
Inquiry Model

The model that this project used focused on the use of
questions to help provoke interest among church leaders.  This
model was designed to be used with church leaders to process
a particular scientific controversy, though some questions do
lend themselves to the broader scientific arena as well.  The
questions can be split into three different types:

1) Biblical

What does the Bible say about specific scientific controversies?

How do we deal biblically with questions that aren’t clearly
answered in Scripture?

What about the questions that are addressed in Scripture and
appear to disagree with science?

2) Scientific

Who is behind the science that is considered controversial?

How established is the science in question? Or, Who in the
scientific community believes that the science being done is
“good science”?

3) Ecclesiological

How does this controversy connect to the life of the church?

How does science affect the issues that are affecting the
church?

What about the wider community?

It is important to note that this inquiry based method is not
designed with one answer in mind.  While the author
acknowledges that there can be some answers that are better
than others, the goal of this method is not to try to indoctrinate
church leaders with one particular view of science or certain
scientific controversies.  The goal is increase interest in the
realm of science, and by that, increase the desire to become
better educated about the sciences.
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Tips for Scientists
Dealing with Church Leaders’ Intimidation

One of the biggest issues with helping educate many church
leaders is their intimidation of the sciences.  For a good portion of
pastors interview for this project, the theme of “I was never good at
science in school” was quite prominent. Some possible ways of
overcoming this intimidation this is offer recourses, like those books
found below, that give many of the scientific basics in a way that does
not get caught up in equations.  Or, consider the exercise placed
practiced by forensic scientists, which is to communicate their
findings truthfully to a group with the scientific competency of an 8th

grader.

Increase Your Theological Competency
In addition to helping church leaders get a better understanding

of science, one effective way to helping with science education in the
church is for scientists to increase their own theological competency.
Just as an increased knowledge of science can help church leaders
gain a more holistic view of their world, an increased knowledge of
Scripture and theological traditions can help those in science better
see the bridging point between their work and the life of the church.
Good opportunities for additional theological training can be found in
seminaries or from church bodies that offer.
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Science in the Sanctuary:
The Need for Science Education in the Church

Introduction
The church, like all other parts of our culture, is deeply
impacted by the developments of modern science.
Unfortunately, many churches and church leaders have not
been equipped to respond intelligently and faithfully to current
and upcoming scientific issues, such as stem cell research and
genetic manipulation. Many of these same people, however,
feel a desire to know more about these issues but feel
overwhelmed by their own feelings of ignorance. Others do not
see why they should care about issues that are not overtly
confronting their churches. Therefore, this poster seeks to help
show scientists how to bring their discipline into the church for
the benefit of its leaders and members, with an emphasis on
addressing the reluctance of those in the church to learn about
science for the same reasons listed above.

Helpful Resources
Cole-Turner, Ronald and Brent Waters.  Pastoral Genetics: Theology
and Care at the Beginning of Life.  Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press,
1996.
-and-
Avery, William and Beth Ann Gaede, If This Is the Way the World
Works: Science, Congregations, and Leadership.  The Alban
Institute, 2007.
Two books that deal particularly how science affects the life of the local church, particularly
church leaders.

Angier, Natalie. The Canon: A Whirligig Tour Of The Beautiful Basics
Of Science. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007.
-and-
Bryson, Bill. A Short History of Nearly Everything. New York:
Broadway Books, 2003.
Two books that can be useful in finding language to communicate scientific ideas to a non-
scientifically inclined audience.  Both are quite enjoyable to read, as well.

The American Baptist Seminary of the West, Berkeley, CA
Offers advanced theological degrees, including a new Master of Arts in Community
Leadership, a program designed for those who may not be seeking ordination but want to
increase their breadth of theological knowledge for the benefit of their church and
communities.


