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“The role of religion is paradoxical. It makes and 
unmakes prejudice. While the creeds of the great 
religions are universalistic, all stressing brotherhood; 
the practices of these creeds are frequently divisive 
and brutal.”

~ Gordon Allport (1954, p. 444)

Theoretically, incorporation of religious teachings 
should lead to more positive attitudes toward others 
(e.g., love your neighbor → acceptance, liking, 
compassion), but that’s not always what happens
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Early studies reveal positive associations between 
religiousness and prejudice….but it’s not that simple.

There are different dimensions of religiousness
Religious Fundamentalism
Christian Orthodoxy
Intrinsic, Extrinsic, Quest Religious Orientation

There are also different measures and forms of prejudice
Explicit vs. implicit measures
Proscribed vs. non-proscribed prejudices 
(prohibited vs. allowed)
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Study 1: Predictors of Implicit Racial Prejudice

Study 2: Predictors of Implicit Sexual Prejudice

Study 3: Religion and Prejudice in a National 
Sample of Americans



Study 1
Predictors of Implicit Racial Prejudice

Rowatt & Franklin (2004)

158 college students completed a race-IAT



Study 1
Predictors of Implicit Racial Prejudice

Rowatt & Franklin (2004)

Self-report measures of:
• Religious Fundamentalism

• Christian Orthodoxy

• Religious Orientations (intrinsic, extrinsic, quest)

• Right-wing authoritarianism

• Social Desirability



Predictors of Implicit Racial Prejudice
Rowatt & Franklin (2004) 

Note:  Higher values of race-IAT effect reflect more negative implicit associations



Predictors of Implicit Racial Prejudice
Rowatt & Franklin (2004) 

Note:  Higher values of race-IAT effect reflect more negative implicit associations



Study 2
Predictors of Implicit Sexual Prejudice

Rowatt et al (2006), Tsang & Rowatt (2007)

124 college students completed:
Sexual Orientation IAT

Attitudes Toward Lesbians and Gay Men Scale

Same measures of RF, RWA, CO, social 

desirability



Predictors of Implicit Sexual Prejudice
Rowatt et al (2006)

Note:  Higher values of the IAT effect reflect more positive implicit associations



Study 3
Religion and Prejudice in a National 

Sample of Americans
Rowatt et al (2009)

1588 adults completed Baylor Religion Survey administered 
by Gallup Org. (phone, print survey) in 2007.

Religiousness = freq of attendance, scripture reading, 
prayer, and self-reported religiosity.

Social Distance Scales were used to estimate racial attitudes 
(e.g., how comfortable would you be working with, if family 
moved next door, dining with, daughter married someone 
who is Black, Asian, Hispanic).

Attitude Toward Homosexuals was assessed with 4-items



Study 3 findings
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Tentative Conclusions

Dimensions of religiousness correlate + with non-proscribed prejudice 
at both implicit and explicit levels of measurement.  

Religiousness is negligibly associated with measures of explicit racial 
prejudice (Rowatt et al. 2009).

Christian Orthodoxy and implicit racial prejudice are negatively
associated (Rowatt & Franklin, 2004)
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Why are dimensions of religion and prejudice 
associated?

Technically, cannot say…

Religious persons or organizations may socialize 
some social attitudes (e.g., discourage some forms 
of prejudice, encourage negative attitudes toward 
value-violating persons/groups.)

Current experiments: Using priming methods to 

activate mental representations of religion and 

observing racial attitudes.


