


Thesis of the Book

Christians throughout history have 

believed that God reveals himself 

both through Scripture and nature. 

The metaphor of God’s two books is 

often used to represent these two 

revelations.



Thesis of the Book
The book of God’s words is the Bible;  

the book of God’s works is the 

physical world.

Taken together, God’s two books 

offer us a complementary picture of 

who created the world and how he 

created it.
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Fig 2-1. Ancient Understanding of the 
              Structure of the Universe
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Fig 2-1. Ancient Understanding of the 
              Structure of the Universe
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Fig 2-2. Parallel Panels in Genesis 1



Principle of 
Accommodation

The Bible is the Word of 

God written in the words of 

men &  

women during ancient 

times.
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Fig 2-6.  
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Embryology- 
Evolution 
Analogy

God uses 
natural 

processes 
to create!
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Fig 3-1. Gen 1 Parallel Panels



Chapter 4 

Intelligent Design & 
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Definition of 
Intelligent Design

BELIEF that beauty, 

complexity, and functionality 

in nature point toward an 

Intelligent Designer.
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Eagle Nebula

Sombrero Galaxy

Eye of God Nebula 

Psalm 19:1 
The heavens declare 

the glory of God; 
 and the skies proclaim 
  the work of his hands.
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Fig 4-1. Bacterial Flagellum
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Fig 5-2. Message-Incident Principle
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Fig 5-3. The 3-Tier Universe

The Bible is 

NOT 
a book Science
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Fig 6-1. Positions on Origins
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1564-1642

The Two Books 
Come from God
“For the Holy Scripture and 

nature derive equally from 
the Godhead, the former as 
the dictation of the Holy 
Spirit and the latter as the 
most obedient executrix of 
God’s orders.” Page 138



1564-1642

Cardinal Baronio 
Aphorism

“The intention of the 

Holy Spirit is to teach us 
how one goes to heaven, 

and     

NOT  how heaven 

goes.” Page 152



1564-1642

Cardinal Baronio 
Aphorism
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Recast for Today
The intention of 

Scripture is to teach us 
WHO  

the Creator is,  
and not HOW He 

created.
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1809-1882

“To my mind it accords 

better with what we 

know of the laws 

impressed on matter by 

the Creator …

Origin of Species 
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(1859)
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… that the production 
and extinction of the 

past and present species 

should be due to 

secondary causes like 
those determining 

birth and death.”

Embryology- 
Evolution Analogy



1809-1882

“It seems to me 

absurd to doubt that a 

man may be an 

ardent Theist and an 

evolutionist.”  

Letter to Fordyce
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(7 May 1879)



1809-1882

Recast for Today

It seems absurd to 
doubt that anyone 
may be an ardent 

born-again Christian 
and an 

evolutionary 
creationist.
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Letter to Fordyce
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Let the Students 

Speak!
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I think that the conflict between the 
Bible and modern science taught in 
Sunday school is part of the reason I 
lost my faith a long time ago. 

Maybe, if we had been taught 
principles of biblical interpretation in 
Sunday school, I would still have my 
faith today. 
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As I am now, being raised in a 
mostly literal interpretation of the 
opening chapters of the Bible, I am 
too critical of Christian faith, 
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and I don’t think  
I will return.
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