
  

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another in what you say and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 
united in mind and thought.  My brothers and 
sisters, some from Chloe’s household have 
informed me that there are quarrels among you.  
What I mean is this:  One of you says, “I follow 
Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow 
Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”



  

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were 
you baptized in the name of Paul?  I thank God that 
I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, so no one can say that you were baptized in 
my name.  (Yes, I also baptized the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I 
baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with 
wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power.

1 Cor 1:10-17 (NIV)



  

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you 
not acting like mere humans?  For when one says, 
“I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are 
you not mere human beings?



  

What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only 
servants, through whom you came to believe—as 
the Lord has assigned to each his task.  I planted 
the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 
making it grow.  So neither the one who plants nor 
the one who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow.  The one who plants and the 
one who waters have one purpose, and they will 
each be rewarded according to their own labor.  For 
we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 
field, God’s building.

1 Cor 3:3-9 (NIV)



  

For who makes you different from anyone else? 
What do you have that you did not receive? And if 
you did receive it, why do you boast as though you 
did not?

Already you have all you want!  Already you have 
become rich! You have begun to reign—and that 
without us!  How I wish that you really had begun to 
reign so that we also might reign with you!  For it 
seems to me that God has put us apostles on 
display at the end of the procession, like those 
condemned to die in the arena. We have been 
made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels 
as well as to human beings.



  

We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in 
Christ!  We are weak, but you are strong! You are 
honored, we are dishonored!  To this very hour we 
go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are 
brutally treated, we are homeless.  We work hard 
with our own hands.  When we are cursed, we 
bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when 
we are slandered, we answer kindly.  We have 
become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the 
world—right up to this moment.

1 Cor 4:7-13 (NIV)



  

● Are there ways in how we think and feel that 
shows we believe Christ is divided?

● Are there ways we do not believe we are mere 
servants?

● Are there ways we choose pride of wisdom 
instead of humility?  Do we imitate the apostles 
and Jesus and practice humility in an active 
way?


