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James C. Peterson

Since ASA Is Open to Dialogue, 
Would PSCF Publish an Article 
Advocating Geo-centrism?

At the 2016 ASA Annual Meeting, I was asked 
the above-titled question, no doubt to test 
how open Perspectives on Science and Chris-

tian Faith (PSCF) is to minority views. Let me say 
in response that science continues to grow in its 
achievements and infl uence. The Christian faith is 
the world’s most global movement. Where they meet, 
the ASA has pioneered for 75 years. When you turn 
the page that you are reading now, you will see the 
front cover page and foreword of the fi rst issue of this 
journal, then known as the Journal of the American Sci-
entifi c Affi liation (JASA). Over the years, our purpose 
has remained quite consistent: to bring into dialogue 
the best of the sciences and Christian faith. To begin 
this issue, Chris Rios traces some of that conversation 
through several anniversaries. He notices that a dis-
tinctive commitment of ASA from the beginning has 
been to welcome into fellowship Christians of diverse 
views. The ASA and PSCF then provide a place for 
active listening and testing of one another’s per-
spectives. That is essential to understand better our 
callings in the sciences and as part of God’s people. 

Groups have split off from the ASA to advocate 
for one particular perspective or another, but even 
then membership in the ASA and the new advocate 
groups have often substantially overlapped. What 
has held the ASA together has been an abiding com-
mitment to pursue the best of both the sciences and 
Christian theology. At the journal, double-blind peer 
review is an important part of implementing that 
commitment. If an essay were to be submitted to the 
journal advocating geo-centrism, the fi rst question 
would be whether the author showed the required 
mastery of the available data. Is the thesis sustained 
with an informed discussion of the applicable lit-
erature and interpretation? While geo-centrism did 
have its day, at this point it would fail that standard, 
and so the editor would send such an essay back to 
the author with a courteous explanation of what is 
needed to begin peer review. 

But openness to new readings is also a deep com-
mitment of both the ASA and the journal. If an essay 
appears to have a case worthy of peer reviewer 
time, expert peer reviewers are not asked if they 
agree with the author. They are asked if the author 
makes an informed and compelling case for a new 
and important contribution. That contribution might 
be quite different from what has been argued pre-
viously. Such is most welcome. Consensus views 
usually start as minority, or even solitary, views. 

In this issue, Andrew Kim describes the rigorous 
explorations that Bernard Ramm published in JASA 
over many years. In the following article, D. Gareth 
Jones expresses appreciation for the fairness of 
ASA and PSCF in the discussion of bioethics. Terry 
Gray then writes of the challenges and advantages 
of wrestling openly through important topics, as 
PSCF has and, he argues, should continue to do so. 
Randy Isaac completes the issue, and his tenure as 
Executive Director, in an interview about how he 
always sought both to make the wide range of mem-
bers feel welcome, and to spur thoughtful debate 
toward  better understanding. He speaks as well of 
his hopes for ASA in the years ahead. 

As cannot be said too often, all truth is God’s truth. 
Of course, we have discovered only a sliver of that 
truth so far. The more we do actually learn, the more 
aware we become of what we do not yet know. But 
there is much to gain from doing what we can to 
understand better God’s world and his calling for his 
people in it. The ASA at 75, and PSCF as a prominent 
part of ASA’s work, have a fascinating and reward-
ing mission. What a challenging joy for us to work 
together to carry it forward into the next 75 years.

 James C. Peterson, editor-in-chief
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This foreword was written by Marion D. Barnes, ASA secretary-treasurer (1944–1948). It was published in the fi rst issue of 
the fi rst volume of the journal on January 7, 1949, in Wheaton, Illinois.


