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Genesis 1:31 - @
God saw all that he had
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Environmental Themes in the Bible

William Johnson, Arizona State Univ., Electronic Green Journal — Issue 12

“creation — G

Provision (of God f

1:29; Mt 5 5) | NTL T

Pleasure (of God in his creation — Jn. .16 Rev 4 11)
gr;gaﬁﬁ of creation praisesthe"Creator="Ps 69:34Rev

Authority (of God over his creation — Lk 8:25)

\ﬁlt{n%ss (of nature to God's authority & provision — Acts

Consequences (to creation — including humans - for
mankind’'s wickedness — Rev 11:18)

Perspective (God is above his creation — Ps 113:3-6)




“Where your.treasure Is;

there will your heart be-also.
Matthew 6:21
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Rare Earth — Our Biosphere

 abundant water
* insulating-atmosphere
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o protective magnetic field
« perfect distance from the sun
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"'Land I & Life
The Earth System

M. Ruzek, 1999
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sCurent consumption rate
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Alr Issues

« Air pollution
e Acid rain




Climate Change

“aVerage temperatures are increasing
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Deforestation

Southern Amazon River Basin, Ronddnia, Brazil






- Dr. Randy Van Dragt Calvun College 2008

Anthr_o:ocentrlc ethl'c B
g spemes arg.of value te bumans

‘\ -

'Blocentrlc ethlc I Gl
- —all Ilvmg thmgs have mtrmsm value
_Dee ecelo i O
= hollstlc i:|uallty oft nature v

. Eco-femlnlsm SHRSLOR

| —nurturmg qua'llty of nature




Oelschlaeger S Domlnant Western Somal

Short{termteeoﬂtﬁﬁfé mterests overrlde Iong-term _
concerns . - .. o=

‘Envnronmental rlsks are acceptable H they are-

. monetarily beneﬁcfal

. Envnronmental rlsks pose do Ilmlts 1o gmwth
:Scnence & technology will-Wltim@ately allow us t6

“~maintain essential processes of the blosphere |
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Why should we care abowhe
Earth?
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Oelschlaegers Challenge

“I think of religion, or more specifically
the church...as being more |mportant
In the effort to conserve life or
than all the pqﬁ‘%a{vs and experts put
together. The-church. mayTbe in fact,
our last, best chance. -My-conjecture
is this: There are/no solutibAs for the
systemic causes of ecocrisis at'teast
In democratic societies, apart from
religious narrative.”




The REAL Question:
“What SHOULD | do?”




. How we View:

- God relatlve to Creation
« Provider of resources for human use?
~/Creator, Lover; & Redeemer of ALL creation?
— The Value, Moral Status of Rest of Creation

s/Value as resources for humans only?
. God-gmven value as fellow-members of Creatlon worthya
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of Christ's redemptions _ _,,! | o

— Human Role relatlve to Rest of Creat|on 3 v
“-"'-"“h A .;;. hm?‘l.'-‘:% e -
» Users, explon,ers"? eSS

R '":-,r'-? "P‘"#r s Mg

i ‘-""
v beyd & 'H H‘Aﬁ! .
== i Yy £l 5 L : -
1 L g e e W Y
v :l"L—. 2 P -
- . 3 ,!




References

“Environmental Stewardship: What are
the Roles for Science and Faith?” Randy
VanDragt and James Clark, Not Just
Science, Zondervan, 2005.

“Species Stewardship: The Roles of
Science, Ethics and Faith,” Randy
VanDragt, 2008.

“Environmental Themes in the Bible,”
William Johnson, Arizona State University,
Electronic Green Journal — Issue 12,
2000.

“The Use of Ecology in the Evangelical
Protestant Response to the Ecological
Crisis,” Jim Ball, Perspectives on Science
and Christian Faith, 50:32-40, 1998.

“Evangelicals, population and the
ecological crisis,” Jim Ball, Christian
Scholars Review XXVIII: 226- 253, 1994.

“Caring for Creation: An Ecumenical
Approach to the Environmental Crisis,”
Max Oelschlaeger, Yale University Press,
1994.



Further Reading

Not Just Science: Questions Where Christian Faith and
Natural Science Intersect, Chappell & Cook, eds.,
Zondervan 2005.

How to Rescue the Earth without Worshipping Nature: A
Christian’s Call to Save Creation, Campolo, Nelson
1992.

Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in Contemporary
Context, Stassen & Gushee, VP 2003.

Readings in Christian Ethics, Clark/Rakestraw, Baker
1996.

Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from
Affluence to Generosity, Sider, W Publishing Group
1997.




