and individuals outside our affiliation.

There was a great and immediate need for someone to replace Sisterson.

As an interim measure, Harry Lubansky, a biochemist, was hired. He

was about to complete a post-doctoral fellowship in the Department

of Physiology at the University of Illinois Medical Center and had

accepted a part-time faculty position at Judson College in Elgin, Illinois.

In January of 1981, the ASA office was moved from the basement of the

Sisterson home to Judson College on a temporary basis. Lubansky served

commendably for less than a year.

On 1 June 1981, Robert L. Herrmann was appointed as full-time Executive

Director of the Affiliation. Once more, the most qualified candidate for

the post of executive director was found serving diligently on the Executive

Council. Herrmann came with outstanding personal and scientific

credentials. A native of New York City, Herrmann earned the PhD degree

in biochemistry at Michigan State University in 1956. He spent the next

three post-doctoral years in the Department of Biology at MIT and then,

in 1959, joined the faculty of Boston University School of Medicine.

In 1976, he moved to Tulsa where he became the first chairman of the

Department of Biochemistry at Oral Roberts University Schools of

Medicine and Dentistry. In 1977–1979, he also served as associate dean

for Biomedical Sciences. He was a member of the Board of Trustees and

chairman of the Medical Ethics Commission of the Christian Medical

Society. He is the author of some seventy-eight publications, a number of

them on Christian ethics and other topics related to Christian philosophy.

He terminated his connection with Oral Roberts University and the

Christian Medical Society as he assumed the position of Executive Director

of the ASA. One third of his time was to be spent in some academic activity.

Teaching at Gordon College was the initial academic link.

The ASA office was moved from Judson College to Herrmann’s home

as he took office. As the magnitude of the work grew, it was necessary

to move office activities from the home office to an office in downtown

Ipswich, Massachusetts, without changing the P.O. Box address.

Without denigrating the contribution of those who held the position of

Executive Secretary and Executive Director in the past, it can be said that
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Herrmann has brought a combination of academic and spiritual qualities,

vision, and executive abilities to the job which bode well for the highest

aspirations held for the ministry of the ASA.

Promotion and Publicity
Richard H. Bube wrote in 1968:

The ASA is not visible in the world today. It is almost

unknown even among evangelical Christian men of science,

and it is completely unknown to the non-Christian scientific

community. This is in spite of 26 years of existence, and

a membership which covers every state in the union. It is

in spite of the high level of education and the positions of

responsibility held by its members … I had occasion to speak

with the Religion Editor of the Palo Alto Times. “How is it

possible,” he asked, “that the ASA could have existed for

twenty-six years? I have served on religion pages of papers

all over the country, and I have never heard of it!”4

For one thing, few books, monographs, magazine articles, and Journal

papers have been published. For another, reaping column inches in the

press requires an expertise not dominant in the ASA. There also has been

a feeling that we may not yet be ready for wide publicity; not prepared

to handle it if it comes.

Every convention committee has tried to get something in the local paper

about what was happening “up on the hill.” These efforts were all too often

amateurish and unsuccessful.

A certain indecisiveness has characterized ASA promotional activities.

The basic wide spectrum of views, considered a virtue within the ASA, has

made it more difficult to find a consensus to share with the outside world.

Acknowledging a monstrous deficiency in letting the world know about

ASA, little stabs at it have especially characterized the early days.

Some publicity has been of the unsolicited, negative type. For example,

in Appendices 10, 11, and 12 (pp. 135, 136, and 137) are three very early

examples of the ASA and an ASA member providing the ammunition for

Keith L. Brook’s anti-science blockbusters. Appendix 13 (p. 138) shows

two typical clips from local papers which have accompanied conventions,

launching of books, etc.

Appendix 14 (p. 139) shows a favorable 1949 review of Modern Science

and Christian Faith from His Magazine, published by Intervarsity Christian

Fellowship.
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Occasionally an ASA member, like Martin Karsten, was given the job of

covering an event, in this case the 1950 convention at Goshen College,

for his own religious paper, the Calvin Forum (Appendix 15, p. 141).

ASA member Richard H. Bube wrote on “God’s Revelation in True Science

and in the Scriptures” for the Collegiate Challenge magazine (Appendix 16,

p. 142). Another ASA member let his views be known in his school’s paper

in Appendix 17 (p. 144).

Breaking into the secular press has much to commend it and a few such

attempts have been crowned with success. In Appendix 18 (p. 145) is

shown a 1962 Time magazine article on “Faith and the Scientist.” ASA

member Dr. George K. Schweitzer aired his views on this article through

the letters to the editor section.

James Kraakevik, ASA member, had a feature article, “The Christian

Intellectual” published in his school’s alumni paper. This is an important

theme, handled on a high level, which can be a valuable contribution to

students (Appendix 19, p. 147).

An occasional Christian paper has picked up the activities of ASA

conventions such as Evangelical Newsletter did at the Stanford University

convention in 1979 (Appendix 20, p. 149).

These are but samples of what has happened in the earlier days of the ASA

more or less accidentally, that is, without strong pressure from the ASA

hierarchy. In more recent years, there have been many planned assaults

on both secular and religious strongholds and, as the purposes of the

ASA are better formulated and acted upon, we can expect a continuing

upgrading of the ASA image in the popular mind.

Membership
Growth in numbers has been a primary concern within the American

Scientific Affiliation since the beginning. About one-third of the minutes

of the organizing meeting in Chicago in 1941 (Appendix 1, p. 101) is given

over to considering prospective members and assigning them to one of

the five founding members to follow up. It has always been recognized

that the larger the ASA membership, the greater its influence in both

church and secular circles, the greater the mutual fellowship and confidence

inspired, and the greater the financial base for publications and other

forms of outreach. The most important factor in membership growth has

always been person-to-person influence.
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Growth of Membership

A study of ASA membership growth has been made with the results shown

in Appendix 21 (p. 150). The data have been assembled from numerous

sources, primarily counts in membership directories issued to the members.

A list of these directories follows:

1. 1946 Yearbook

2. 1947 Yearbook

3. 1952 Mimeographed directory

4. 1953 Directory in JASA vol. 5, no. 4

5. 1956 December, Supplement to JASA vol. 8, no. 4

6. 1961 June, Printed directory with constitution and

bylaws

7. 1965 February, Printed

8. 1972 April, Printed

9. 1974 August, Mimeographed

10. 1983, Printed

The data of Appendix 21 (p. 150) are plotted in graphical form in Figure 1

(p. 32). This graph shows that prior to about 1949 the rate of growth

was very slow as would be expected starting from five members and

relying solely on personal contacts amid wartime constraints. Between

1950 and about 1970, there was a reasonably constant growth rate of about

seventy-five new members per year. Between 1972 and 1977, the growth

rate increased because of an advertising campaign. This campaign did not

double the membership in a short time, as predicted, but it did increase

membership by more than a third. The cost and results of the campaign

is another story which will be discussed elsewhere.

The peak of membership of about 2700 was reached about 1977–1978.

Since that time there has been a leveling off at about 2200 members.

Factors affecting this loss of members will be discussed in greater detail

in a later chapter.

Member Classification

In the original constitution (Appendix 2, p. 105), a single class of

membership was authorized. In August of 1950, a revised constitution

(Appendix 3, p. 106) specified four classes of members: Fellow, Member,

Associate, and Honorary Fellow. The constitution adopted in 1970 was
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similar, with Emeritus grade added. The distribution of the total

membership between these categories is graphically portrayed in Figure 1

and shown in the tabulation of Appendix 21 (p. 150).

In addition to the formal four main categories of membership specified

by the constitution, various sub-categories were elaborated in the bylaws.

For example, a student membership with lower membership fee was

considered very important to the future growth of the Affiliation. Qualified

missionaries have received membership with no fee required. In fact, in

1958, the missionary concept was expanded to cover retired missionaries

and those on furlough.5

The Honorary Fellow classification was intended to give special recognition

to those few who have made especially significant contributions to sciences

and/or to the Christian community. The Honorary Fellow list is short,

but distinguished:

Frank Allen

William A. Smalley

Allan A. MacRae

Bernard Ramm

Oliver R. Barclay

Donald M. MacKay
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Local Sections

“It seems very desirable for the members who can

to get together for mutual stimulation.”

This principle, excerpted from a circular letter dated 26 January 1942, has

been deeply embedded in ASA thought from the very first. During the

remaining months of 1941, after the organizing meeting, and during 1942,

numerous meetings of those interested in the work of the ASA were held

in Los Angeles, Chicago, and Boston areas, each organized by a founding

father living nearby. Papers were presented, potential members introduced,

and ongoing projects of the ASA discussed.

Local sections have probably contributed as much to the growth and

maturity of the ASA as the annual conventions. Only about 10% of

the members have registered at any given annual convention. The local

sections have provided the only personal contact with other members

for most of the others. In spite of the high value universally accorded

local section activity by ASA administrations through the years, the steps

taken toward encouraging such activity have been sporadic and often

casual. The growth and development of local sections seemed always to

be due to the presence of one or a few members willing to invest time,

energy, and money in the task. This dedication of one or more

“spark plugs” has resulted in remarkably successful local sections in

certain areas over certain periods of time.

In 1957, the first national secretary for local sections was appointed.

His extensive report to the membership at the 13th Annual Convention

of the ASA at Iowa State College pointed out the obvious values of local

sections, such as gaining the attention of prospective members, discovering

talent, and providing a forum for membership participation.6 Of the

seven local groups active at the time, none had been formally recognized

by the Executive Council. The North Central Section was the first so

recognized (August 1960) with the Los Angeles Section following in

October of that year. However, neither the appointment of a national

secretary or official recognition has been able to replace that vital

“spark plug.” Probably the greatest impetus toward encouraging the

formation and development of local sections has been the establishment

of ASA NEWS in 1959. The reporting in detail of interesting topics

and speakers of successful local section meetings has been a great

encouragement to others.
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Growth of Local Sections

Until the appearance of ASA NEWS in 1959, communication between local

groups was negligible. Few records of local meetings prior to 1959 reached

headquarters and fewer still have been preserved. In the ASA NEWS,

however, is a substantial body of information of interest. No matter how

diligent the NEWS editor, he was dependent upon the local section secretary

informing him of meetings held. Unfortunately, only an unknown

percentage did this, hence the data from ASA NEWS is incomplete.

It is possible that only approximately half the meetings held have

been reported.

During the twenty-five years between 1960 and 1984, a total of 304 section

meetings were reported in ASA NEWS covering the activities of eighteen

local groups, as shown in the tabulation of Appendix 22 (p. 151). The

San Francisco Bay group has shown, by far, the greatest activity

with sixty-three meetings or an average of 2.5 meetings per year. The

Metropolitan New York group had thirty-nine meetings over the same

twenty-five years, an average of about 1.5 meetings per year. Others, such

as the Chicago, Indiana, Grand Rapids, and New England sections have

showed consistent activity over the same period, but at a more modest

level. Many of the local groups show great activity for a few years and

then fade away. The San Francisco Bay and the Metropolitan New York

groups have lead the way in revealing the potential of the whole idea

of local sections.

Of the 304 sections whose local meetings were reported in ASA NEWS

over the 25-year period, only 37% of them mentioned the number of

people attending. The size of the audience of those reporting varied from

twelve to four hundred with an average of sixty-six persons per meeting.

It is probable that the bigger the crowd, the more likely that the attendance

was reported, but this possible bias should not reduce very much the

average figure of sixty-six per meeting. Even if there were only an average

of fifty persons per meeting, sixty local section meetings per year would

mean that 3,000 people were involved as compared to one hundred to

two hundred at the annual convention.

Local Section Topics

Each local section meeting might be for an evening, a Saturday with

morning, afternoon, and possibly evening sessions, or a weekend

conference. It may be characterized by a single speaker, local or invited,

a panel of speakers on a given theme, or no speaker at all as books have

been reviewed by the members. This great variability in type of meeting
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has made analysis difficult, but Appendix 23 (p. 152) is an attempt to place

each meeting topic in one of twenty-seven categories. This study also

covers the same twenty-five years from 1960 through 1984. It should be

understood that placing a given reported topic in one of these twenty-seven

categories is a very subjective process. Many topics are dual in nature:

“Vitalism vs. Mechanism,” “Science and Religion,” “Ethical Decisions in

Science.” Some give no hint of their subject matter others are not even

listed. With such obstacles, a best guess has been made for each listed topic

for the 304 meetings; results in Appendix 23 (p. 152).

The total number of papers presented for each five-year interval from 1960

through 1984 is plotted in Figure 2. There was a steady climb between 1960

and 1970 which conformed to the increase in the number of local section
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meetings over the same period. The 1975 and 1980 intervals, however,

were on a downward trend. One interesting observation in comparing

Appendices 22 and 23 (pp. 151, 152) is that an average of between two

and three topics were listed for each local section meeting. It would

appear that diversity in either topics or speakers or both worked best

at the local level.

The data of selected categories of Appendix 23 (p. 152) are shown

graphically in Figure 3. Contrary to the impression some may have,

the creation/evolution category was eclipsed by the social sciences. Both
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were eclipsed by human engineering (biochemistry) during the 1980–1984

interval. It is seen that local section topics followed the major scientific

interests of the day and that emphasis on the creation-evolution controversy

declined steadily after the early 1970s. This correlated with the drifting

of some confirmed creationists from the ASA to the Creation Research

Society.

Chapter 2
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CHAPTER 3

American Scientific Affiliation

Conventions

1941–1945 Wartime Restrictions
At the beginning of the United States involvement in World War II,

7 December 1941, the membership stood at five, the original organizing

group. At the close of the war, August 1945, the membership was about

sixty. Although there were hopes of calling a national meeting during the

war, it proved to be quite impractical. The Executive Council members

were preoccupied with wartime duties. Sturgis was deeply committed in

the Navy educational program in his school. Cowperthwaite was chief

engineer in an industrial plant vital to the military. Van Haitsma was ailing

physically. Stoner was head of the mathematics department at Pasadena

City College, considered to be a vital activity to the nation’s defense.

Everest was directing fundamental research in undersea acoustics for

the National Defense Research Committee. In addition to this personal

preoccupation, travel was limited: before a train or plane ticket could be

obtained, a “priority” had to be obtained. Gasoline was tightly rationed.

Hope for a national ASA convention during the war years were dashed

to the ground, and ASA members were too busy to be greatly concerned

about it.

With the success of the military campaign in the Pacific, hopes for an end

to the war grew and plans were made for a national convention in 1946.

Annual conventions have been held every year since this pioneering,

yet small, assembly at Wheaton College. Rather than be overwhelmed

by the detail of all sixty-three conventions between 1946 and 1985 listed

in Appendix 24 (p. 153), it may be instructive to look closely at the first

four conventions. The growth in sophistication and numbers during these

early years underline some important strengths in the foundation of the

American Scientific Affiliation.
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The First ASA Convention (1946)
With a local convention committee at Wheaton College headed by Russell

L. Mixter and a program committee led by Everest, the first convention got

under way, complete with a printed program. Each day was started with

a devotional period, a practice which has been followed in subsequent

conventions.
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First ASA Convention, 1946
Wheaton College

1. Hawley O. Taylor 10. Brian P. Sutherland

2. Edwin Y. Monsma 11. H. Harold Hatzler

3. Marion D. Barnes 12. R. Laird Harris

4. Allan A. MacRae 13. Clarence L. Nystrom

5. Russell L. Mixter 14. Paul E. Parker

6. William J. Tinkle 15. R. L. Cook

7. George Horner 16. Paul DeKoning

8. Frieda Monsma 17. Roger J. Voskuyl

9. Martin Karsten 18. Irving A. Cowperthwaite

Figure 4. First ASA Convention 1946, Wheaton College



The film, “God of Creation,” the first of the Moody Institute of Science

Sermons From Science films which had already been approved by the

newly formed ASA film review committee, was screened for further review

and official approval.

Only Irving A. Cowperthwaite of the five founding members of the ASA

was able to attend this first convention. Everest, of the other four, had the

best excuse, a serious case of the mumps. In his absence, he was nominated

for another five years on the Executive Council. This unusual nominating

procedure has been followed in only a few other instances (Mixter in 1950,

Hartzler in 1956).

Probably the most significant outgrowth of this first convention was that

it led directly to the first “Yearbook,” the forerunner of the Journal of the

ASA. This Yearbook contained a message from the president (Everest),

information from the secretary-treasurer (Barnes) on finances, vital

statistics of new members, a membership list, a bibliography of 304 books

on science/faith, and an extensive summary of the Wheaton convention

including a list and photograph of registrants, and all the papers presented

which could be extracted from the authors in written form. There is

no denying the pivotal nature of this first convention of the American

Scientific Affiliation.

