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1995:   A Swiss team discovers a planet – 51 Pegasi – 

48 light years from Earth. 

Artist's concept of an extrasolar planet (Greg Bacon, STScI) 
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Didier Queloz and Michel Mayor 



1126 planetary systems / 1811 planets / 466 multiple planet systems  
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Image NASA  

http://kepler.nasa.gov/images/Kepler69Diagram-sm-full.jpg
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Where is everybody? 



Home 

Star 



300,000,000 years 

10,000,000,000 years 



Weighing the 

evidence? 

Alone as intelligent 

life in the Galaxy 

Problem of 

communication 





Christian Huygens (1629-95) 

Richard Bentley (1662-1742) 



• Aristotle 

• Human status 

• Sin 

• Salvation 

 

• God is free to create 

• Extravagance  

• Relationship rather 

than place 

• Universality of laws 

• Observation 

 

‘You man of 

Galilee, why 

do stand you 

gazing up 

into heaven?’ 



The Religious Implications of 

Extraterrestrial Intelligence 

1.Evidence for Cosmic 

Design? 

‘If life is widespread in the universe, 

it gives us more, not less, reason to 

believe in cosmic design’ 

 



The Religious Implications of 

Extraterrestrial Intelligence 

1.Evidence for Cosmic 

Design? 

2.Contact problems for 

religion? 

‘long-lived extraterrestrials 

either never had, or have 

outgrown, organised religion’ 



The Religious Implications of 

Extraterrestrial Intelligence 

1.Evidence for Cosmic 

Design? 

2.Contact problems for 

religion? 

3.Is God an alien? 

 



The Religious Implications of 

Extraterrestrial Intelligence 

1.Evidence for Cosmic 

Design? 

2.Contact problems for 

religion? 

3.Is God an alien? 

4.Would it be the end for the 

Christian faith? 







The contribution of theology to 

SETI 

 Nature of ETI 

 Consequences of future contact 

 Encourage and affirm SETI 

 Ethical dimension 



‘Be not so positive’ 


