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What is biodiversity?

 Species diversity

 Habitat diversity

 Genetic diversity







                       Rainforest – an example of a habitat



             Mangrove forest



              Genetic diversity results in different fruit colours





                Brazil nut – Bertholletia excelsa















               Corythophora amapaensis

Sobralia sp.

Biodiversity is a
Web of interactions



Humans Depend on
Biodiversity

For its Environmental services
Food

Medicines
shelter



Major crops depend on their
wild relatives and primitive
landraces to maintain their 
productivity and to resist
diseases and predators.







The greatest challenge to bidiversity:
         Habitat destruction









Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
Main Finding 1

 Over the past 50 years , humans have
changed ecosystems more rapidly and
extensively than in any comparable period
of time in human history, largely to meet
rapidly growing demands for food, fresh
water, timber, fiber, and fuel. This has
resulted in a substantial and largely
irreversible loss in the diversity of life on
Earth.



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
Main Finding 2

 The changes that have been made to ecosystems have
contributed to substantial net gains in human well-being and
economic development, but these gains have been achieved at
growing costs in the form of the degradation of many
ecosystem services, increased risks of nonlinear changes, and
the exacerbation of poverty for some groups of people. These
problems, unless addressed, will substantially diminish the
benefits that future generations obtain from ecosystems.



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
Main Finding 3

 The degradation of ecosystem services
could grow significantly worse during the
first half of this century and is a barrier to
achieving the Millennium Development
Goals.



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
Main Finding 4

 The challenge of reversing the degradation of ecosystems
while meeting increasing demands for their services can be
partially met under some scenarios that the MA has
considered, but these involve significant changes in
policies, institutions, and practices that are not currently
under way. Many options exist to conserve or enhance
specific ecosystem services in ways that reduce negative
trade-offs or that provide positive synergies with other
ecosystem services.



But ask the animals, and they will teach you,
or the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or
let the fish of the sea inform.
                                                   Job 12: 7

Go to the ant,you lazybones; consider its ways and be wise.
                                                                Proverbs 6: 6

Are we learning from our mistakes and from wisdom?



Can we accept the
challenge of E. O.
Wilson to
evangelicals to be
leaders in the
conservation of
biodiversity?



I will put in the wilderness the cedar,
the acacia, the myrtle and the olive;
I will set in the desert the cypress,
the plane and the pine together,
so that all may see and know, all may
consider and understand, that the hand 
of the Lord has done this, the Holy
 One of Israel has created it.
                                  Isaiah 41: 19-20

         God’s Book of Works



Adam’s Task

1. “To rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over

everything that creeps on earth” Gen. 1:26

2.   “Then the Lord God took the man and put  him in the
garden to serve and preserve it.” Gen. 2: 15

3. “..the Lord formed every beast of the field and bird of the
sky and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them: and whatever the man called a living creature, that

was its name.” Gen. 2: 19



 Noah the first Conserver of
Biodiversity

“…entered the ark, they and every
beast after its kind, all the cattle after
their kind, and every creeping thing

that creeps on the earth after its kind,
and every bird after its kind, all sorts

of birds.” Gen. 7: 14



God’s Covenant is with humans
and biodiversity

Now behold, “I Myself do establish My covenant with you,
and all your descendants after you; and with every living
creature that is with you. The birds, the cattle, and every
beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark,

even every beast of the earth.” Gen. 9: 9-10
“and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me
and you and every living creature  of all flesh; and never
again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.
When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on earth” Gen. 9:15-16



For six years you shall sow your land and
 gather in its yield; but the seventh year you
shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the poor
of your people may eat; and what they leave
 the wild animals may eat. You shall do the 
same with your vineyard, and with your 
olive grove.
                                          Exodus 23: 10-11 







Job 38-41                        Psalm 104
Grass seeds                               Birds
Lion + Lions prey                       Grass
Raven                                        Cattle
Mountain goats                          Beasts of the field
Deer + calving                           Wild donkey
Wild donkey                               Vegetation
Every green thing                      Trees
Wild ox                                       Cedars of Lebanon
Ostrich and eggs                        Bird’s nest
Horse                                         Stork
Hawk                                          Fir trees
Eagle                                          Wild goats
Behmoth = Hippo                       Rock badgers
Beasts of the field                      Beasts of the forest
Lotus plants                               Lions
Reeds                                        Swarms of fish
Willows                                       Leviathan
Leviathan                                   Animals both small and great



“Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from your father.” Mat. 10:

29

“Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow neither do
they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly

Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they?” Mat.
6:26

“Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil
nor do the spin, yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his
glory did not clothe himself like one of these.” Mat. 6: 28-29

Christ and biodiversity



Luke 8:4-9 (KJV)
    And when much people were gathered
together, and were come to him out of
every city, he spake by a parable: [5] A
sower went out to sow his seed: and as he
sowed, some fell by the way side; and it
was trodden down, and the fowls of the air
devoured it. [6] And some fell upon a rock;
and as soon as it was sprung up, it
withered away, because it lacked moisture.
[7] And some fell among thorns; and the
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. [8]
And other fell on good ground, and sprang
up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And
when he had said these things, he cried,
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. [9]
And his disciples asked him, saying, What
might this parable be?





In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus
introduces animals on 27

   separate occasions:
 Locusts
 Birds
 Dogs
 Pigs
 Wolves
 Sheep
 Foxes
 Snakes
 Doves
 Sparrows
 Vipers
 Fish
 Camels
 Donkeys
 Colts
 Hens
 Chicks
 vultures
 Goats
 A cockerel



   “ In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that
was made.”
                            John 1: 1-3



He (Christ) is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation; for in
him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether
 thrones or dominions or rulers or powers –
all things have been created through him
and for him.
                                       Colossians 1: 15-16











But whoever has the world’s goods,
and beholds his brother in need and
closes his heart against him, how 
does the love of God abide in him?
                                    1 John 3: 17

He who oppresses the poor
reproaches his Maker, But he who 
Is gracious to the needy honours Him.
                                    Proverbs 14: 31

  





For God so loved the kosmos that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
                                           John 3: 16