A photograph of most of those attending this first convention is shown

in Figure 4 (p. 39) and a reproduction of the convention program may

be found in Appendix 25 (p. 155).

The Second ASA Convention (1947)
An especially resourceful convention planning committee headed by

Irving Cowperthwaite was a feature of this convention. Other members

included Paul DeKoning, Laird Harris, Russell Mixter, and William Tinkle.

Working entirely through the mails, the will and opinion of the group

was first determined by a lengthy survey. One decision that had to be

made was deciding on whether to accept the invitation of Taylor University

or Michigan State University as venue of the convention. The vote was

6 to 1 in favor of Taylor (the president and secretary-treasurer also voted).

There is no record of the reasons pro or con, but it is possible that there

was a feeling of not yet being ready to meet on a secular university

campus. Eleven years later, the first ASA convention was held at a secular

university (1958, Iowa State University). Such reticence may have better

demonstrated wisdom than cowardice.
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The promotion of the convention among the 80-odd (pun unintended)

members was accomplished by a series of letters prepared by the committee

members. DeKoning wrote enticingly of papers on the agenda on
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1947 ASA Convention
Taylor University, Upland, Indiana

1. William J. Tinkle 10. J. McCleery

2. Irving A. Cowperthwaite 11. E. N. Gathercoal

3. R. Larid Harris 12. Cecil B. Hamann

4. Paul Bender 13. Hendrik J. Oorthuys

5. Russell L. Mixter 14. J. Frank Cassel

6. Paul DeKoning 15. Milo Rediger

7. F. Alton Everest 16. Roger J. Voskuyl

8. H. Harold Hartzler 17. Edwin Y. Monsma

9. Joseph Maxwell 18. Alfred C. Eckert

19. Marion D. Barnes

Figure 5. 1947 ASA Convention

Taylor University, Upland, Indiana



anthropology, the age of the earth, philosophy of science, and geology.

The next missive from Mixter boosted Cornelius Jaarsma and his

qualifications for speaking on “The Philosophy of Science.” Next came

Tinkle’s letter on Cecil B. Hamann’s presentation, “Scientific Confirmation

of the Bible.” Harris’ letter promoted Francis R. Steele’s paper, “The

Christian Approach to the Student Mind.” President Everest’s letter

mentioned the “veritable avalanche” of letters promoting the convention

and then added this statement, “The public phase of our ministry is

imminent.” Although he had reference to the so-called Christian Students’

Science Symposium book soon to be published, the public phase of the

ministry of ASA, in its fuller sense, is yet to be realized forty years later.

Of the unusual and valuable papers presented, Stoner’s paper devastating

Panin’s Bible Numerics must be mentioned as well as Bernard Ramm’s

first of many subsequent presentations before the ASA, “The Spiritual

Interpretation of Science by Jeans and Eddington.”

This second convention moved up a notch or two in depth of treatment of

topics, attendance, organization, and planning. The convention photograph

is shown in Figure 5 (p. 41) and the convention program in Appendix 26

(p. 163).

The Third ASA Convention (1948)
Of all the forty or so ASA conventions, this one held at Calvin College,

Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1948, is the only one that has a complete

transcript of all sessions taken down by a court reporter. The 184 pages give

word-for-word coverage of all business sessions and discussions of papers,

everything but the papers. We can thank someone in the local committee

for such foresight as this transcript has almost an archaeological aura

about it as viewed in the hindsight of almost forty years.

This was the first ASA convention in which J. Laurence Kulp participated.

The ASA was thirsting for authoritative geological information, yet some

were a bit wary of the field in general. Here was Kulp, a member of

a Plymouth Brethren church, with a PhD in chemistry from Princeton

and another PhD in geology from Columbia. He presented a paper on

“Hominoid Fossils.” The interaction with those holding to a very literal

interpretation of Genesis is detailed in the transcript.1 This was a microcosm

of the ASA at its best as the extremes of views met in the search for truth,

with mutual respect, and in good humor. In a letter to Kulp shortly after

this convention, this was summed up … “I like the attitude of tolerance

expressed by the several members.”2
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1948 ASA Convention
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan

1. Marion D. Barnes 13. Allan A. MacRae

2. Laurence J. Kulp 14.

3. H. Harold Hartzler 15. F. Alton Everest

4. Russell L. Mixter 16. Martin Karsten

5. Cordelia Erdman 17.

6. 18. Hendrik J. Oorthuys

7. Roger J. Voskuyl 19. Irving A. Cowperthwaite

8. Joseph S. Maxwell 20. Edwin Y. Monsma

9. Paul DeKoning 21. Paul Bender

10. Alta Schrock 22.

11. 23. Edmund N. Gathercoal

12. John R. Howitt

Figure 6. 1948 ASA Convention

Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan



In addition to papers on Moses’ hygienic pronouncements and the pros

and cons of evolution, this 1948 convention is noted as having the first

paper presented before

the ASA on psychiatry as

Beukema considered the

“Christian Treatment of

the Mentally Ill.” This

was a foreshadowing of

the great interest in the

social sciences dominat-

ing the ASA in later

years. The solid scholar-

ship of Allan A. MacRae

was again shared with

the public in an evening

session. A photograph

of those attending the

convention is shown in

Figure 6 (p. 43) and the

convention committee in

Figure 7. The convention

program is in Appendix

27 (p. 171).

The Fourth ASA Convention (1949)
The fourth ASA convention may have appealed (at least subconsciously)

to some of the less worthy motives of the membership. First, it was held

in Los Angeles and, unbelievable as it may sound, this city had some

attraction even before Disneyland. Second, the list of field trips was

both extensive and irresistible. There were also some good papers on

the program.

A trip to Mount Wilson Observatory gave the opportunity to inspect the

five telescopes and see how Edwin Hubble carried out his measurements

which led to the expanding universe concept. Another more extensive

trip to the Palomar Observatory gave a close view of the 200-inch Hale

telescope as well as considerable expanse of California beaches en route.

A stop was made at the historic old mission at San Juan Capistrano, famous

for its swallows, and Knott’s Berry Farm, not so historical but just as

famous for its chicken dinners. The fossils obtained from the La Brea

asphalt deposits were inspected both in situ and at the Los Angeles County

Museum. A visit to Moody Institute of Science, described in California
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hyperbole as “The World’s Biggest Little Studio,” gave opportunity for

a behind-the-scenes view of film production, preview of “Dust or Destiny”

in production, and Sermons From Science demonstrations.
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The 1949 ASA Convention
The Bible Institute of Los Angeles

Los Angeles, California

1. 12. 23. Hendrik J. Oorthuys

2. H. Harold Hartzler 13. 24.

3. 14. 25.

4. Peter W. Stoner 15. 26. Barnard Ramm

5. F. Alton Everest 16. Bolton Davidheiser 27. John K. L. Yong

6. Allan A. MacRae 17. 28. Carl F. H. Henry

7. Hawley O. Taylor 18. Marie Fetzer 29.

8. Roger J. Voskuyl 19. Cordelia M. Erdman 30.

9. Irving A. Cowperthwaite 20. Frieda Monsma 31.

10. Phillip B. Marquart 21. Edwin Y. Monsma 32. George H. Fielding

11. 22. Paul Bender 33. Brian P. Sutherland

Figure 8. The 1949 ASA Convention

The Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California
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Figure 9. A field trip to the LaBrea Tar Pits in Los Angeles was a feature of the 1949 ASA
Convention. Here ASA members study a replica of the giant sloth which lived here in
Pleistocene times. Left to right: Allan MacRae, Roger Voskuyl, Edwin Monsma, Brian
Sutherland, Alton Everest.

Figure 10. Peter Stoner describes the features of the 200-inch Hale telescope
at Palomar on a field trip of the 1949 ASA Convention. Peter Stoner (left),
Hawley Taylor, Harold Hartzler.



A memorable scene and one symbolic of the influence of the ASA was the

late George McCready Price quietly sitting in the front row as J. Laurence

Kulp presented his paper on “Flood Geology.” This five-day convention

allowed much serious discussion of valuable papers in spite of the time

devoted to field trips. Figure 8 (p. 45) is the traditional convention photo-

graph, but Figures 9, 10, and 11(pp. 46–7) share the flavor of the field trips.

The 1949 convention program is reproduced in Appendix 28 (p. 175).

Other Conventions
The photographs of Figures 12–32 (pp. 48–59) give a pictorial overview of

convention activity of the 1959–1966 period.
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Figure 11. The Palomar field trip of the 1949 ASA Convention a success, the group prepares
to return to Los Angeles.
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The 1950 ASA Convention
Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana

1. Irving A. Cowperthwaite 14. 27.

2. 15. 28.

3. Robert Fischer 16. C. L. Nystrom 29. Mrs. Gathercoal

4. Karl Turekian 17. 30.

5. Hendrik J. Oorthuys 18. Mrs. Nystrom 31. Edmund N. Gathercoal

6. Alfred C. Eckert 19. 32. Edwin Y. Monsma

7. 20. Marie Fetzer 33. Russell L. Mixter

8. J. Laurence Kulp 21. Cordelia Erdman 34.

9. Paul M. Wright 22. Mrs. Oorthuys 35. Joseph S. Maxwell

10. Marion D. Barnes 23. Donald Carr 36. Delbert Eggenberger

11. Wilbur Bullock 24. 37. Philip Marquart

12. James O. Buswell III 25. Peter W. Stoner 38. H. Harold Hartzler

13. Martin Karsten 26. F. Alton Everest 39.

Figure 12. The 1950 ASA Convention

Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana
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Figure 13. ASA Executive Council, Goshen College, 1950
Three members of the Executive Council discuss the merits of a pet rock.

Left to right: Russell Mixter, Laurence Kulp, Alton Everest

Figure 14. The Convention Committee, 1950, Goshen College
Left to right: Hendrik Oorthuys, Edwin Monsma, Harold Hartzler, Alta Schrock,

Paul Bender.
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Figure 15. Typical scene during presentation and discussion of papers at the 1950 ASA Convention,
Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana.

Figure 16. Wilbur Bullock (left)
greets Edmund Gathercoal at
the 1950 ASA Convention at
Goshen College.



51

American Scientific Affiliation Conventions

Figure 17. Dr. J. Laurence Kulp
discusses the precision of
radiocarbon dating from the
standpoint of an active worker in
the field. 1950 ASA Convention,
Goshen College.

Figure 18. Russell Mixter answers a question as Edwin Monsma holds the discussion
period in check. ASA Convention, Goshen College, 1950.
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Figure 19. Marie Fetzer (left), Cordelia Erdman, and Alto Schrock contributed much to the
1950 ASA Convention at Goshen College.

Figure 20. 1951 ASA Convention, Shelton College, New York
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Figure 21a.
Left to right:
G. Douglas Young
J. Laurence Kulp
James O. Buswell III
Wilbur L. Bullock

Figure 21b.
James O. Buswell II
James O. Buswell III

Figure 21c. 1951 ASA Convention, Shelton College, New York

Left to right: J. Laurence Kulp, Russell L. Mixter, H. Harold Hartzler



The American Scientific Affiliation: Its Growth and Early Development

54

Figure 22. ASA Convention, 1952, Wheaton College Science Station, Black Hills, South Dakota

Figure 23. ASA Convention 1952, Wheaton Science Station, Black Hills, South Dakota

Left to right: Joseph S. Maxwell, Peter W. Stoner, John C. Sinclair, Paul B. Stam, John R. Howitt.
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Figure 24. Geological Field Trip, 1952 ASA Convention, Black Hills, South Dakota

Left to right: Paul G. Culley, unidentified, Hendrik J. Oorthuys, H. Harold Hartzler,
William J. Tinkle, Peter W. Stoner.

Figure 25. 1954 ASA Convention, Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Virginia
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Figure 26. 1956 ASA Convention, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois

Figure 27. 1958 ASA Convention, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa
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Figure 28. 1959 Joint ASA/ETS Convention, Trinity Seminary and Bible College, Chicago, Illinois

Figure 29. 1960 ASA Convention, Seattle Pacific College, Seattle, Washington
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Figure 30. 1962 ASA Convention, Bethel College, St. Paul, Minnesota

Figure 31. 1966 Joint ASA/ETS Convention, North Park College, Chicago, Illinois



Convention Topics 1946–1984

The subject categories of papers presented at the annual conventions of

the American Scientific Affiliation (1946–1984) are graphed in Figure 33

using the same categories applying to local section subject categories

of Figure 3 (p. 36). These data were gleaned from the convention programs.

All programs but those for 1957, 1959, and 1977 were available. The graph

of Figure 33 is a plot of the raw data of Appendix 29 (p. 181). This graph
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Figure 32. 1966 Joint ASA/ETS Convention, North Park College, Chicago, Illinois

Left to right: Robert Fischer, E. James Kennedy, Robert Knudsen, Wayne U. Ault,
H. Harold Hartzler.

Figure 33. Subject Categories of ASA Annual Conventions



reflects the ebb and flow both of developments in science and popular

interest. Since 1950, the social sciences have dominated convention papers

with the exception of the 1975–1979 spurt of interest in environmental

topics. The Creation/Evolution topic has had a steady, but minor, place

in convention programs.

The Evangelical Theological Society
The Evangelical Theological Society (ETS) was organized in 1949. It was

immediately recognized that ASA and ETS had many mutual interests.

The theologian needs the guidance of the scientist, even as the scientist of

evangelical persuasion needs the input of the theologian. In one sense,

the text of the original biblical documents can be likened to the observations

of the physical world made by the scientist: they both need interpretation

which is a human activity and thus subject to error. Specialists in the

two areas can be of great value to each other through cooperative sharing

of insights and checking on each other’s methodology.

Leaders of the two groups got together in the early 1950s for the purpose

of planning the first joint ASA/ETS conference. A permanent liaison

committee was set up with three ASA and three ETS members with

provision for replacing one on each side every two years. Six such

conferences were carried out:

21–24 June 1955 Grace Theological Seminary

Winona Lake, Indiana

9–12 June 1959 Trinity College and Seminary

Chicago, Illinois

14–16 June 1961 Wheaton College

Wheaton, Illinois

19–21 June 1963 Asbury College

Wilmore, Kentucky

22–26 August 1966 North Park College

Chicago, Illinois

16–28 June 1968 Jerusalem, Israel

Original plans called for such a joint conference every two years. The gap

between 1955 and 1959 is unaccounted for, but that between 1963 and 1968

was filled with a joint conference with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship

in 1965.
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June was the preferred time for ETS members, but the last part of August

has always been the preferred time for ASA conventions. A joint ASA/ETS

conference usually meant two annual meetings for the ASA which placed

a burden on ASA members. If the joint ASA/ETS conference were the only

ASA conference of the year, it would have an unduly heavy theological

emphasis which was not pleasing to all ASA members. It is probable

that tensions such as these contributed to the abandonment of the joint

ASA/ETS conference idea after 1968.

The first joint ASA/ETS conference resulted in a group of twelve papers

published in the Journal of the ASA which may be considered a most

significant early set of papers on science and theology.3 These papers

discussed the principles upon which biblical and scientific investigations

should be carried out.

Chapter 3
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CHAPTER 4

Publications of the

American Scientific Affiliation

Books and Monographs

Modern Science and Christian Faith

In the minutes of the meeting of the original five persons in Chicago in

1941, the first of ten possible tasks the new organization could undertake

was, “The compilation and publication of material to strengthen the faith

of students” (Appendix 1, p. 101). This general statement soon came into

focus as The Students’ Handbook. It was also known as The Symposium,

since, from the very first, it was envisioned as containing the contributions

of specialists in the various scientific disciplines. It was always assumed

that these authors would be drawn from the ranks of ASA members.

That first Executive Council felt woefully inadequate for any such writing

task. For this particular project to get started would require a reservoir of

talents of many members, and for this reason, energies were concentrated

on building up the membership. The very early membership growth was

as follows:1

Year End Membership

1942 5

1943 32

1944 50

1945 62

1946 73

1947 81

The actual membership in 1947 was 73 instead of 81 as two had died

and six had resigned.
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In 1943, as a few new members of obvious ability began trickling in,

thoughts of getting started on “the handbook” were encouraged. To pub-

licize the project, the pamphlet, “Students’ Handbook Project of the

American Scientific Affiliation” was printed and included in correspon-

dence with membership prospects beginning in June 1943. The printing

of this pamphlet was handled by Irving Cowperthwaite in the Boston

area while Everest was on a three-month research trip in the Pacific.

The content of this pamphlet is shown in Appendix 30 (p. 182).

It was decided that Everest should act as editor. As several papers (which

were later rejected) had already been received, a much needed

memorandum to authors was circulated 20 August 1943. By October 1943,

the process was initiated of circulating mimeographed copies of proposed

chapters to the entire membership with a request for critiques. Later

an accumulation of these critiques was also circulated to the entire

membership. As proposed papers were received, they and criticisms of

them were circulated. As the project progressed, the bulk of material

circulated increased exponentially, undoubtedly to the delight of postal

and express authorities, but to the consternation of the editor with the

demands of his wartime work.

A 1945 “Handbook Newsletter” stated:

Bringing the handbook reviews to a conclusion is taking

longer than anticipated. Working entirely by mail means

that things move slowly and the pace is not increased

by overly optimistic time estimates by the editor. The

publishing date will be about a year later than we had

originally hoped, but the book should be ready for printing

during the fall of this year.2

Realizing that the utilization of the book would be greatly affected by

the publicity given it in the Christian press, copies of the proposed draft

were, at that time, sent to the editors of ten Christian periodicals plus

seven prominent Christian leaders. At the same time, reviewing procedures

were set up for nine local section groups representing forty-nine of the

sixty members at that time.

The 1945 publication date turned out to be another overly optimistic

estimate of the editor. In a report to the membership dated 6 July 1948,3

it was stated (a) that the name, Modern Science and Christian Faith, had

for the first time been adopted by the Executive Council, (b) that the

page proofs were in the editor’s hands and books should be available

for the convention in Grand Rapids early September, and (c) that the
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publisher was Van Kampen Press of Wheaton, Illinois. It was reported that

Wilbur Smith of Fuller Theological Seminary, a well-known bibliographer

of Christian works, walked into Laurin Zorn’s office at Van Kempen,

pounded on his desk and said, “This is a book you have to publish.”

After five years of learning the enormity of the philosophical problems

encountered, it became evident that the enthusiasm and dedication of the

early ASA members were fully matched by their inexperience. It must

also be remembered that they were products of a less sophisticated early

twentieth century era. Viewed in the light of today, Modern Science and

Christian Faith is indeed quaint and inadequate, but we can rejoice in

the principle that God uses flawed workmen to accomplish his eternal

purposes and that even flawed work can be blessed of him.

As soon as the book was released in 1948, there arose a cry for a revised

edition with improvements. Two chapters (mathematics and chemistry)

were dropped and one (anthropology) was replaced for the second time

by another and numerous improvements were made in chapters retained.

Great improvements in style and smoothness were introduced by

Miss Joan Wise, a textbook editor for McGraw-Hill, who volunteered

her services following some gentle suggestions from J. Laurence Kulp.

She worked directly with the publisher with great effectiveness. This

second edition appeared 30 September 1950.

The first edition of Modern Science and Christian Faith had two printings:

the first, 3,000 copies; the second, 2,000 copies. The attempt to obtain

verification from the publisher of the number of copies printed of the

second edition has been unsuccessful, but in one letter the following

appears: “… the new edition might be as many as 10,000 in the first

printing.”4 Admittedly, this quantity appears high according to usual

publishing procedures.

In 1955, the Executive Council accepted a proposal “to revise this book

by chapters” and “to issue the chapters separately.”5 In 1956, the Council

“recommended individual chapters be written instead of a complete

revision of the book.”6 In 1957, the Council, after learning that Scripture

Press (who took over from Van Kampen) did not want to let the book

go out of print, “agreed to authorize a reprint and to begin work on

revision.”7 In 1962, “it was agreed that the Council should have a report

from the Publication Board concerning the advisability of reprinting

Modern Science and Christian Faith.8 There was a reluctance, it would

seem, to let the poor book die and be given a decent burial.
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Evolution and Christian Thought Today

In 1945, at a meeting of the Evangelical Scholar’s Association, Carl F. H.

Henry proposed that a “comprehensive, scholarly refutation of evolution

be prepared to appear approximately on the hundredth anniversary of the

publication of Darwin’s Origin of Species.”8 This became the topic of

discussion at an afternoon and an evening ASA local section meeting held

at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California, 21 March 1948.

Six ASA members and seven others, including Carl Henry and Bernard

Ramm, were present. A six-page outline prepared by Carl Henry was

a part of this proposal which was sent out to the ASA membership on

14 April 1948 requesting comments, which were, in turn, duplicated and

sent out on 14 July 1948.9, 10

There was silence in Executive Council Minutes for the space of seven

years. Finally, on 19 February 1955, President Hartzler reported the

appointment of a committee “to consider a proposed book in the general

field of evolution to appear at the time of the centennial celebration

of Darwin’s work.” This committee (composed of Everest, Mixter,

Eggenberger, Monsma, and Knobloch) did one noteworthy thing,

recommend the appointment of Russell L. Mixter as the editor of the

proposed volume. His appointment was confirmed officially, and he set

about the laborious and time consuming task of coordinating the efforts of

thirteen authors working on eleven chapters delineated in the reproduction

of the “contents” page of the finished volume shown in Appendix 31

(p. 184). In spite of the desire for the book to be published prior to 1959,

it did not appear until very late 1959.

The volume was selected by twenty-five book reviewers as one of the best

books of the year (Eternity Magazine), and has had a healthful influence

both within the ASA and the Christian public in general. Russell Mixter,

in the Editor’s Preface, states the posture of the authors in writing their

chapters:

The reader may or may not agree with the conclusions urged

by these authors. This is his privilege, and the respective

authors ask only that their presentations be judged without

prejudice. Each of them is committed to the evangelical

Christian doctrine that the world and its living members are

the result of the activity of God as declared in the Holy

Scriptures. They do not hold that their views are the only

possible ones, but they do maintain that the information

they submit is accurate, and that their interpretations are fair

to both Christian and scientific principles. These principles,
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rather than any particular doctrine held by Christians of

the past, have been their criteria of judgment.

The publisher, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., of Grand Rapids, sold

1,000 sets of book pages to Paternoster Press of London for distribution

under their own name. A review of Evolution and Christian Thought Today

by Gordon E. Barnes appeared in the Journal of the Victoria Institute.

It is, undoubtedly, one of the better books dealing with this

problem. The scientific facts and arguments are presented

clearly, and theories assessed very fairly. Full authority is

given to scriptural statements; and the attitude displayed

by the authors is one of open-minded humility. But despite

all this, the book is very far from ideal.11

Barnes then goes on to point out the flaws which apply to much of ASA

work, not just this book. There is

confusion of the scientific and philosophical (or theological)

categories of thoughts. For example, creation (a philosophical

concept) and evolution (a scientific concept) are, throughout

the book, regarded as antithetical … This type of treatment

is merely a temporary palliative: it does nothing to cure the

intellectual malady which is the cause of science-religion

controversies. What is needed is a dramatic rethinking,

from first principles, to construct a Christian worldview

embracing knowledge from both divine revelations, science

and nature … But, despite these criticisms, the book ought

to be read by everyone concerned with the relation of

modern thought to Christian faith.

Monographs

The idea of giving wider distribution to certain outstanding papers presented

at conventions and/or published in the Journal found its expression in

the concept of monographs.

The first monograph, “Christian Theism and the Empirical Sciences,” was

written by Cornelius Jaarsma, professor of education, Calvin College,

Grand Rapids, Michigan. This paper was first presented as a guest paper

at the second annual convention of the ASA at Taylor University,

28 August 1947 (Appendix 26, p. 165). It was published in February 1950.

The second monograph was entitled “The Eye as an Optical Instrument.”

This was written by Frank Allen, professor of physics and head of the

Department of Physics, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada. This
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paper was also presented (in absentia due to Prof. Allen’s age) at the third

annual convention of the ASA held at Calvin College, Grand Rapids,

Michigan, also as an invited guest paper (Appendix 27, p. 173). It was also

published in the Journal of the ASA in volume 1, number 2 (1950): 9–20.

The monograph appeared in print 14 February 1949.

The third monograph, “Creation and Evolution,” had a quite different

origin. Russell L. Mixter, professor of zoology, Wheaton College, Wheaton,

Illinois, presented a series of three papers at annual conventions which

were combined in this monograph. In 1946, his paper was “The Kind of

Genesis and the Kind of Geology” (Appendix 25, p. 157), in 1947, it was

“The Extent of Change since the Origin of Species” (Appendix 26, p. 165),

and in 1948, his title was “The Mechanisms of Evolution” (Appendix 27,

p. 173). These were printed 8 February 1950 as the third monograph under

the general title, “Creation and Evolution.” Of the three monographs,

this one had by far the greater distribution. Mixter used it in his own

course on evolution, and numerous Bible colleges and seminaries adopted

it for classroom use.

There were plans for a fourth in the series on “The Age of the Earth”

which never materialized.

Periodicals

Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation

How were the papers presented at the first annual convention of the

ASA in 1946 to be shared with the scattered members? The decision

was made to publish them in a “Yearbook.” The word “publish” is

here used as in “mimeograph.” The first Yearbook, put together by

Secretary-Treasurer Marion D. Barnes, contained a financial statement,

vital statistics of new members, a list of members, and a bibliography

of 304 books on science and religion by Librarian Thomas D. Parks.

A summary of what happened at the convention was included as well

as a list of registrants, an actual photograph of the group mounted on

the page, and the text of the papers presented. It really was not a very

impressive publication, but it served very well the immediate purpose

of binding the scattered group together during this early postwar period.

This Yearbook must be considered the forerunner of the Journal of the

American Scientific Affiliation.

67

Publications of the American Scientific Affiliation



Another Yearbook was prepared in 1947 and mailed out to all members.

It was patterned closely after the 1946 issue. There was no 1948 Yearbook;

in its place was issued “A Symposium on the Age of the Earth.” The

Los Angeles Section of the ASA had put together a six-paper meeting

on the subject strictly for their own edification. Most of the six authors

were completely outside their field; it was strictly a study project.

When some interest was shown in publishing it, J. Laurence Kulp was

asked to check the papers and to add one of his own.

The first issue of the Journal bears the date 7 January 1949, volume 1,

number 1. A printed front cover (but no back) of heavier stock was

stapled to the mimeographed interior. The disagreement between the

cover, Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation, and the title page,

The American Scientific Affiliation Bulletin, betokens the process of deciding

on a name for the new publication. Numbers 2 and 3 carried this anomaly

(there was no number 4) but in volume 2 the cover and title page agree.

Volume 3, number 4 (December 1951) was the last mimeographed issue.

Editorship

Marion D. Barnes, as secretary-treasurer, was the first editor of the

Yearbook/Bulletin/Journal, even though his name does not appear on

the masthead until the third issue, and then only at the prodding of the

President. He carried this editorial task through 1948 on top of his duties

as secretary-treasurer of the ASA as well as his regular employment.

His term as editor ended with the last issue of 1951, at which time the

Journal went to a printed format with Delbert N. Eggenberger as editor.

The list of editors through the years follows:

1946–1951 Marion D. Barnes

1951–1961 Delbert N. Eggenberger

1962–1964 David O. Moberg

1964–1968 Russell L. Mixter

1969–1983 Richard H. Bube

1984– Wilbur L. Bullock

Each of these has left an indelible stamp on the Journal as quality of

content and makeup continued an upward trend. The dedication of these

editors can only be measured by the years of their lives invested in the

Journal. The ten years as editor served by Delbert Eggenberger and the

fifteen years by Richard Bube are especially worthy of our attention.

During Bube’s term as editor, the quality of papers and size of the Journal

increased significantly.
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Growth in Influence of the Journal ASA

Circulation of the Journal has grown from one hundred for the first

Yearbook to 3,600 in 1986 (2,600 paid). It is available from University

Microfilm, Incorporated, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Articles appearing in the

Journal ASA are abstracted and indexed in the Christian Periodical Index,

Religious and Theological Abstracts, and Guide to Social Science and

Religion in Periodical Literature.

The Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation has enjoyed a growth

in distribution and influence unmatched by any other in its field. Its high

level of scholarship has been attained without sacrifice in doctrinal

integrity. Those who equate their interpretation of Scripture with ultimate

truth do have problems with the Journal which holds to the general policy

of the ASA, to serve as a forum in the search for truth on the interface

between science and the Christian faith. It is admitted that not having

a standard interpretation of Scripture to propagandize appears to some

as compromise.

Subject Categories in Journal ASA

It is of some interest to know how the Journal has covered various subjects

and the relative shift of emphasis with time. Appendix 32 (p. 185) places

each published paper in one of twenty-five categories. These are the same

categories utilized in the study of local section topics (Appendix 23, p. 152

and Figure 3, p. 36) and convention topics (Appendix 29, p. 181 and

Figure 33, p. 59). A graphical representation of the data in Appendix 32

(p. 185) is shown in Figure 34 (p. 70). There are similarities and differences

when compared to local section and convention topics. The growth of the

interest in social science topics shows an understandable peak during the

1960s while a social scientist (David Moberg) was editor of the Journal.

It is interesting that such a peak does not appear in local section topics

until a decade or more later. One reason the social science category is so

much higher than others is that it embraces many cultural factors such as

substance abuse and segregation which were growing problems at that time.

The Creation-Evolution category hovers around the 10% level as it did

in local section topics. At the conventions, however, it seems to be

substantially lower. The peak at volumes 21–25 is due to the Bible Science

Symposium papers published in volume 21.

The growth in papers published on environmental topics matches that of

convention topics (to which it is closely related) but here again is a topic

that fails to receive much attention at the local section level.
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Book Reviews in Journal ASA

An extremely popular and effective feature of the Journal is book reviews.

With the dramatic escalation of books published in related fields, such

reviews make possible keeping up with what is taking place in intellectual

and religious spheres. A slow growth in book reviews is noted in Figure 35

prior to the 1960s, but a sudden upsurge in the number of reviews in the

Journal coincides with Richard Bube assuming the editorship.
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Editorial and Publication Boards

In 1960, the Executive Council decided to support their harried editors by

appointing an Editorial Board upon whom they could call for assistance and

formulation of policy. The editor of the Journal, Delbert N. Eggenberger,

was given the chair and the other members were Hendrik J. Oorthuys,

John A. McIntyre, David O. Moberg, Robert F. DeHaan, Cordelia Erdman,

and Lawrence H. Starkey.

Later in 1960, the Executive Council appointed a Publications Board,

not to be confused with the Editorial Board. This board had the task of

establishing policy and procedures for publications other than the Journal,

yet exclusive of the publicity and public relations fields. The personnel of

this Board: R. L. Mixter, chair, R. P. Dilworth, I. Knobloch, C. T. Moore,

K. Turekian, and G. D. Young.
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The year 1960 appears to be pivotal in organizing and controlling policy

for all ASA publications. The functioning of the Editorial and Publication

Boards has served well into the 1980s.

American Scientific Affiliation News

The establishment of the so-called News Letter and the desire to build

up local section activity are closely tied together. In 1958, Everest was

appointed by President Hartzler to be the National Secretary for Local

Sections.12 His report to the Executive Council on this13 stressed the need

for communication between local sections and between local sections and

the membership at large. A newsletter was envisioned as a method of

achieving such intercommunication. Consequently, Everest was appointed

as the editor of a newsletter. The publication interval was left to him,

and the newsletter was to cover personal items as well as section news.

“The proposed news letter is not intended to duplicate the purposes of

the Journal in any sense, but is intended to provide an additional means

of communication.”12

The first issue of The American Scientific Affiliation News appeared

13 February 1959. Through 1962, there were six issues per year which

then dropped to five issues per year through 1969, at which time Everest

retired as editor and Walter R. Hearn took over. Hearn managed to restore

the six issues per year except for slipping back to five for 1973 and 1978.

The old standard ASA mimeograph method was used through 1975 after

which it was printed.

The ASA News has been immensely successful. ASA members are able to

keep up with official business of the Council, news of conventions and

section meetings, and personal news items chronicling the employment

movements of members, academic advancements, etc. A very helpful

feature has been the “Positions Looking For People” and the “People

Looking For Positions” inaugurated by Walter Hearn. It has succeeded

in encouraging local section activity. Whimsy is an important characteristic

of ASA News and Editor Hearn is a past master at handling it.

Miscellaneous Publications

“Ten Prominent Scientists Look at Life”

The idea of the American Scientific Affiliation producing and distributing

tracts seems a bit unusual, if not outright unseemly. Yet, in the very early

days of the ASA, members of the Executive Council were impressed with
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a series of tracts with titles such as “Fourteen Prominent Citizens Look

at Life,” “Fourteen Prominent Professional Men Look at Life,” and others.

A plan soon took shape for the ASA to produce one, “Fourteen Prominent

Scientists Look at Life.”

The appointment of Alfred C. Eckert to assemble a series of testimonies

from scientists for such a tract was made in 1948. It was almost three

years later that Eckert’s letter to the membership asking for suggestions

of names of those who might qualify for inclusion went out. Good News

Publishing Company, publishers of the other tracts, agreed to cooperate

if acceptable text were received. “Ten Prominent Scientists Look at Life”

was not published until 1956, the reduction from fourteen to ten being

an economic consideration.

Those included in the tract were as follows: George K. Schweitzer (nuclear

chemist), Walter R. Hearn (biochemist), Russell L. Mixter (zoologist),

W. L. Starkey and Brian P. Sutherland (engineers), Robert B. Fischer

(chemist), John R. Brobeck (physiologist), Stanley W. Olson (medical

school dean), Edward J. Matson (research scientist), and Kenneth L. Pike

(linguist). All but Brobeck, Olson, and Pike were ASA members at the

time.

Early Promotional Booklet

In June of 1942 the promotional booklet entitled simply, “The Story of

the American Scientific Affiliation,” was available for distribution in

promoting the newly founded organization. The copy for this book

was written by Everest and passed around the group of five founders

for comments. Will H. Houghton, president of Moody Bible Institute,

received the copy and passed it on to the promotion department of the

Institute for production. It is most probable that, like the expenses of

the five founders who gathered in Chicago, the cost of artwork, makeup,

and printing of this booklet was borne by Henry Parsons Crowell.

This very attractive booklet made a significant contribution in interesting

prospective members.

Chapter 4
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CHAPTER 5

Reviewing Function of the ASA

The idea of reviewing books, papers, and articles is prominent in the early

concept of what the American Scientific Affiliation was to do to justify

its existence. Item 3 of the minutes of the organizing group meeting in

1941 (Appendix 1, p. 101) states that one of the problems the envisioned

group could work on was “the reviewing of written material to eliminate

scientific errors.” This was one of the first activities of the early group.

Separated geographically as they were, the mails were the medium of

exchange of ideas.

Reviews of Internal Material

Papers written with the hope of being included in the forthcoming

Students’ Handbook (later named Modern Science and Christian Faith)

were circulated for reading and criticism. The ideal of obtaining critiques

from those in the same scientific field as the topic of the paper was not

always possible but as the membership grew this ideal was more closely

approximated. The effort expended in reviewing papers intended for this

book far exceeded that of any other project during the first decades.

Russell Mixter also used the review method of refining papers submitted

for inclusion in Evolution and Christian Thought Today.

Peer review of papers considered for the Journal of the American Scientific

Affiliation was exercised from the early days but was developed into a

highly efficient and effective tool during Richard Bube’s tenure as editor.

Solicited Reviews from Outside the ASA

As word of the ASA “leaked out,” requests were received for guidance in

regard to manuscripts. Editors of several magazines and publishing houses

wanted help in evaluating scientific material received. “The President

reported that some members of the ASA have reviewed literature for Moody

Monthly and Van Kampen Press. In both instances the papers were not

accepted for publication as a result of the review.”1 Such rejections were

on the basis of scientific inaccuracies, not at all on a conflict of views.
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Unsolicited Reviews of Outside Material

Peter Stoner’s background in mathematics caused him to be incensed at

a book on Bible numerics he encountered. It was a popularization of

Canadian Ivan Panin’s work entitled Astounding New Discoveries written

by Karl G. Sabiers. Stoner was able to confer with both Sabiers and

his financial backer, chemist Albert Nobell in the Los Angeles area.

Panin’s work claimed to prove that the Bible was inspired by assigning

conventionally accepted numeric values to the letters in the original

languages, then demonstrating inspiration by an exceptional number of

additive combinations divisible by seven. Each such number was called

a “feature.” Many combinations were considered: the number of words

in a passage, the number of letters in a word, the value of each individual

letter in a word, etc. The number of features Panin found were far below

the number that should exist if taken at random. Panin had not considered

the random requirement.

Stoner’s careful dealing with Sabiers and Nobell2, 3 undoubtedly contributed

to Sabiers’ work fading from the scene. Who can forget Stoner telling,

with a twinkle in his eye, that by Panin’s calculations, he had computed

that “The Prologue to Evangeline” is more inspired than Genesis!

Another example of ASA reviewing energies being directed toward outside

works without outside solicitation had to do with books written by

Harry Rimmer. Some members had complained of scientific errors in

these very popular books. The Theory of Evolution and the Facts of Science4

was the one that received the most attention from ASA members because

of questions on the “facts of science” part, not the general thrust of the

book. One ASA member’s critique was thirty-two pages long, causing

Secretary-Treasurer Barnes to say, “I am becoming concerned by the

length and number of critiques regarding Mr. Harry Rimmer’s books.”5

The critiques circulated among the members were labeled “confidential”

because there was genuine concern that the ASA “might become known

in the eyes of the Christian world only as an anti-Rimmer club.”5 These

critiques were never made public. The ASA was a fledgling organization

and the officers were reluctant to launch it on a negative note. It was

also noted that “Rimmer isn’t writing and speaking on these subjects now …

and the man is a fine preacher.”6 Rimmer died in 1952.

Film Reviews

The production of “Sermons From Science” films by Moody Institute of

Science provided another opportunity of exercising the reviewing function
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of the American Scientific Affiliation. Both Everest and Irwin Moon of

the Moody Institute of Science had a deep interest in both MIS and ASA.

It was never completely clear which organization profited the most by

appearance of an ASA approval in the titles of the MIS films. Did it

give viewers of the films greater confidence in their scientific accuracy?

Or was the publicity the ASA garnered by having their name before

millions of viewers around the world of greater worth? Undoubtedly it

was a combination of the two.

There were always problems in film review. With the production work

stretching over several years, there is nothing to review until it is finished.

At that time there is tremendous pressure for the film to be released.

It was also very expensive to redo the main titles with “Approved by

the American Scientific Affiliation” on them if approval were denied.

A reasonable working procedure was developed in which the film review

committee was supplied with tentative scripts as the film story came

together. By this procedure, the actual viewing of the film usually led

to a routine favorable recommendation to the Executive Committee of

the ASA.

The first film to be reviewed was “Voice of the Deep” approved by

the Executive Council 1 September 1948. “Time and Eternity” received

approval in 1955. “Windows of the Soul” was reviewed in 1960 and

“Professor and the Prophets” in 1961. “City of the Bees” was approved

in 1962. The personnel of the Film Review Committee varied greatly

from time to time and outside specialists were often called in to provide

expertise on certain subjects The one constant of this committee was

Robert P. Dilworth, the chairman; he was free to choose local reviewers

conversant with the subject of the film.

Meaning of “Approval”

The phrase “Approved by the American Scientific Affiliation” has appeared

in relatively few places and, perhaps in the future, it should appear in

even fewer. It appeared on certain later editions of John R. Howitt’s

Evolution booklet published by International Christian Crusade. It has

appeared on several Moody Institute of Science films. In many discussions

within the ASA, it was agreed that such approval means only that the

content is scientifically accurate, not that the ASA approves statements

or conclusions of the author. The problem is that this limitation has not

always been explicitly stated and that others may read more into it than

the ASA would like. “Reviewed by the American Scientific Affiliation”

was the form used in later films.
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CHAPTER 6

What Is the “Position” of the ASA?

In 1981, Executive Director Herrmann received a letter which contained

this gem:

As I sat listening to the … presentations, the panelists, and

especially comments from members of the audience—

I thought, “This wheel has been going around for forty

years? When is it going to stop?”

The writer, a well-qualified university professor, a geologist, is strongly

in favor of eliminating the neutral stance of the ASA on the subject of

evolution in favor of a “positive” one.

Neutrality on controversial aspects of the science/faith interface has been

the position of the ASA since its founding. This position, or lack of

a position, has been maintained in spite of great pressure, both from

members within the organization and from those outside. Hundreds of

members have been lost and other hundreds of potential members have

been repelled by adherence to this policy. On the other hand, those

favoring neutrality would be lost or repelled should the policy be changed.

The cost has been high, but the years have served only to underline the

wisdom of this approach.

The ASA was conceived as a forum concerned with the search for truth

and not as a society dedicated to the spreading of certain scriptural or

scientific interpretations. The first constitution (May 1942) states as one

of its purposes: “To promote and encourage the study of the relationship

between the facts of science and the Holy Scriptures.” A better statement

of the same idea is one of the objectives of the May 1970 constitution,

“To investigate any area relating Christian faith and science.”

As Claude Stipe assumed the presidency of the ASA in 1976, he made

a study to determine whether the ASA had consistently maintained a

neutrality through the years and really encouraged the forum approach

to controversial questions. The results of his investigation are published

in the Journal.1 He acknowledges critical attitudes within the group.
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The old ASA is gone … Back in 1946 we were all biblical

and no one dared champion evolution.

If the ASA had remained true to the doctrines and principles

on which it was founded, the Creation Research Society

would never have been necessary.

We remember the days when the ASA was first organized.

We were all against evolution then.2

Not in a spirit of criticism, but in an analytical way, Frank Cassell said:

Thus in 15 years we have seen develop within the ASA

a spectrum of belief in evolution that would have shocked

all of us at the inception of our organization.3

Change has taken place within the ASA with respect to the views of

individuals, none can deny, but does this mean that the policy of the

organization has changed? Not at all. From the very first “a spectrum

of views” was considered the norm and desirable. In 1949 Mixter, as

secretary, shared his views on an applicant for ASA membership as

follows:

I disagree with his adherence to flood geology and feel

that his treatment of genetics was inadequate; however,

you will note that he has ample scientific qualifications and

content, and his orthodoxy is apparent from his affiliations.

I feel it will be a value to us to have someone of his caliber

who can serve as a brake on our enthusiasm.4

The value of a spectrum of visas within the ASA is that those at one end

of the spectrum can act as a check on those at the other end. This requires

the exercise of tact, restraint, and tolerance, but these are all Christian

virtues which should not be too difficult to call up on occasion.

There can be little doubt that there have been shifts in the center of

gravity of the spectrum among ASA members through the years. In the

early days of the ASA, the evolution/creation problem maintained a high

profile. Many present day members have little interest in the evolution/

faith controversy; their specialities may be in the social sciences or their

interests in the responsibility of the Christian in environmental problems.

Shifts in this spectrum of interests are clearly shown in the subject

categories of local section meetings, Figure 3 (p. 36); of annual conventions,

Figure 33 (p. 59); and of Journal papers, Figure 34 (p. 70).
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The Journal contains many early statements that support the contention

that ASA policy of neutrality in things controversial has been consistently

maintained since the organization was established. Marion Barnes stated

as editorial policy in 1950:

To permit, within the framework of conservative theology,

a discussion of both sides of scientific questions on which

many true Christians are known to differ.5

In a 1951 paper, Everest quotes Allan A. MacRae (member of the Executive

Council and past vice president):

To my mind it would be unfortunate for the Affiliation to go

on record strongly in favor of any one of the various views.

It seems to me that its purpose should be rather to show that

the Bible, as correctly and carefully interpreted, and without

any twisting whatever, leaves room for every scientific fact

at present known, and does not contradict any scientific fact

as yet discovered, however much it may be at variance with

some theory built upon these facts.6

In 1952, the editor of the Journal, Delbert Eggenberger, responded to the

perennial question within the ASA. “Should the ASA have a united front

on controversial issues?” His reply is:

It has been the feeling of the Executive Council that this is

not a proper aim of the ASA, rather we should attempt to

present possible solutions on topics of interest to our group.

We do not claim as a scientific organization to have the

final answer on any given subject in the area of science

and certainly we are not given to just one interpretation

of biblical statements.7

Eggenberger enlarges on this view in a later editorial:

It would be easy to establish a “party line” in accepted

scientific theory and in theology to which any accepted paper

must adhere … The editor, however, believes that the ASA

has a purpose, and can thus best fulfill a needed function,

of open-minded study that precludes such restrictions.8

It would be inaccurate to imply that the true forum approach was thoroughly

worked out and clearly formulated in the minds of all ASA members of

the early days. Marion Barnes, a member of the Executive Council and

secretary-treasurer in 1944, when he expressed his views this way,
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I feel that we can perform a real service if, with constant

effort and open mind we do a bit of research, most of the

library variety, and come to an agreement on a scholarly

interpretation of the Genesis accounts. I see no need,

however, for setting up a creed of creation … we might

eliminate some of the present conflicting interpretations, and

subsequently give a scientific support to that interpretation

which seems correct to us.9

The Victoria Institute was established in England in 1865 with a policy

similar to that of the American Scientific Affiliation:

The Victoria Institute is an avowedly Christian society even

if it is at the same time an investigating body. The fact

that a philosophical society with a Christian basis should

devote itself so unrestrictedly to investigation in every

realm of human interest reflects the sturdy faith of its

founders that all truth must be one, and also their complete

freedom from obscurantism—from any anxiety lest their

investigations might lead to the discovery of inconvenient

or unpalatable facts.10

It is inevitable that, to outsiders, confusion between society policy and

the views of individual members will always be with us. Because of the

catholic nature of its interests and its policy of neutrality in controversial

matters, the ASA is also destined to be criticized by those of more parochial

interests and narrow interpretations. Such confusion and misinterpretation

of motives is an ongoing price which must be paid for continuation of

the neutrality policy in years to come.
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CHAPTER 7

The ASA and the CRS

The open forum approach of the American Scientific Affiliation, with its

tolerance for and encouragement of a wide spectrum of views, has nurtured

a tidy number of literal creationists. Unchallenged expressions on such

topics as a young earth, flood geology, etc., quite common in the early

days of the ASA, were viewed more critically in later years by new

members, specialists in various fields of science. Although this trend

established a better balance of views within the ASA, many who held

that their interpretation of Genesis 1–11 was the only tenable one felt

that those holding other views were unfaithful to the Word and too quick

in accepting the interpretations of modern scientists. This polarization

within the ASA (actually a rejection of the open forum principle)

percolated over the years and eventually resulted in the formation of the

Creation Research Society (CRS).

In an entirely unintended and unwelcome way, the ASA became the

“mother” of the CRS, nurturing the infant from conception to birth in

1963. Henry Morris, who must be considered the founding father of the

CRS, joined the ASA in 1948, was advanced to Fellow in 1961, and did

not resign until 1980, a total of 32 years. Duane Gish, another influential

person in the CRS, joined the ASA in 1959, was selected as Fellow, and

finally resigned in 1978. It is interesting to note that Morris remained

a member seventeen years and Gish fifteen years after the CRS was

established. This would seem to be strong evidence for the strength of

the ASA’s open forum policy and tolerance toward Christian brothers

and sisters who may have differing views of interpretation of scientific

and theological matters.

Much of the impetus for the founding of the Creation Research Society

in 1963 can undoubtedly be traced to the appearance of the Whitcomb

and Morris book, The Genesis Flood in 1961.1
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The CRS was organized in 1963 around a “Team of Ten” which included:

Henry H. Morris

William J. Tinkle

Frank Marsh

John W. Klotz

R. Laird Harris

Edwin V. Monsma

Walter E. Lammerts

Duane T. Gish

Walter H. Rusch

John J. Grebe2

The first seven of this list were Fellows of the ASA in 1963 and the eighth,

a member.

The strategy, as outlined by Morris,3 was to attend the joint meeting of

the ASA with the Evangelical Theological Society at Asbury College,

Wilmore, Kentucky, 19 June 1963. The theme of this ASA/ETS

convocation was “A Critical Synopsis of the Literature on Creation and

Evolution.” Morris, Klotz, Harris, and Lammerts presented papers at this

meeting, and Tinkle presided at two of the sessions. After this, they met

at Grebe’s home in Midland, Michigan, where the actual organization of

the CRS took place. The “Team of Ten” became the original board of

directors. Only Klotz, a Fellow, is listed in the 1985–1986 Directory of

the ASA. Monsma is deceased. In spite of the few who “hung on” for

many years, there is no denying the fact that the ASA has lost talent to

the CRS.

The ASA continued its growth in membership (see Figure 1, p. 32) as the

CRS also grew. The question arises, “Did the ASA really suffer ‘a great

exodus’ as some have implied?” Did the seven Fellows and one member

of the ASA who became the original directors of the CRS precipitate

a great number of resignations from the ASA? Has the growth of the

CRS been primarily at the expense of the ASA? A comparison of

the growth of voting membership of the ASA and the CRS is shown

in Figure 36 (p. 86). The CRS figures are Morris’ own.4 Let us see if

answers to the above questions can be found.
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A study has been made of resignations from the ASA for the years 1957 and

1972, fifteen years apart. The resignations in 1957 were well before the

formation of the CRS, those in 1972 in the middle of the CRS growth

curve of Figure 36. The breakdown of the reasons for resigning from

ASA follows:
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Summary of Reasons for Resignation

1957 1972

Shift of interest in other directions 30% 27%

Cannot afford 21% 8%

More liberal than ASA 7% 5%

More conservative than ASA 2% 14%

Miscellaneous reasons and not stated 40% 46%

Total 100% 100%

Sample size (43) (153)

Figure 36. Voting Membership of the

American Scientific Affiliation and Creation Research Society



The “shift of interest” component has not changed materially in fifteen

years. The “more liberal than ASA” and the “miscellaneous reasons”

category have also changed little. The decrease from 21% to 8% would

seem to indicate that there was more money around in 1972 than there

was fifteen years earlier. The shift from 2% to 14% in the “more

conservative” category is the more important item which would seem

to indicate that some ASA members could very well have been attracted

to the CRS.

This analysis would seem to indicate that a maximum of something like

14% – 2% = 12% of resignations could conceivably be attributed to those

going in the direction of the CRS. In 1972, 12% of the total number of

resignations (153) amounts to eighteen people. This is a maximum and

it would be unreasonable to assume that all of these joined the CRS.

The CRS had an increase in membership in 1972 of fifty over the year

before. There seems to be evidence here that CRS growth is largely

from the general public rather than the ASA. Some rather major factors

were at work within the ASA affecting growth, such as advertising

campaigns, which attracted many members during the 1975–1980 peak,

many of whom fell away during the 1980–1985 slump in membership

(see Figure 1, p. 32).

The evidence from this study of ASA resignations in 1957 and 1972

would indicate that, while some ASA members moved to CRS, the bulk

of the CRS growth was from other sources.
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CHAPTER 8

The Canadian Scientific and

Christian Affiliation

From the very early days of the ASA, many members lived in Canada.

For example, the August 1946 directory lists Frank Allen (University

of Manitoba), James Forrester (in Vancouver, on leave from Whitworth

College), Brian P. Sutherland (Consolidated Mining & Smelting, Rossland,

British Columbia) as active ASA members. Frank Allen, one of the most

illustrious of ASA members, was selected as the first Honorary Fellow

in 1965. Brian Sutherland, present at the first ASA convention at Wheaton

College in 1946, was elected to the Executive Council in 1952 and was

vice president, 1953–1956. Canadians have had a strong hand in ASA

affairs from early days and a significant number of ASA members have

lived north of the border.

One ASA member suggested a Canadian organization in 1971 because

the “American” in the ASA name was a problem. This elicited a vigorous

response from Council members who insisted that “American” was

continental, not political.1 In the next minutes, it was decided that the

ASA annual conventions be called “meetings” in order that Canadians

could claim tax deduction for attendance.2

In August of 1972, the twenty-seventh Annual Meeting of the ASA was

held at York University on the outskirts of Toronto. This was the first

ASA meeting on Canadian soil. About one-third of the registrants were

from Canada. During the meeting, John F. Stewart of Ontario, laid before

the Executive Council the desirability of incorporating a “Canadian

Scientific Affiliation.” The Canadians did not want to split off from ASA,

but they felt that under their laws they could increase membership and

support for a Canadian entity. They would have a local address, and they

would purchase “services” and publications from the ASA. They would

have tax deduction for contributions, dues, and expenses of attending

meetings.3, 4 The Executive Council viewed the proposal with favor and

assured their backing when the legal matters were straightened out.

The ASA paid for the legal costs.
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At a later time, the Executive Council “voted that members of Canadian

Scientific and Christian Affiliation have all the rights and privileges of

ASA membership including voting, Fellow member status and Council

membership.”5

In 1972, the expectation was that this move would encourage growth in

the Canadian membership. Table I shows the growth in each province

over the thirteen-year period, 1972–1985.

This represents a 127% growth during this thirteen-year period. We note

a doubling of membership in most provinces and the start of CSCA activity

in others. It is quite probable that incorporation in Canada stimulated

much of this growth.

Table II shows that the distribution of members through the various classes

follows the experience of the U.S. reasonably closely. The disparity in

percentage of Member classification in 1972 seems to have equalized

quite well by 1985. In short ASA members in Canada now called members

of the CSCA, are distributed through the several membership grades about

the same as members in the United States.
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Table I. Growth of Membership
Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation, 1972–1985

Membership

Province 1972 1985

Alberta 9 24

British Columbia 13 28

Manitoba 4 8

New Brunswick 1 2

Ontario 48 100

Quebec 5 8

Saskatchewan 1 2

Newfoundland — 3

Nova Scotia — 9

Totals 81 184
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Table II. Breakdown of Membership
Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation

Membership status Canada 1972 U.S. 1972

Fellows 7.4% 7.8%

Members 67.9% 78.7%

Associates 24.7% 13.5%

100.0% 100.0%

Canada 1985 U.S. 1985

Fellows 8.7% 9.2%

Members 58.7% 61.3%

Associates 22.3% 10.4%

Student 10.3% 19.1%

100.0% 100.0%



CHAPTER 9

A “Recounting of the Acts of God”

within the ASA

In the preface, it is stated that the history of a Christian organization

(quoting Ted Engstrom of World Vision) is simply a recounting of the

acts of God as he has worked through that organization. Looking back

over almost a half century of ASA history, many things come to mind.

There are the highs of Christian fellowship, the thrills of new insights into

scriptural passages, the frightening implications of scientific advances,

and new vistas on the greatness of God and his creation. Mixed in are

also depressing memories of tedious and specious argumentation over

points far removed from the target subject. There are the tests to which

the agape spirit is subjected when fellow members persist in riding their

hobby horses. But when these memories are tenderized by the years, what

dominates our view of the American Scientific Affiliation?

The Fellows

The overall membership of the ASA is undoubtedly its greatest asset.

The hopes, aspirations, and convictions of the members make up the

framework which shapes the ASA. An exceptionally significant segment

of that membership is the group of Fellows in whose hands the future of

the ASA rests. They are selected on the basis of both scientific and spiritual

qualifications. This group is far more important in assuring the proper

future course of the ASA than the most detailed doctrinal statement.

From the Fellows are drawn all Executive Council members, and all

officers of the ASA are Council members. Ultimately, all major decisions

affecting the future of the ASA are in the hands of Fellows. True, it is

an honor to be a Fellow, but this is tempered by the great responsibility

involved. The Fellow group has been remarkably stable through the years.

There have been a few resignations, most of them on principle, basic

disagreement on which direction the ASA is going. A few have left

because the ASA is too conservative, some because it is too liberal.

The “hopes and fears of all the years” for the ASA are vested in this

10% of the ASA membership. These Fellows have been very special

channels through whom the acts of God have flowed.
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The Executive Council and Officers

Between the years 1941 and 1985, fifty persons have been elected to

the Executive Council. Thirty-seven of these have served as president,

vice president, or secretary-treasurer. Many of these have served in all

three positions because an informal rotation system has been in force

for many years. The term of office of a Council member is five years,

we are talking here of 250 person-years of faithful and intensive service.

None of these have received any remuneration for the administration of the

ASA in this capacity. Only in later years has there been any reimbursement

for travel expenses in getting to the meetings, and in many cases the

reimbursement is turned into a gift to the ASA. The smooth ongoing

work of the ASA is directly attributable to this “faithful fifty.”

Although the ASA has had a scattering of women members since the

very early years, some of whom have made significant contributions,

they have undoubtedly been downtrodden by the prevailing chauvinistic

attitudes of the males. No more. In 1984, Ann H. Hunt, a scientist at

Eli Lilly Company, was elected to the Executive Council with all the

rights, honors, and privileges thereunto appertaining. In 1986, she became

President. Executive Council members, in a very special way, become

the custodians of the acts of God.

Executive Secretaries/Directors

It may be an oversimplification, but one way of looking at the history of

the ASA is to divide it into four epochs: (1) early, (2) Hartzler, (3) Sisterson,

and (4) Herrmann.

The early period was characterized by growth from the original five to

about eight hundred members, the establishment of the Journal and

considerable busy-work associated with publication of Modern Science

and Christian Faith. It was an important era, to be sure, because

foundations were being laid for the structure to follow.

H. Harold Hartzler came aboard as Executive Secretary in 1961, on

approximately a one hour per day basis, fitting the ASA work around

his job as a professor at Mankato State College. He had been very

active in the ASA prior to this, but with an office and secretarial help,

he was able to accomplish much more. This was an extremely important

eleven-year period of growth. An examination of the membership graph

in Figure 1 (p. 32) will show that prior to 1961 the rate of increase

in membership tended toward a plateau. Hartzler’s decade immediately

following shows a marked accelerated growth rate.
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Hartzler traveled extensively in the interests of the ASA. He was constantly

involved in encouraging local section activity and seeking out new

members. His diligence, faithfulness, and optimism set a challenging

example for others. He maintained liaison with the Creation Research

Society, constantly striving to bring the two groups together. Let it

be said that Hartzler’s contribution to the development of the ASA was

a significant one.

In August of 1972, William D. Sisterson took over the job of Executive

Secretary from Hartzler. He served for eight years in this capacity. These

eight years are noted particularly for the orderly procedures instigated.

Sisterson brought much needed organizational abilities to the office, and

procedures were introduced which have since become routine. There was

great growth in membership during Sisterson’s time. This came largely

as a result of extensive advertising in Christianity Today and Eternity

magazines. This was a very expensive project, and it took several years

to wipe out the deficit incurred. This negative aspect of this eight-year

period should not blind us to the significant gains made in strengthening

local sections and individual members and developing the integrity of

the ASA.

A short interim period following Sisterson’s resignation was covered by

Harry Lubansky who maintained the essential flow of coherent activity.

Robert L. Herrmann took over as Executive Director in 1981. The first

five years of Herrmann’s tenure have opened up a new and brighter future

for the ASA with a vitality which springs both from a spiritual depth

and scholarly qualifications. Moving with ease and grace in Christian

as well as secular intellectual and scientific circles, Herrmann is

“healing on wheels.” He has been a good antidote for the “thinking small”

outlook in both program and financial affairs which has dominated the

ASA since its inception. He sees a great opportunity as a great challenge

to share with those who might assist financially in bringing it to reality.

Thus each of the four epochs of the ASA has been a step upward in

strengthening the ASA. Each epoch was dominated by the Executive

Secretary/Director, each bringing his own unique and significant

contribution to the ASA. In retrospect these stages can now be clearly

seen as direct and specific acts of the Lord.

The Conventions

The forty conventions organized by the ASA through 1985 have served

to provide a reservoir of papers for the Journal, have given an opportunity
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for fellowship among members, and have been a display window of ASA

activities for visitors. The efforts of many people are required to put on

a convention. Disregarding for the moment the happy look on people’s

faces in the convention photographs of Figures 4 through 32 (pp. 41,

43–59), are these efforts worthwhile?

For the 10% or so of the membership able to attend conventions, the

answer is yes, they are definitely worthwhile. Those reading the papers

in the Journal a year or so later would probably also agree that they are

worthwhile. For a significant proportion of ASA membership, the answer

is noncommittal because they have never attended a convention.

There is a constant official effort to upgrade the quality and significance

of papers presented at the conventions and to have invited speakers who

can bring new and challenging insights. In addition to this, an international

flavor has been introduced in 1965 and 1985 in having the venue of

the conference at Oxford University. Acts of God have fallen on both

individuals and the ASA as a group as a result of the conventions.

The Local Sections

Local ASA section activities touch from ten to twenty times the number

of people attending the annual convention. However, they touch them

in quite a different way, so we cannot say they are ten to twenty times

as influential. The important thing about local section meetings is that

ASA members get to meet other ASA members and that such contacts

encourage all aspects of the program.

The Commissions

In 1960, four commissions were set up by the Executive Council to cover

the fields of psychology, social science, natural science, and the history

and philosophy of science. A chairman and personnel were designated

for each commission. The chief responsibility of a commission is to keep

a close eye on developments within that scientific discipline and to

communicate pertinent information to the rest of the membership through

the Journal, convention papers, etc. At one time, the charge to each

commission was to write a book on the implications of that field of

science. Preparing programs for annual conventions was another duty,

on assignment. The annual conventions of 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, and

1965 were each the responsibility of one of these commissions.

In 1965, the number of commissions was increased to five by replacing

natural science with biological science and physical science, retaining
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the other three. During this period of activity, the problems of making

the commission plan work became apparent. Difficulty of members of

a commission getting together because of geographical separation added

to the time-honored problems of lethargy and inertia. A survey by Gary

Collins resulted in his recommending to the Executive Council that all

commissions be abolished and that “task forces” be appointed to deal

with specific topics and projects and, after submitting an annual report,

be disbanded.

After a few years of “in between” type of activity, Herrmann, in 1983,

suggested setting up twelve commissions or committees or task forces,

whatever the name, to cover the following areas of interest to the ASA:

Biomedical Ethics Origins

Social Ethics Evangelism

Church Relations Environmental Ethics

Missions Scholarship

Publications Long Range Planning

Membership Industrial Engineering Ethics

In this way, the original commission plan is broadened to channel the

acts of God to the membership and the world.

Get-Togethers at Scientific Meetings

In stressing excellence in its members, the ASA has always encouraged

attendance at scientific conferences. A natural result of this is the desire

of those members attending to get together. The Federation of Christian

Fellowship was started by Walter Hearn and Kurt Weiss to gather ASA

members and other Christians attending conferences of the Federation

of American Societies for Experimental Biology. A typical get-together

might be a breakfast or a dinner with a talk to stimulate discussion.

Such meetings are listed in the official program. Fellowship gatherings

of this type are also organized for conferences of the American Chemical

Society and other scientific societies. Activities of this type encourage

the individual in witness and Christian living in secular scientific situations

so that the acts of God can flow to others.

The Journal of the ASA

The Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation has gone through

a metamorphosis since its establishment in the mid-1940s. There was

usually a dearth of material in those early days, but, in spite of this,
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it served well in the spread of information and ideas and in binding ASA

members together. Although it was quite unprofessional in appearance

and (to some) impact, the foundation laid was solid. Each successive editor

made an important contribution to this metamorphosis of the Journal.

Richard Bube’s contribution was pivotal: combining erudition, intellectual

strength, and controversy. The controversy was the direct result of

applying the open forum principle. Both sides of questions were treated

with a forthrightness which, perhaps, had not characterized the ASA

previously. Refusing to lower the standards of the Journal and working

constantly toward its greater credibility, Bube was the recipient of

much “flak.” In spite of the “high noise level,” he meted out space

equitably, treated opposing views with fairness, while always insisting

on integrity of approach, consistency, and brevity. Like each successive

editor before him, Wilbur Bullock, in 1984, took over editorship of

a Journal considerably improved over the preceding one. The acts of

God continue to flow.

The ASA News

From a flimsy attempt to encourage the formation and conduct of local

section meetings, the ASA News under Walter Hearn has grown into one of

the strongest fibers holding ASA members together. This is true in both

the inspirational and scientific sense. Each issue is a thrilling chronicle

of the amazing things ASA members are doing, both in their scientific

accomplishments and in novel forms of Christian service and witness.

The News dramatizes the unique role that Christians trained in science

can play. The News is a medium of communicating the acts of God taking

place in the ASA to the membership at large.

Publications

In addition to the Journal of the ASA and the newsletter, there has been

a continuing series of books, monographs, reprint series, conference

proceedings, etc. which have been published by the American Scientific

Affiliation. These might be called direct publications. Another important

source of publications might be called peripheral in that ASA members

are the authors. The books by David Moberg in the social sciences,

by Gary Collins in the field of psychology, and the books growing out

of the Oxford Conferences are examples which come to mind. This latter

peripheral category may be every bit as influential as the direct

publications. But whether direct or peripheral they are influencing people

and encouraging healthful views of biblical and scientific interpretation

and constitute another stream of the acts of God.
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Relationship

The appearance of the American Scientific Affiliation on the scene

seemed to precipitate the appearance of Christian organizations in other

fields of study. Perhaps not all, but at least some of the following may

have been encouraged to organize after seeing what was happening in

the ASA:

Christian Association for Psychological Studies

Christian Legal Society

Christian Medical Society

Evangelical Theological Society

Institute for Advanced Christian Studies

Institute for Christian Studies

Numerous conferences have been jointly sponsored by the ASA and one

or more of the above. The Evangelical Theological Society and the ASA

have held at least half a dozen conferences together. There is mutual

encouragement in such cooperative efforts as well as a broadening of

interests and stimulation of vision for creative forms of Christian service

and witness. We join hands with others that the acts of God may take form.

The California Textbook Controversy

Should Christians dabble in political and social problems? The California

textbook controversy provided an opportunity for service and witness that

several ASA members could not turn down, although the ASA was not

officially involved. The controversy centered on what to specify about

evolution and origins in an official framework for science teaching in

California public schools. Pressure was being applied by those having

diverse opinions on the subject. This was an important national issue,

because California buys something like 10% of the textbooks sold in the

U.S. and textbook publishers follow its every move.

Because of a fine statement he had made in a hearing, Vernon Grose

(then an ASA Fellow, since resigned) was made a member of the

Curriculum Development Commission. Two past presidents of the ASA,

Robert E. Fischer and Richard H. Bube, were later added to the same

commission and added their input.1–5

President Jack McIntyre summarized the contributions of these ASA

members as follows:

… the textbook controversy in California has brought to

public attention again, those fundamental issues separating

97

A “Recounting of the Acts of God” within the ASA



Christians from those presenting a materialistic view of

the world. This controversy has been reported in Science,

The National Observer, The New Scientist (a British

magazine) as well as in Christian magazines. Furthermore,

ASA members Vernon Grose, Richard Bube, and Robert

Fischer have participated as central figures in the drama

and have maintained the Christian viewpoint in an effective

and responsible manner. At this very time, the hard thinking

and open interaction that the ASA has provided for its

members through the years is yielding fruit in the most

important confrontation between science and Christianity

since the Scopes trial. There can be no doubt that the ASA

is important to the Christian cause …6

The influence of the ASA members was in the direction of helping to

define the issue (see Appendix 33, p. 186). They stressed the importance

of careful identification of scientific speculation in material on origins

for the elementary level. This is an example of the sort of thing going

on within the ASA membership all the time, acts of God reaching out

to others.
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Minutes of First Meeting—1941

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago September 2–5,

1941 for the Purpose of Organizing a Fellowship of Scientists who are Believing

Christians and Zealous Expositors of God’s Word.

The meeting was attended by

Prof. F. Alton Everest, Oregon State College, Corvallis, Oregon

Prof. Peter W. Stoner, Pasadena Jr. College, Pasadena, California

Prof. Russell D. Sturgis, Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pennsylvania

Prof. John P. Van Haitsma, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dr. Irving A. Cowperthwaite, Thompson Wire Co., Boston, Massachusetts

This group gratefully acknowledges the extremely helpful cooperation of

Dr. Will H. Houghton, President, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago

Mr. H. Coleman Crowell, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago

Rev. Irwin A. Moon, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago

It was agreed at the first session of the group that there was a useful sphere of

service for an organization of consecrated scientists. The following was drawn up

as a partial list of problems upon which such a group could work.

1. The compilation and publication of material to strengthen the faith of

students.

2. The distribution of material of scientific accuracy to ministers and Christian

workers.

3. The reviewing of written material to eliminate scientific errors.

4. The establishment of a summer school for educators and Christian workers.

5. The establishment of a speakers bureau featuring scientists who would speak

on biblical subjects.

6. The establishment of a correspondence school for the dissemination of

scientific-biblical material.

7. The canvassing of scientists for Christians in sympathy with the objectives

of such an organization who would be interested in joining it.

8. The calling of an annual conference to which representatives of accredited

religious schools would be invited to present for discussion and review the

teachings of their schools which have scientific implications for the purpose

of aiding them in working out all scientific errors.

9. The publication of a biblical-science newsletter to be sent regularly to

subscribers.

10. The preparation of a reference manual.
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A motion was made by Prof. Stoner that an organization be formed to incorporate

the above objectives as suitably amended. This motion was seconded by

Dr. Cowperthwaite. No vote was taken on the motion.

A suggested constitution for such an organization which had been prepared by

Prof. Everest was read for consideration. The statement of creed was discussed

at length.

The following qualifications for membership in the organization were determined

upon.

1. Applicant must be one who loves the Lord.

2. He must have recognized competence in some branch of science.

3. One who is recommended by a member of the organization and is approved

by the membership.

4. One who has shown evidence of zeal for promoting the study of the

relationship between science and the Scripture.

The following men were suggested as likely candidates for membership in the

organization. Each one is to be contacted in the interest of the organization

by a member of the group.

Dr. Houghton agreed to be responsible for the following:

Dr. Svere Norborg, Prof. of Philosophy, University of Michigan

Prof. Frank Allen, Manitoba University, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Mr. Cyril Luckman, The King’s College, Belmar, NJ

Dr. John Abernathy, 409 Robinson Blvd., El Paso, TX

Dr. Alexander Grigola, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL

Dr. Howard Gray, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN

Prof. Stoner agreed to be responsible for the following:

Mr. Arthur Gehrig, Pasadena Jr. College, Pasadena, CA

Dr. Alter, Director of Griffith Planetarium, Los Angeles, CA

Mr. Lester Ready, Civil Engineering

Prof. Franklin Thomas, Cal. Tech., Pasadena, CA

Prof. Everest agreed to be responsible for the following:

Prof. E. C. Callaway, Oregon State College, Corvallis, OR

Prof. F. O. McMillan, Oregon State College, Corvallis, OR

Prof. Harold Cockerline, Oregon State College, Corvallis, OR

Mr. G. F. Waldo, Oregon State College, Corvallis, OR

Prof. Van Haitsma agreed to be responsible for the following:

Prof. S. L. Loewen, Sterling College, Sterling, KS

Prof. C. Evers, Central College, Pella, IA
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Prof. E. A. Schoenknecht, Brevard College, Brevard, NC

Prof. A. S. Rudolph, Bethel College, MacKenzie, TN

Prof. T. Vergeer, Hope College, Holland, MI

Prof. Paul E. Parker, Marion College, Marion, IN

Dr. E. Y. Monsma, Calvin College, Garand Rapids, MI

Prof. Russell Mixter, Wheaton College, Wheaten, IL

Dr. Cowperthwaite agreed to be responsible for the following:

Prof. Edwin Gedney, Gordon College of Theology and Missions, Boston, MA

Prof. Carl Pearson, Simmons College, Boston, MA

It was decided to have each member of the present committee responsible for

investigating and recruiting suitable members from their geographical areas.

Prof. Everest – Pacific Northwest

Prof. Stoner – Pacific Southwest

Prof. Van Haitsma – Central States

Prof. Sturgis – Middle Atlantic States

Dr. Cowperthwaite – New England States

The following names were suggested and debated for the proposed organization.

Bible and Science Investigation Society (BASIS)

Bible and Science

Bible and Science Interpretation Society

Scientific Christian Fellowship

National (or American) Association for the Correlation of Science and the Bible

Society for the Investigation of Correlations between Science and the Bible

Society for the Study of the Relations between Science and the Bible

Association of Christian Scientific Men

Society of Christian Scientific Men for Biblical Research

Society of Scientific Christians

Society of Scientific Christians for Biblical Study

Scientific Society for Biblical Study

Scientific Society for Biblical Interpretation

American Scientific Affiliation

American Affiliation of Sciences

National Affiliation of Scientists

The following were determined upon as fundamental needs to be met by this

organization.

1. Review of material. Members acting in the name of the organization would

review manuscripts, books, pamphlets, oral presentations, seminary courses,

etc.
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2. Preparation of material. Members working in the name of the organization

will prepare and present original papers and collaborate in the preparation

of a handbook to guide students.

3. Dissemination of material. The organization will cooperate in the publication

of contributions of members, and will maintain a speakers bureau.

It was suggested to Dr. Houghton that as a first step in the program of collaboration

between the group and Bible Institutes, that the faculty of Moody Bible Institute

meet with the organization next year. Dr. Houghton expressed eagerness to

cooperate in the manner. As the faculty have their vacation during the month

of August and convene after Labor Day weekend, it was decided to hold the

meeting next year the week following Labor Day.

A motion was made by Prof. Stoner that the matter of final selection of

the name for the organization be left to Prof. Everest who will confer with

Dr. Houghton and Mr. Moon. This motion was seconded by Dr. Cowperthwaite

and was passed.

The meeting adjourned after electing Prof. Everest, Chairman and Dr. Cowperthwaite,

Secretary-Treasurer.
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Constitution Adopted August 1950

Article I—NAME AND OBJECTS

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be The American Scientific

Affiliation, Incorporated.

Section 2. The objects of the Affiliation shall be:

(a) To promote and encourage the study of the relationship between

the facts of science and the Holy Scriptures, believing that as

God is the Author of the Book, as well as the Creator and Sustainer

of the universe, there can be no discrepancy between the statements

of the Bible and scientific observations when both are properly

interpreted and understood.

(b) To provide a medium for the exchange of ideas by Christian men

and science in regard to these matters.

(c) To disseminate the results of such studies and to carry out

an educational program through publications, lectures, films, etc.

for strengthening the faith of evangelical Christians and for the

evangelization of the non-Christian world as well.

Section 3. The Affiliation shall be a nonprofit organization within the meaning

of the law and should any profit result from the activities of the

Affiliation it shall not inure to the benefit of any individual.

Article II—DOCTRINAL POSITION

(1) The deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.

(2) The substitutionary and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ for our sins

and the historical fact of his bodily resurrection.

(3) The presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the work of regeneration.

(4) The unique inspiration, integrity, and authority of the Bible, as the

Word of God.

(5) The consummation of the Kingdom in the “glorious appearing of the

great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.”

Article III—MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The membership of the Affiliation shall consist of four classes,

as follows:

(a) A Fellow shall be one who is actively interested in the aims

and objects of the Affiliation and shall be one who is accepted
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as a scientist in his own particular branch of learning by virtue

of his academic standing, or by fellowship or membership in

other learned societies in his particular field, or by certification

or licensing by the governing body or college of the field of

science in which he is engaged. Fellows shall be entitled to all

the rights and privileges of the Affiliation, and shall receive copies

of all the publications of the Affiliation.

(b) A Member shall be one who is actively interested in the aims

and objects of the Affiliation and shall be one who holds a degree

from an accredited university or college in one of the natural or

social sciences. Members shall be entitled to all the rights and

privileges of the Affiliation except those of voting and holding

office, and shall receive copies of all the publications of the

Affiliation approved by the Council for such distribution.

(c) An Associate shall be one who is actively interested in the

aims and objects of the Affiliation and shall be one who is

an undergraduate in an accredited university or college who is

majoring in one of the natural or social sciences. Associates shall

be entitled to attend the meetings of the Affiliation and shall be

entitled to receive the publications of the Affiliation approved

by the Council for such distribution.

(d) Honorary Fellows. An Honorary Fellow shall be one who is

actively interested in the aims and objects of the Affiliation and

shall be one whose qualifications would be such as to enable

him to serve the Affiliation in the fields of biblical exegesis,

oriental languages, etc.

Section 2. All Fellows, Members, Associates, and Honorary Fellows of the

Affiliation shall subscribe to the doctrinal basis of faith.

Section 3. Any person who fulfils the qualifications set forth in this article

may be elected a Member or Associate or Honorary Fellow by the

Fellows of the Affiliation upon the recommendation of the Executive

Council. Fellows may be elected from among the Members upon

the recommendation of the Executive Council after having served

as a Member of the Affiliation for at least one year.

Article IV—EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND OFFICERS

Section 1. The affairs of the Affiliation shall be governed by an Executive

Council composed of five members, one of whom shall be elected

each year at the annual meeting of the Affiliation by the Fellows

and only the Fellows of the Affiliation shall be eligible for election

to the Executive Council.
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Section 2. Each member of the Executive Council shall be elected for a term

of five years. Each year one member shall retire from the Council

and one member shall be elected.

Section 3. Where a member of the Executive Council resigns or expires before

the end of his term of office, the vacancy shall be filled at the next

annual meeting of the Affiliation by election as above.

Section 4. Previous to the annual meeting, the President shall appoint a nominating

committee of at least three Fellows who shall nominate one or more

Fellows to fill the vacancy or vacancies. Other nominations may be

made by any Fellow of the Affiliation in writing at any time prior

to the annual meeting.

Section 5. The officers of the Affiliation shall be elected by the Executive Council

from its own ranks and shall consist of a President, a Vice President,

and a Secretary-Treasurer. The term of office shall be for one year.

The President shall be ex-officio chairman of the Council.

Section 6. The Editor of the Affiliation shall be appointed annually by the

Executive Council and he shall be ex-officio, a member of the

Executive Council without voting power during his term of office.

Section 7. The President shall be the presiding officer at all meetings of

the Executive Council and of the Affiliation. He shall be an ex-officio

member of every committee. The Vice President shall assume the

duties of the President in case of absence or incapability on the part

of the President.

Section 8. The Executive Council shall submit a written report to the membership

at the annual meeting covering the activities and finances of the

Affiliation during their term of office.

Section 9. Three members of the Executive Council shall constitute a quorum.

Section 10.The Secretary-Treasurer shall be responsible for the correspondence

and all records of the Affiliation and for keeping the minutes

and proceedings of meetings of the Executive Council and of the

Affiliation. Under the control of the Executive Council, he shall

have general supervision of the financial affairs of the Affiliation

by a competent auditor appointed by the Executive Council.

Section 11.The fiscal year of the Affiliation shall be from one annual meeting

to another.

Article V—MEETINGS

Section 1. The Affiliation shall hold an annual meeting and convention at a time

and place to the designated by the Executive Council. In addition
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to this convention, the Executive Council may use its influence

to stimulate and encourage the holding of local meetings where

membership concentrations make such meetings possible and

desirable.

Article VI—AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed by means of a

resolution of the Executive Council or by means of a petition signed

by 20% or more of the Fellows.

Section 2. Ballots for any constitutional amendment shall be mailed to the

Fellows at least two months before the date appointed for counting

the ballots, which date shall be stated on the ballots. If the total vote

be at least one-third of the number of Fellows and two-thirds of the

votes cast are favorable, the proposed amendment shall be adopted.

Section 3. Amendments to the bylaws may be enacted at any annual meeting

of the Affiliation by a majority vote of the Fellows.

Bylaws

(1) The annual fees for Fellows shall be $10; for members, $5; and for

Associates and Honorary Fellows, $3.
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Proposed Constitution for the ASA, 4th Draft

Article I—NAME AND OBJECTS

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be The American Scientific

Affiliation, Incorporated.

Section 2. The objects of the Affiliation shall be

(1) To investigate the philosophy and findings of science as they are

related to Christianity and the Holy Scriptures.

(2) To disseminate the results of such studies to both the Christian

and secular worlds.

Section 3. The Affiliation shall be a nonprofit organization within the meaning

of the law.

Article II—DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

Section 1. The members of the Affiliation shall subscribe to the following

doctrinal statements:

(1) The Holy Scriptures are the inspired Word of God, the only

unerring guide of faith and conduct.

(2) Jesus Christ is the Son of God and through his Atonement is

the one and only Mediator between God and man.

Article III—MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. There shall be four classes of membership in the Affiliation, as follows:

(1) A Fellow shall be one who is actively interested in the objects

of the Affiliation and who is currently engaged in scientific work.

A Fellow must hold a doctorate degree or its equivalent in one

of the natural or social sciences.

(2) A Member shall be one who is actively interested in the objects

of the Affiliation and who holds a degree from a university or

college in one of the natural or social sciences and who is currently

engaged in scientific work.

(3) An Associate shall be one who is actively interested in the objects

of the Affiliation. Associates shall be entitled to all of the rights

and privileges of the Affiliation except those of voting and

holding office.

(4) An Honorary Fellow shall be one who in the opinion of the

Executive Council has made a significant contribution in

promoting the objects of the Affiliation. Honorary Fellows shall

be entitled to all the rights and privileges of the Affiliation

except those of voting and holding office.
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Article IV—EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Section 1. The affairs of the Affiliation shall be governed by an Executive

Council elected by the Fellows and Members.

Section 2. The officers of the Affiliation shall be elected by the Executive Council

from its own ranks and shall consist of a President, a Vice President,

and a Secretary-Treasurer.

Article V—AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed by means of

a resolution of the Executive Council or by means of a petition signed

by five per cent of the total number of Fellows and Members.

Section 2. Ballots for any constitutional amendment shall be mailed to the

Fellows and Members at least two months before the date appointed

for counting the ballots, which date shall be stated on the ballots.

If the total vote be at least one-third of the number of Fellows and

Members and two-thirds of the votes cast are favorable, the proposed

amendment shall be adopted.

Bylaws

Section 1. Membership

(a) Fellow: Any Member who has shown active participation in

the affairs of the Affiliation and who fulfills the necessary

requirements may be elected to the grade of Fellow by the body of

Fellows upon recommendation of the Executive Council. At least

20% of the Fellows must vote favorably for the candidate.

(b) Member: A Member may be elected by the Executive Council upon

receipt of a signed application form and on the recommendation

of a Fellow or Member.

(c) Associate: An Associate shall be elected in the same manner

as a Member.

(d) Honorary Fellow: Any person may be elected an Honorary Fellow

by the Executive Council.

(e) Each applicant for the grade of Member or Associate must

complete an application form, giving the necessary biographical

data together with a signed doctrinal statement.

Section 2. Executive Council and Officers

(a) The Executive Council shall consist of five members, one of

whom shall be elected each year by the Fellows and Members
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for a term of five years. Only Fellows shall be eligible for

election to the Executive Council. Each year one member shall

retire from the Council and one member shall be elected.

(b) Previous to the annual meeting, the President shall appoint

a nominating committee of at least three Fellows who shall

nominate one or more Fellows to fill the vacancy or vacancies.

The nominating committee shall report to the President at least

30 days prior to the annual meeting. Other nominations may be

made by any Fellow or Member in writing at any time prior to

the election.

(c) If a member of the Executive Council resigns or dies before

the end of his term of office, the vacancy shall be filled as in

subsection “a.”

(d) The officers of the Affiliation shall be elected by the Executive

Council from its own ranks and shall consist of a President,

a Vice President, and a Secretary-Treasurer. The term of office

shall be for one year.

(e) Three members of the Executive Council shall constitute a quorum.

(f) The President shall be the presiding officer at all meetings

of the Executive Council and at all business meetings of the

Affiliation. He shall be ex-officio a member of every committee.

The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in

case of absence or incapacity on the part of the President.

(g) The Secretary-Treasurer shall be responsible for the correspon-

dence and all records of the Affiliation and for keeping the

minutes and proceedings of all meetings of the Executive Council

and of the Affiliation. Under the control of the Executive Council,

he shall have general supervision of the financial affairs of the

Affiliation.

(h) The Editor of the Affiliation shall be appointed annually by the

Executive Council and he shall be ex-officio, a member of the

Executive Council but without voting power during his term

of office. The Editor shall be responsible for preparing and

publishing at least four issues of the Journal per year, and he will

have general supervision of all publications of the Affiliation

which are authorized by the Executive Council.

(i) An audit of the books shall be made each year by a competent

auditor appointed by the Executive Council and the auditor’s

report shall be submitted to the Affiliation.

(j) The Executive Council shall submit a report to the membership

at the annual meeting covering the activities and finances of the

Affiliation during the past year.
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(k) A complete history of any amendments to the constitution or

bylaws shall be kept in the files of the Affiliation by the Secretary-

Treasurer.

Section 3. Meetings

(a) The Affiliation shall hold an annual meeting and convention

at a time and place to be designated by the Executive Council.

In addition to this convention, the Executive Council shall use

its influence to stimulate and encourage the holding of local

meetings where membership groups make such meeting possible

and desirable.

(b) The Executive Council shall hold at least one meeting each year.

(c) The fiscal year shall correspond with the calendar year.

Section 4. Local Sections

(a) A petition for the formation of a local section shall be signed

by not fewer than ten (10) Fellows or Members. The Executive

Council upon receipt of a petition to form a local section may

authorize its formation.

(b) Section Secretaries shall forward to the Secretary-Treasurer of

the Affiliation a report of each meeting and at the end of each

fiscal year, a financial report for that fiscal year.

(c) The ASA may contribute to each section up to one dollar ($1.00)

a year for each member toward local expenses.

Section 5. Dues and Membership Records

(a) The annual fees for Fellows shall be $10; for Members, $5; and for

Associates, $3. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be responsible for

billing the membership for the ensuing calendar year. Fellows or

Members who are missionaries shall not be required to pay dues.

(b) At the same time, the Secretary-Treasurer shall include a form

requesting information as to change of address or employment

status, awards, degrees, etc., as well as a list of papers published

during the previous year by all the membership. This information

shall be used to keep the membership files up to date.

Section 6. Amendments

Amendments to the bylaws may be proposed at any annual meeting

of the Affiliation by a majority vote of the Fellows and Members in

attendance, or by means of a resolution of the Executive Council.

Ballots for any amendments to the bylaws shall be mailed to the

Fellows and Members at least two months before the date appointed

for counting of ballots, which date shall be stated on the ballots.

If the total vote is at least one-third of the number of Fellows and

Members and a majority of the ballots received are favorable, the

proposed amendment shall be adopted.
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Revised 1969

Approved: 6 January 1970

Constitution of the ASA

Article I—NAME AND OBJECTIVES

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be The American Scientific

Affiliation, Incorporated.

Section 2. The objectives of the Affiliation shall be

(1) To investigate any area relating Christian faith and science.

(2) To make known the results of such investigations for comment

and criticism by the Christian community and by the scientific

community.

Section 3. The Affiliation shall be a nonprofit organization within the meaning

of the law.

Article II—DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

Section 1. The members of the Affiliation shall subscribe to the following

doctrinal statements:

(1) The Holy Scriptures are the inspired Word of God, the only

unerring guide of faith and conduct.

(2) Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who through his Atonement is

the one and only Mediator between God and man.

(3) God is the Creator of the physical universe, and he has made it

to function according to certain laws which are the legitimate

subject of man’s studies and investigations. The scientific

approach is capable of giving reliable information about the

natural world.

Article III—MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The members of the Affiliation are men and women who have made

a personal commitment of themselves and their lives to Jesus Christ

as Lord and Savior, and who subscribe to the Doctrinal Statement of

the Affiliation, and who pledge themselves to support the Objectives

of the Affiliation in Article I.

Section 2. There shall be five classes of membership in the Affiliation, as follows:

(a) A Member may be elected to be a Fellow providing he is actively

interested in the objectives of the Affiliation and is currently

engaged in scientific or related work. A Fellow must hold a

doctorate degree or its equivalent in science or philosophy.
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(b) A person may be elected to be a Member providing he is actively

interested in the objectives of the Affiliation and is currently

engaged in scientific or related work. A Member must hold a

baccalaureate degree in science or philosophy.

(c) A person may be elected to be an Associate providing he is actively

interested in the objectives of the Affiliation. Associates shall be

entitled to all of the rights and privileges of the Affiliation except

those of voting and holding office.

(d) An Emeritus shall be either a Fellow or Member who has

contributed regularly to the support and objectives of the

Affiliation, but who finds himself by reason of age, unable to

continue in active membership. Emeriti shall be entitled to all

the rights and privileges of the Affiliation except those of voting

and holding office.

(e) An Honorary Fellow shall be anyone, a Fellow, a Member, or

a nonmember, who, in the opinion of the Executive Council,

has made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of the

objectives of the Affiliation. A Fellow or Member of the Affiliation

may be elected an Honorary Fellow at any time, and election to

Honorary Fellow does not alter the rights and privileges of such

members. A nonmember who is elected Honorary Fellow shall

be entitled to all the rights and privileges of the Affiliation except

those of voting and holding office.

Article IV—EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Section 1. The affairs of the Affiliation shall be governed by an Executive

Council elected by the Fellows and Members.

Section 2. The officers of the Affiliation shall be elected by the Executive

Council from its own ranks and shall consist of a President, a Vice

President, and a Secretary-Treasurer.

Article V—AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Amendments to the Constitution may be proposed by means of

a resolution of the Executive Council or by means of a petition signed

by five per cent of the total number of Fellows and Members.

Section 2. Ballots for any constitutional amendment shall be mailed to the

Fellows and Members at least two months before the date appointed

for counting the ballots, which date shall be stated on the ballots.

If the total vote be at least one-third of the number of Fellows and

Members and two-thirds of the votes cast are favorable, the proposed

amendment shall be adopted.
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Bylaws
Section 1. Membership

(a) Fellow: Any Member who has shown active participation in

the affairs of the Affiliation and who fulfills the necessary

requirements may be elected to the grade of Fellow by the body

of Fellows upon recommendation of the Executive Council.

At least 20% of Fellows must vote favorably for the candidate.

(b) Member: A Member may be elected by the Executive Council

upon receipt of a signed application form and on the

recommendation of a Fellow or Member.

(c) Associate: An Associate shall be elected in the same manner as

a Member.

(d) Emeritus Fellow or Member: Any Fellow or Member may be

elected an Emeritus Fellow or Emeritus Member by the Executive

Council.

(e) Honorary Fellow: Any person may be elected an Honorary Fellow

by the Executive Council.

(f) Each applicant for the grade of Member or Associate must

complete an application form, giving the necessary biographical

data together with a signed doctrinal statement.

Section 2. Executive Council and Officers

(a) The Executive Council shall consist of five members, one of

whom shall be elected each year by the Fellows and Members

for a term of five years. Only Fellows shall be eligible for

election to the Executive Council. Each year one member shall

retire from the Council and one member shall be elected.

(b) Previous to the annual meeting, the President shall appoint a

nominating committee of at least three Fellows who shall nominate

one or more Fellows to fill the vacancy or vacancies. The

nominating committee shall report to the President at least 30 days

prior to the annual meeting. Other nominations may be made by

any Fellow or Member in writing at any time prior to the election.

(c) If a member of the Executive Council resigns or dies before

the end of his term of office, the vacancy shall be filled as in

subsection “b.”

(d) The officers of the Affiliation shall be elected by the Executive

Council from its own ranks and shall consist of a President,

a Vice President, and a Secretary-Treasurer. The term of office

shall be for one year.

(e) Three members of the Executive Council shall constitute a quorum.

(f) The President shall be the presiding officer at all meetings

of the Executive Council and at all business meetings of the

Affiliation. He shall appoint Committees or Commissions as
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required. He shall be an ex-officio member of every committee or

commission. The Vice President shall assume the duties of

the President in case of absence or incapacity on the part of the

President.

(g) The Secretary-Treasurer shall be responsible for keeping the

minutes and proceedings of all meetings of the Executive Council

and of the Affiliation. Under the control of the Executive Council,

he shall have general supervision of the financial affairs of the

Affiliation.

(h) The Secretary-Treasurer shall submit a report to the membership

at the annual meeting covering the activities and finances of the

Affiliation during the past year.

(i) A complete history of any amendments to the Constitution or

Bylaws shall be kept in the files of the Affiliation at the home

office. A record of any amendments to the Constitution or Bylaws

made during the year shall be submitted by the Secretary-Treasurer

to the Home Office of the Affiliation.

(j) An audit of the books shall be made each year by a competent

auditor appointed by the Executive Council and the auditor’s

report shall be submitted to the Affiliation.

(k) The Executive Council shall appoint an Executive Secretary for

an indefinite period. The appointment is subject to review each

year. The Executive Secretary shall be an ex-officio member of

the Executive Council but without voting power.

(l) The Executive Secretary, under the direction of the Executive

Council, shall have the duties, responsibilities, and authority to:

(1) Establish the Home Office.

(2) Employ an office secretary (or secretaries).

(3) Conduct elections, in accordance with the ASA Constitution, of

(a) Officers of the Executive Council

(b) Fellows to the Executive Council

(c) Membership to Fellows, Honorary Fellows, or Emeritus

Fellows

(4) Process applications for ASA Membership.

(5) Keep Membership files updated, and periodically provide

a Membership Directory.

(6) Mail dues notices, and notices of meetings and conventions.

(7) Arrange for mailings: Journal, Newsletter, etc.

(8) Conduct routine correspondence for the ASA.

(9) Maintain archives of important ASA records such as:

(a) Minutes and proceedings of all meetings of the Executive

Council and of the Affiliation as supplied by the Secretary-

Treasurer.
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(b) Membership lists and data.

(c) Important ASA correspondence.

(d) Data on ASA Annual Conventions.

(e) Reports of Boards, Commissions, and Committees.

(f) Maintain a complete file of all ASA publications.

(10) Provide information as needed for the Executive Council.

(11) Assist in the formation of Local Sections, and maintain liaison

with each Local Section.

(12) Maintain updated lists of officers for all Local Sections.

(13) Serve as General Chairman of the ASA Annual Convention.

Provide liaison between the Executive Council, Program

Committee, and Local Arrangements Committee. Provide for

publicity and local news media coverage at the conventions.

(14) Provide liaison between the Executive Council and all working

groups of the membership such as Boards, Commissions,

Committees, and Local Sections.

(15) Maintain for distribution a supply of ASA Journal issues,

Monographs, books, and such other publications as considered

desirable by the Executive Council.

(16) Promote contacts and liaison with other organizations which

have similar purpose and interests to that of ASA.

(17) Such other duties and activities as are required for the

furtherance of the work and objectives of the ASA.

(m) The editors of the Affiliation shall be the Editor of the Journal,

the Managing Editor of the Journal, and the Editor of the

Newsletter. Each shall be appointed by the Executive Council

for an indefinite period. The appointments are subject to review

each year, but each may be brought up for review at any time

by the appropriate board or the Council, at its own discretion

or at the request of the person involved.

(n) The Editor of the Journal shall be responsible for preparing and

publishing at least four issues of the journal per year. He shall

be an ex-officio member of the Executive Council but without

voting power.

(o) The Editor of the Newsletter shall be responsible for preparing

and publishing at least six issues of the newsletter per year.

He shall be an ex-officio member of the Executive Council but

without voting power.

Section 3. Meetings

(a) The Affiliation shall hold an annual meeting and convention

at a time and place to be designated by the Executive Council.

In addition to this convention, the Executive Council shall use

its influence to stimulate and encourage the holding of local
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meetings where membership groups make such meeting possible

and desirable.

(b) The Executive Council shall hold at least one meeting each year.

(c) The fiscal year shall correspond with the calendar year.

Section 4. Local Sections

(a) A petition for the formation of a local section shall be signed

by not fewer than ten (10) Fellows or Members. The Executive

Council upon receipt of a petition to form a local section may

authorize its formation.

(b) Local Section Secretaries shall forward to the Secretary-Treasurer

of the Affiliation a report of each meeting and at the end of each

fiscal year, a financial report for that fiscal year. The Executive

Secretary will prepare a summary report of local section financial

activities for submission to the Secretary-Treasurer of the

Affiliation.

(c) The ASA may contribute to each section up to one dollar ($1.00)

a year for each member toward local expenses.

Section 5. Dues and Membership Records

(a) The annual fees for Fellows shall be $12; for Members, $10; and

for Associates, $7, except that the fee for full-time students shall

be $3. The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for billing the

membership for the ensuing calendar year. Fellows, Members or

Associates who are missionaries shall not be required to pay dues.

(b) Any member or organization contributing $25 will be designated

“sustaining” and those contributing $100 will be designated

“patron.” These amounts cover both dues and contributions.

(c) Along with the annual dues notice, the Executive Secretary shall

include a form, requesting information from all the membership

as to change of address or employment status, awards, degrees, etc.

as well as a list of papers published during the previous year.

This information shall be used to keep the membership files

up to date.

Section 6. Amendments

Amendments to the bylaws may be proposed at any annual meeting

of the Affiliation by a majority vote of the Fellows and Members in

attendance, or by means of a resolution of the Executive Council.

Ballots for any amendments to the bylaws shall be mailed to the

Fellows and Members at least two months before the date appointed

for counting of ballots, which date shall be stated on the ballots.

If the total vote is at least one-third of the number of Fellows and

Members and a majority of the ballots received are favorable, the

proposed amendment shall be adopted.
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American Scientific Affiliation
Executive Council Rotation

1941–1985

Van Haitsma, John P . . . . . . . . 1941–1942

Cowperthwaite, Irving A . . . . . . . 1941–1943

Sturgis, Russell D . . . . . . . . . . 1941–1944

Stoner, Peter W . . . . . . . . . . . 1941–1945

Everest, F. Alton . . . . . . . . . . . 1941–1946

Barnes, Marion D . . . . . . . . . . 1943–1947

Monsma, Edwin Y . . . . . . . . . . 1944–1948

Mixter, Russell L . . . . . . . . . . . 1945–1949

MacRae, Allan A . . . . . . . . . . . 1946–1950

Everest, F. Alton . . . . . . . . . . . 1947–1951

Voskuyl, Roger J . . . . . . . . . . . 1948–1952

Kulp, J. Laurence . . . . . . . . . . 1949–1953

Mixter, Russell L . . . . . . . . . . . 1950–1954

Hartzler, H. Harold . . . . . . . . . . 1951–1955

Sutherland, Brian P . . . . . . . . . 1952–1956

Eggenberger, Delbert N . . . . . . . 1953–1957

Oorthuys, Hendrik J . . . . . . . . . 1954–1958

Howitt, John R . . . . . . . . . . . . 1955–1959

Hartzler, H. Harold . . . . . . . . . . 1956–1960

Bullock, Wilbur L . . . . . . . . . . . 1957–1961

Hearn, Walter R . . . . . . . . . . . 1958–1962

Weaver, Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . 1959–1963

Cassel, J. Frank . . . . . . . . . . . 1960–1964

Anderson, V. Elving . . . . . . . . . 1961–1965

Knudsen, Robert D . . . . . . . . . 1962–1966

Fischer, Robert B . . . . . . . . . . 1963–1967

Bube, Richard H . . . . . . . . . . . 1964–1968

Ault, Wayne U . . . . . . . . . . . . 1965–1969

Freed, Virgil F . . . . . . . . . . . . 1966–1970
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Hatfield, Charles . . . . . . . . . . . 1967–1971

Schweitzer, George K. resigned

Boardman, Donald C. appointed . . 1968–1972

McIntyre, John A . . . . . . . . . . . 1969–1973

Collins, Gary R . . . . . . . . . . . . 1970–1974

Willis, David L . . . . . . . . . . . . 1971–1975

Stipe, Claude E . . . . . . . . . . . 1972–1976

Haas, John W., Jr . . . . . . . . . . 1973–1977

Carpenter, Dewey K . . . . . . . . . 1974–1978

Buswell, James O., III . . . . . . . . 1975–1979

Claassen, Howard . . . . . . . . . . 1976–1980

Weiss, A. Kurt . . . . . . . . . . . . 1977–1981

Herrmann, Robert L . . . . . . . . . 1978–1981 (to Executive Director)

Willis, David L . . . . . . . . . . . . 1982

Lee, Chi-Hang . . . . . . . . . . . . 1979–1983

Yamauchi, Edwin M . . . . . . . . . 1980–1984

Munro, Donald W . . . . . . . . . . 1981–1985

Heddendorf, Russell . . . . . . . . . 1982–1986

Hunt, Ann H . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1983–1987

Olson, Edwin A. . . . . . . . . . . . 1984–1988

Hummel, Charles E . . . . . . . . . 1985–1989
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American Scientific Affiliation Officers
1941–1985

Year President Vice President
Secretary/

Secretary-Treasurer

1941 Everest — —

1942 Everest — Cowperthwaite

1943 Everest — Cowperthwaite

1944 Everest Monsma Barnes

1945 Everest Monsma Barnes

1946 Everest MacRae Barnes

1947 Everest MacRae Barnes

1948 Everest MacRae Barnes

1949 Everest MacRae Mixter

1950 Everest Voskuyl Mixter

1951 Mixter Voskuyl Hartzler

1952 Mixter Kulp Hartzler

1953 Mixter Sutherland Hartzler

1954 Mixter Sutherland Hartzler

1955 Hartzler Sutherland Oorthuys

1956 Hartzler Sutherland Oorthuys

1957 Hartzler Bullock Oorthuys

1958 Hartzler Bullock Oorthuys

1959 Hartzler Bullock Hearn

1960 Hartzler Weaver Hearn

1961 Cassel Weaver Hearn

1962 Weaver Hearn Anderson

1963 Anderson Cassel Knudsen

1964 Anderson Cassel Knudsen

1965 Anderson Fischer Knudsen
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Year President Vice President
Secretary/

Secretary-Treasurer

1966 Fischer Ault Knudsen

1967 Fischer Bube Freed

1968 Bube Hatfield Freed

1969 Hatfield Ault Boardman

1970 Hatfield Boardman McIntyre

1971 Boardman McIntyre Kreider

1972 Boardman McIntyre Willis

1973 McIntyre Collins Stipe

1974 Collins Willis Haas

1975 Willis Haas Carpenter

1976 Stipe Haas Buswell

1977 Haas Carpenter Claassen

1978 Buswell Carpenter Weiss

1979 Weiss Claassen Herrmann

1980 Weiss Herrmann Lee

1981 Herrmann Lee Yamauchi

1982 Lee Yamauchi Munro

1983 Yamauchi Munro Heddendorf

1984 Munro Heddendorf Hunt

1985 Heddendorf Hunt Olson
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Modern Science and Christian Faith Review, HIS Magazine (1949) Appendix 14
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James Kraakevik (ASA member), “The Christian Intellectual,” Wheaton Alumni, October 1968 Appendix 19
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American Scientific Affiliation Membership
1941–1985

Year Members Assoc. Fellows Others Total Source

1941 5 5 Orig. Council

1943 34 34 Dir. Nov. 1943

1944 43 43 Dir. Aug. 1944

1948 73 73 Dir. Aug. 1948

1949 94 94 Dir. 27 May 49

1950 134 134 Dir. Nov. 1950

1951 206 206 Dir. 15 Aug 51

1952 310 310 Dir. Apr. 1952

1953 498 36 534 Dir. 1 Dec 53

1956 694 Suppl. JASA 8, 4

1961 603 121 82 806 Dir. Nov. 1943

1963 909 180 83 8 1,172 News:5, 3 May 63

1964 953 225 94 8 1,276 News:8, 3 Aug 64

1965 1,029 205 104 2 1,339 Dir. Feb. 1965

1966 1,129 210 119 8 1,461

1967 1,239 244 120 8 1,603 News:9, 4 Nov 67

1968 1,235 252 135 8 1,622 News:10, 2 Apr 68

1972 1,341 229 133 6 1,706 Dir. Apr. 1972

1973 1,929 Ex. Council 8/74

1974 2,169 Dir. 1 Aug 74

1975 2,401 Ex. Council 3/75

1976 1,764 529 1153 2,446 Ex. Council 3/76

1977 2,683 Ex. Council 11/77

1978 1,946 580 170 2,696 Ex. Council 3/78

1979 ***FIRE***

1981 1,272 500 175 2,571 Ex. Council 12/81

1983 1,383 306 187 637 2,506* Dir. 1983

1985 1,290 218 194 402 2,100* Dir. 1985

*includes CSCA
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Number of Local Section Meetings, 1960–1984 Appendix 22

Section

1960–
1964

1965–
1969

1970–
1974

1975–
1979

1980–
1984

California,

Los Angeles 9 13 4 — 1

San Francisco 2 5 20 18 18

San Diego — 1 1 3 7

Central — — 1 1 —

Chicago 2 — — 2 —

Delaware,

Northern 2 — — 2 —

Valley — — — 2 —

Gulf-Southwest: (Southwestern) — — 3 1 —

Indiana 3 3 3 6 1

Michigan: (Grand Rapids) 2 3 3 2 3

(Western)

(Western Lower)

New York,

Western 4 7 9 4 —

Metropolitan 4 8 11 7 9

North Carolina — — 2 — —

North Central 10 6 4 1 —

New England: (Northeastern) 5 5 3 2 2

Oregon — 1 9 5 1

Pennsylvania, Central — 2 — — —

Washington–Baltimore 3 1 — 8 10

Totals 46 58 79 64 57

Avg/yr 9.2 11.6 15.8 12.8 11.4

NUMBER OF LOCAL SECTION MEETINGS

1960–1984
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Subject

1960–
1964

1965–
1969

1970–
1974

1975–
1979

1980–
1984

Anthropology 2 1 3 3 —

Apologetics 2 3 2 1 1

Archeology 2 5 20 18 18

Astronomy 1 4 1 3 1

Biology 6 2 2 — —

Chem-Biochem 1 7 7 6 21

Cosmology/Cosmogony — — — 1 5

Creation/Evolution 14 8 12 12 4

Devotional 4 7 4 6 1

Education 7 4 5 — 5

Environment — 7 22 6 2

Ethics 6 5 5 4 4

Exegesis/Biblical 4 6 3 9 2

Geology 3 — 2 — 2

Linguistics 1 1 — — —

Mathematics 3 1 — — —

Medicine 1 3 4 4 8

Missions 7 3 8 1 4

ASA Affairs 1 6 8 6 4

Origins 3 3 2 2 2

Paleontology — — — — —

Philosophy 5 4 13 1 3

Physics 4 5 1 6 5

Science 5 10 10 5 10

Social Sciences 23 30 29 30 13

Theology 6 11 10 4 7

Arts — 1 3 1 —

Totals 113 134 156 113 106

SUBJECT CATEGORIES OF

LOCAL SECTION MEETINGS

1960–1984



Conventions of the
American Scientific Affiliation

# Year Date Venue

1 1946 28–30 Aug Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL

2 1947 27–29 Aug Taylor University, Upland, IN

3 1948 1–3 Sept Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI

4 1949 22–26 Aug Bible Institute of Los Angeles, CA

5 1950 29 Aug–1 Sept Goshen College, Goshen, IN

6 1951 28–31 Aug Shelton College, New York, NY

7 1952 26–29 Aug Wheaton College Science Station, Rapid City, SD

8 1953 1–3 Sept Grace Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, IN

9 1954 24–27 Aug Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, VA

1955 21–24 June Joint ASA/ETS Grace Theological Seminary

10 1955 23–26 Aug Star Ranch, Colorado Springs, CO

11 1956 21–24 Aug Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL

12 1957 27–30 Aug Gordon College, Beverly Farms, MA

13 1958 26–28 Aug Iowa State University, Iowa City, IA

14 1959 9–12 June Joint ASA/ETS, Trinity College and Seminary, Chicago, IL

15 1960 22–26 Aug Seattle Pacific College, Seattle, WA

1961 14–16 June Joint ASA/ETS, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL

16 1961 21–25 Aug Houghton College, Houghton, NY

17 1962 21–24 Aug Bethel College, St. Paul, MN

1963 19–21 June Joint ASA/ETS, Asbury College, Wilmore, KY

18 1963 19–23 Aug Westmont College, Santa Barbara, CA

19 1964 24–27 Aug John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AK

1965 17–26 July
International Conference on Science and Christian Faith,
sponsored by Research Scientists’ Christian Fellowship,
Regents Park College, Oxford University

20 1965 23–27 Aug Joint IVCF/ASA, The King’s College, Briarcliff Manor, NY

21 1966 22–26 Aug North Park College, Chicago, IL

22 1967 28–31 Aug Stanford University, Stanford, CA

1968 16–28 June ASA/ETS Biennial, Jerusalem, Israel

23 1968 20–23 Aug Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI
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# Year Date Venue

24 1969 18–21 Aug Gordon College, Wenham, MA

25 1970 17–20 Aug Bethel College, St. Paul, MN

26 1971 17–24 Aug Whitworth College, Spokane, WA

27 1972 21–24 Aug York University, Downsview, Ontario

28 1973 20–23 Aug Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA

29 1974 19–22 Aug Bethany Nazarene College, Bethany, OK

30 1975 15–18 Aug Univ. of California, San Diego, CA

31 1976 20–23 Aug Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL

32 1977 12–15 Aug Nyack College, Nyack, NY

33 1978 11–14 Aug Hope College, Holland, MI

34 1979 10–13 Aug Stanford University, Stanford, CA

35 1980 8–11 Aug Taylor University, Upland, IN

36 1981 14–17 Aug Eastern College, St. Davids, PA

37 1982 13–16 Aug Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI

38 1983 5–8 Aug George Fox College, Newberg, OR

39 1984 3–6 Aug Miami University, Oxford, OH

40 1985 26–29 July
International Conference, “Christian Faith and Science in
Society,” jointly with Research Scientists’ Christian
Fellowship, St. Catherine’s College, ? Oxford University

154

Appendix 24 List of Conventions of the ASA, 1946–1985



155

Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946 Appendix 25



156

Appendix 25 Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946



157

Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946 Appendix 25



158

Appendix 25 Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946



159

Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946 Appendix 25



160

Appendix 25 Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946



161

Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946 Appendix 25



162

Appendix 25 Program of the First ASA Convention, Wheaton College, 1946



163

Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947 Appendix 26



164

Appendix 26 Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947



165

Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947 Appendix 26



166

Appendix 26 Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947



167

Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947 Appendix 26



168

Appendix 26 Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947



169

Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947 Appendix 26



170

Appendix 26 Program of the Second ASA Convention, Taylor University, 1947



171

Program of the Third ASA Convention, Calvin College, 1948 Appendix 27



172

Appendix 27 Program of the Third ASA Convention, Calvin College, 1948



173

Program of the Third ASA Convention, Calvin College, 1948 Appendix 27



174

Appendix 27 Program of the Third ASA Convention, Calvin College, 1948



175
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Subject Categories of ASA Conventions, 1946–1984 Appendix 29

Subject
1946–
1949

1950–
1954

1955–
1959

1960–
1964

1965–
1969

1970–
1974

1975–
1979

1980–
1984

Anthropology 2 4 2 1 2 1 6 3

Apologetics 3 1 — 1 1 2 — —

Archeology 6 — 2 — — — — 1

Astronomy 1 — 2 — — — — 5

Biology 3 13 12 6 2 — 3 5

Chem/Biochem 1 — 1 3 2 3 3 5

Cosmology/Cosmogony — 2 5 1 2 — 1 3

Creation/Evolution 8 7 4 3 3 5 8 20

Devotional 3 4 1 — 2 2 4 3

Education 2 4 4 4 3 2 1 10

Environment — 3 1 1 4 9 37 12

Ethics — — 1 1 — 1 3 1

Exegesis 5 12 3 — 5 1 9 8

Geology 3 8 4 6 — 15 — 3

Linguistics — — — — — — — —

Mathematics 3 1 3 — — 1 1 1

Medicine 6 — 4 — 1 1 3 4

Missions 2 1 1 — 3 1 2 —

ASA Affairs 1 3 2 2 7 1 3 5

Origins — 3 3 1 1 2 1 3

Paleontology 2 4 2 2 — 2 3 2

Philosophy — 2 6 2 5 6 3 13

Physics 2 3 5 1 1 1 2 7

Science 4 5 2 6 5 5 13 9

Social Sciences 2 15 20 26 26 15 40 65

Theology 1 — 5 1 4 9 7 7

Arts — — — — — — — 2

Totals 60 95 95 68 79 85 153 197

(Data for 1957 unavailable)

SUBJECT CATEGORIES OF ASA CONVENTIONS

1946–1984
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Appendix 31 Contents page of Evolution and Christian Thought Today (1959), Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, MI

Evolution
and

Christian Thought Today



Journal Volumes

Subject 1–5 6–10 11–15 16–20 21–25 26–30 31–35

Anthropology 2 11 2 8 16 8 9

Apologetics 1 9 — 2 — 2 1

Archeology 3 8 4 3 — — —

Astronomy 2 — 1 3 2 — 2

Biology 6 12 12 5 2 3 4

Chem/Biochem — 5 2 — — 11 1

Cosmology/Cosmogony 1 3 — 2 11 1 1

Creation/Evolution 7 12 17 8 36* 21 22

Devotional — 1 8 9 8 19 9

Education 3 2 5 3 8 — 6

Environment — 1 — — 9 4 22

Ethics — — 6 1 — 5 3

Exegesis/Biblical 11 11 8 3 8 9 11

Geology 4 2 1 — — — —

Linguistics — 1 — 1 — — —

Mathematics 3 3 — 3 3 2 2

Medicine — — 2 2 — 2 3

ASA Affairs 2 7 6 6 3 1 19

Origins 1 1 2 — — — —

Paleontology 4 1 3 — 2 — —

Philosophy 5 13 7 11 3 6 11

Physics 7 1 2 1 — 4 4

Science 4 14 16 12 4 28 27

Social Sciences 13 41 51 30 72 91 77

Theology 3 8 4 4 5 1 6

Totals 82 167 159 117 192 219 241

Book Reviews 12 40 62 49 147 183 245

(*Bible-Science Symposium in Vol. 21)
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Appendix 33 “The Evolution of a Policy on Textbooks—Trimming Darwin’s Beard” by Robert B. Fischer
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